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1. Introduction 

 

 

 This is a draft documentary history of the businesses along the E.T. & W.N.C. and 

Clinchfield railroads and located in the area bounded by Sevier, Ash, South Roan and Jobe streets. 

At present, I am planning to produce four more documentary histories on trackside industries in 

and around Johnson City. For the present document, I have attempted to collect relevant documents 

and place them in roughly chronological order for each geographic location. Maps and figures of 

the exterior of the buildings for each location are grouped together and presented first, while 

figures of the interior and advertisements are integrated with the text and are presented second. 

The compass directions used in this documentary history are approximate, with north taken to be 

at the top of each map.  

 

Regrettably, I have failed to find much information on some of these industries. Perhaps 

more can be accomplished on this portion of the subject. I invite other members of the Historical 

Society to add any missing material to this document and discuss/correct any deficient 

interpretations of the information at hand (particularly the dating and interpretation of the 

photographs). For those who wish to research the documents and photographs further, I have 

provided links, when available, to expedite such attempts. In general, I have left the original 

spelling (sometimes autocorrect strikes, so I am unsure that all of it is original). I wish to thank 

Chris Ford for his assistance and encouragement to bring this document into a presentable state. 
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Map 1. Track side industries in downtown Johnson City, c. 1915.1 
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2. Businesses Between Buffalo and Sevier/New Streets (East to West) and  

Between Jobe and Ash Streets (North to South): 

(Maps and Figures) 

 

Railroad Stock Pen, 1903? – 1908? 

 

Love – Thomas Building, 1907 – Present 

Love – Thomas Dry Goods Company, 1907 – 1911? 

Later Tenants (typically company/corporate staffs): 

Unaka Corporation, 1911 – ? 

Tennessee Veneer Company, 1911 – ? 

Model Mill Company, 1911 – ? 

Clinchfield, Carolina & Ohio Railway, 1916 – 1926  

Otter Restaurant & Brewing Company, mid-1990s – 2005  

Christ Community Church (according to Google Maps), 2024 

 

Johnson City Foundry and Machine Company Building, 1883 – 1909 

Crumley and Miller Foundry (1883? – 1884) 

Johnson City Foundry and Machine Company (at this location 1884 – 1909) 

Tenants Mentioned: 

Johnson City Wood Bending Works, 1885 

Insulator Pin factory, 1894 

Watauga Chair and Wood Turning Works, 1894 – 1895 

Gump & Mathes corn mill, 1898 

Johnson City Veneering Company, at this location 1898 – 1901 

Home Ice and Coal Company, at this location 1901 – 1908  
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Map 2.  This map depicts the area bounded by Buffalo Street (east) and Jobe and Ash streets (north to south), in January 1891.2 
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Map 3.  This map depicts the area bounded by Buffalo (east) and Jobe and Ash streets (north to south), in May 1897.3  
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Map 4. This map depicts the area bounded by Buffalo and Sevier/New streets (east to west) and Jobe and Ash streets (north to south), in April 1903.4 



9 
 

 
Map 5. This map depicts the area bounded by Buffalo and Sevier/New streets (east to west) and Jobe and Ash streets (north to south), in December 

1908.5 It shows the relationship between the Johnson City Foundry & Machine Works, the E.T. & W.N.C. Freight Depot, the Southern Freight and 

Passenger Depot, the Love – Thomas building, and the “R.R. Stock Pen”. 
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Map 6. This map depicts the area bounded by Buffalo Street (east) and Jobe and West Walnut streets (north to south), in July 1913.6 
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Map 7. This composite map depicts the relationship between the Model Mill Company and the Love – Thomas building in July 1913.7 Note that the 

alignment of the maps is particularly problematic in this case. The Model Mill Company was addressed in a previous documentary history.
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Map 8. This map depicts the area bounded by Buffalo Street (east) and Jobe and West Walnut streets (north to south), in February 1920.8 
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Map 9. This composite map depicts the relationship between the Model Mill Company and the Love – Thomas building in February 1920.9 Note that 

the alignment of the maps is particularly problematic in this case. 
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2.1. Railroad Stock Pen, 1903? – 1908? 

 

This facility, on the northeast corner of Cherry and New streets,  

was served by dual-gauge trackage 

 

 

 
Map 4A. “R.R. Stock Pen”, on dual gauge trackage in April 1903. Regrettably, the author has not 

found any more information on this “R.R. Stock Pen”. The “Coal Yard” probably belongs to the 

Home Ice and Coal Company, see Map 4. Historian Johnny Graybeal wrote: “By mid 1899, the 

ET&WNC had added one stock car to the roster… By mid-1902, the number of stock cars had 

increased to three. Three cars were the maximum number on the roster for many years…”10 The 

Standard Oil Company facility shown near the top of this map will be addressed in a later 

document.
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Map 5A. “R.R. Stock Pen”, December 1908. This map indicates that the building adjacent to the stock pen was 

“iron clad”. The 1913 map (Map 6) indicates that this stock pen had been removed by the time that map was 

created. 
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2.2. Love – Thomas Building, 1907 – Present  

(Maps and Figures) 

 

Love – Thomas Dry Goods Company, 1907 – 1911? 

 

Later Tenants (typically company/corporate staffs): 

Unaka Corporation, 1911 – ? 

Tennessee Veneer Company, 1911 – ? 

Model Mill Company, 1911 – ? 

Clinchfield, Carolina & Ohio Railway, 1916 – 1926  

Otter Restaurant & Brewing Company, mid-1990s – 2005  

Christ Community Church (according to Google Maps), 2024 

 

This building, at the southwest corner of Cherry and Earnest streets,  

was served by a Clinchfield spur around 1913. 
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Map 5B. A detail of the Love – Thomas building, on Earnest Street, between West Cherry and South Ash streets, 

in December 1908. Note the dual gauge C.C. & O. trackage on Ash Street, which was a spur to the Interior 

Hardwood Company plant. The plant of the Interior Hardwood Company was located further to the west and was 

addressed in a previous documentary history. 
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Figure 1. The “Love – Thomas Co., Wholesale Dry Goods and Notions” by 1909.11
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Figure 1A. Love – Thomas Building. “Located at the corner of Ashe and Earnest Streets, the Love – Thomas Company was a successful wholesale dry 

goods and notions business established in January 1907. It employed six traveling salesmen who covered a five-state area. By 1914, the building was 

used by the Carolina, Clinchfield & Ohio Railway (CC&O) for its offices.” This photograph was published in 1909 and it appears that the left side of 

this image is the south-facing side of the building (facing Ash Street), while the long portion appears to be the east-facing side of it (facing Earnest 

Street). In 1926, the Clinchfield moved its personnel in the Love – Thomas building to Erwin, Tennessee. 
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Figure 2. A modern photograph of the Love – Thomas Building, the large brick building on the left, taken from the Summers Hardware building. Note 

the Model Mill in the left background and the platform of the former Clinchfield depot on the right.12 Also note the different windows of the Love – 

Thomas building, in comparison to those depicted in Figure 1A.  
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Map 6A.  A detail from July 1913. Notice the railroad spur to the Love – Thomas building and the new United 

States Post Office, as well as the removal of the railroad spur to the Interior Hardwood Company plant, depicted 

on Map 5. 
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Figure 3. This photograph looks south from the railroad tracks along Cherry Street, down Earnest Street toward Ash Street. The Post 

Office is on the left and the Love – Thomas building is on the right. This post office was built in 1910.13 
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Figure 4. A partial view of the south side of the Love – Thomas building on the northwest corner 

of Ash and Earnest streets on 1 March 1947, note the boxcars on the right side of this photograph.14  
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Figure 5. An aerial view of the Love – Thomas building (bottom left) and the Post Office (bottom right), with what appears to be a storage yard of the 

Summers Hardware & Supply Company (top center), on 19 April 1941.15 This image provides the only view of the west side of the Love – Thomas 

building that the author has located. 
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Map 8A. A detail of the Carolina, Clinchfield & Ohio Railroad General Offices in the Love – Thomas building 

in February 1920.16 Note the U.S. Post Office building in the lower right, as well as the removal of the railroad 

spur to the Love – Thomas building, see Map 7. 
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Map 8B. Another detail of the C.C. &O. R.R. General Offices in the Love – Thomas building in February 1920.17 

See Figure 6 for a view of the interior of this building. 
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Figure 6. “Clinchfield Railroad Office (Ernest Street), Interior”. This photograph appears to have been taken between 1914 and 1926.18 See Map 8B. 
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2.2. Love – Thomas Building, 1907 – Present  

 

Love – Thomas Dry Goods Company, 1907 – 1911? 

 

Later Tenants (typically company/corporate headquarters): 

Unaka Corporation, 1911 – ? 

Tennessee Veneer Company, 1911 – ?   

Model Mill Company, 1911 – ?  

Clinchfield, Carolina & Ohio Railway, 1916 – 1926  

Otter Restaurant & Brewing Company, mid-1990s – 2005  

Christ Community Church (according to Google Maps), 2024 

 

This building, at the southwest corner of Cherry and Earnest streets,  

was served by a Clinchfield spur around 1913 

 

 

3 January 1907. Johnson City Comet.  

 “Wholesale Dry Goods Co. – Johnson City is soon to have its first wholesale dry goods 

store. The Love – Thomas Company has been incorporated by J.C. Love, R.C. Staples, V.M. 

Thomas, R.S. Gill and Thad A. Cox. The capital stock is $75,000 and the new concern will be 

ready for business as soon as its quarters can be secured. It may be necessary to erect a building. 

Of this enterprise the Knoxville Journal and Tribune says  

‘Three young men who have been connected with Knoxville wholesale dry goods and 

notions firms have formed a partnership with other Johnson City men and propose to establish a 

wholesale dry goods and notion house in that thriving city, the concern to be capitalized at $75,000. 

The gentlemen referred to are V.M. Thomas, for six years with Brown, Payne, Deaver & 

Company, of Knoxville; R.S. Gill, who has been with Daniel Briscoe & Company for several 

years, and J.C. Love, who has been with Cowan, McClung & Company, of Knoxville. Other 

members of the firm are Thad A. Cox and R.C. Staples of Johnson City.’ 

Mr. Cox is one of Johnson City’s most substantial citizens and will add strength to the 

concern.”19   

 

 

31 January 1907. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Carter Wants to Get Busy. There is no longer any doubt about what Mr. Carter and 

associates want to do for Johnson City on the south side. They have a landscape artist here and he 

has asked the city to allow them to go ahead with laying sewers and water mains throughout the 

addition so they can build their streets. Some of the streets will be paved, a boulevard following 

the contours of the land over a mile in length will be asphalted, and the other streets will be 

macadamized. Ash street will be the wholesale thoroughfare and will be 65 feet wide with the 

business houses extending back to the side tracks of the S. & W. The Love – Thomas Dry Goods 

Co. has contracted with Mr. Carter for the first store house on this street and it will be erected this 

spring. Others will follow as fast as human agencies can construct them.” 

 

 

4 April 1907. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Building Started. Thursday morning engineers staked off the site for the building 

being erected by Geo. L. Carter and associates for the Love – Thomas Dry Goods Company. It is 
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being built on the corner of Cherry and Earnest streets opposite the new foundry, or what was 

originally the Ap. Miller property. The building is to be three stories high and will be 50 x 125 feet 

and will be used exclusively as a wholesale dry goods and notion store.” The author has not been 

able to identify the “new foundry” mentioned in this article. 

 

 

15 April 1907. Daily Bulletin the of Manufacturers’ Record.  

 “Johnson City, Tenn. – Office Building… The Unaka, Holston & Swannanoa Corporations 

have finally concluded purchases at about $250,000 to secure rights of way, trackage, terminals 

and building sites and begun the erection of proposed building to be occupied by Love – Thomas 

Dry Goods Co. The corporations have contracted with the United States Government to donate 

site for proposed $90,000 postoffice building, and will erect nearby union depot, hotel and 

department store, and to pave, sewer and sidewalk a mile of streets.”20 

 

 

26 October 1911. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Love – Thomas Building is being remodelled. George L. Carter is transforming the three-

story building that has been occupied by the Love – Thomas Co. into an office building to 

accommodate the officers of the Unaka Corporation, Tennessee Veneer Co. and the Model Mill 

Co., all corporations exclusively or largely owned by him. A commodious fire proof vault is being 

built and the extensive remodelling will make the building one of the most modern office buildings 

in the city.” 

 

 

26 November 1914. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Offices May Move to Carter Building. – The Carter building, formerly occupied by the 

Love – Thomas Co., is being remodelled and made into a modern office building. The first and 

third floors are being divided into many office rooms. A new vault will be built and a fourth floor 

may be added. It is stated upon good authority that the building will be occupied by the C.C. & O. 

Railway as a general office building and the office building in Carnegie abandoned.” Apparently, 

a fourth floor has never been added to this building. 

 

 

1914 and 1926. Erwin, Tennessee: A Pictorial History, 1891 – 1929.  

“In 1914 we [the Clinchfield Railroad] moved our offices from Carnegie down to Johnson 

City in the old Love – Thomas building, where we remained until the offices moved to Erwin [in 

1926].”21 

 

 

Price & Heald Lumber Yard, 1894 

 

7 June 1894. Johnson City Comet.   

 “A New Lumber Yard. Price & Heald, of Baltimore, have opened a lumber yard on the 

East Tennessee, just below the foundry. It is arranged so that the narrow gauge can reach it. The 

lumber is being cut at Shell Creek, where the company has several thousand acres of timber land.” 

The author has not located any more information on this enterprise. 

  



30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.3. Johnson City Foundry and Machine Company Building, 1883 – 1909 

(Maps and Figures)  

 

Crumley and Miller Foundry (1883? – 1884) 

Johnson City Foundry and Machine Company (at this location, 1884 – 1909) 

 

Tenants Mentioned: 

Johnson City Wood Bending Works, 1885 

Insulator Pin factory, 1894 

Watauga Chair and Wood Turning Works, 1894 – 1895 

Gump & Mathes corn mill, 1898 

Johnson City Veneering Company, at this location 1898 – 1901 

Home Ice and Coal Company, at this location 1901 – 1908 

 

This facility was located on the north side of Cherry,  

near the intersection of Cherry and Earnest streets. It was served by dual-gauge trackage. 
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Figure 7. “Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works. Chief Machinist, W.N. DeGroat, Foreman… Head Office, Johnson City, Tenn.; 

Branch Office, Knoxville.” This factory was located on Cherry Street, near the intersection of Cherry and Earnest streets. It appears that 

this photograph dates to between 1886 and 1889, with 1886 appearing to be the most likely, see Map 2.22 
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Figure 8. This photograph appears to have been taken at the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works when it was located on Cherry Street.23 
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Figure 9. This photograph also appears to have been taken at the  

Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works when it was located on Cherry Street.24 
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Map 2A. This map shows the relationship between the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works on Cherry street and the E.T. & W.N.C. freight 

house, which had previously been used as the depot, with a turntable (top right) in January 1891.25 
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Map 3A. Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works, May 1897.26 Note that the turntable has been removed from near the E.T. & W.N.C. freight house 

(top right). 
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Map 4 (reproduced here for convenience). This map shows the area bounded by Buffalo and New streets (east to west) and Jobe and Ash streets (north 

to south), in April 1903.27 Note the “E.T.W.N.C.R.R. Freight Depot” and “Southern R.R. Freight & Passenger Depot” in the top right of the map.  
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Map 5 (reproduced here for convenience). Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works “To Be Removed”, December 1908. Note that the ice factory 

has already moved to a new location along the Southern Railway at “Railroad and Water streets”, “just below Gump’s wholesale grocery store” on 

North Roan Street.28 
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Map 2B. A detail of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works, January 1891. Note the “Carp’t’r Shop” (Carpenter Shop), which belonged to the 

E.T. & W.N.C. and appears to measure approximately 50’ x 25’. Additionally, this map appears to indicate that this building was not a true rectangle. 

The Johnson City Comet states that this building was erected in 1889, and it appears that it was demolished with the rest of the Johnson City Foundry 

& Machine Shop in 1909. Also note that “Bl. Sm.” appears to be an abbreviation for “black smith”. 
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Map 3B. A detail of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works, May 1897. Note the “Wood Pin Fac.” (Wood Pin Factory) on the 2nd Floor. 
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Map 4B. A detail of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works in April 1903, showing the relationship between the foundry and the “R.R. Stock 

Pen” and “Standard Oil Co.” facility (on the left). 



41 
 

 
Map 4C. Another detail of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works in April 1903. Note the “Ice Factory” (left side). 
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Map 4D. Another detail of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works in April 1903. 
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Map 5C. A detail of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works “To Be Removed”, in December 1908.   
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2.3. Johnson City Foundry and Machine Company Building, 1883 – 1909 

 

Crumley and Miller Foundry (1883? – 1884) 

Johnson City Foundry and Machine Company (at this location 1884 – 1909)29 

 

Tenants Mentioned: 

Johnson City Wood Bending Works, 1885 

Insulator Pin factory, 1894 

Watauga Chair and Wood Turning Works, 1894 – 1895 

Gump & Mathes corn mill, 1898 

Johnson City Veneering Company, 1898 – 1901 (separate section, below) 

Home Ice and Coal Company, at this location 1901 – 1908 

 

This facility was located on the north side of Cherry,  

near the intersection of Cherry and Earnest streets. It was served by dual-gauge trackage. 

   

 

1883 – 1884. Newsletter – Tennessee Anthropological Association. 

“The foundry began operations in 1883, either as the Johnson City Foundry and Machine 

Works, or as Miller and Crumley Foundry. Reputedly, two men (Jake?) Miller and (Wash?) 

Crumley, started the plant which was located across from the present site of the Ashe Street 

Courthouse. In April of 1884, five men, Thomas E. Matson, H.H. Carr, J.C. Hardon, W.J. Johnston 

and Columbus Powell secured a charter of corporation from the state of Tennessee. Matson became 

the president of the corporation which was capitalized at $20,000…”30 

 

 

11 October 1883. Jonesborough Herald and Tribune. 

 “Johnson City’s Progress. Enterprise. A correspondent writing from Cranberry to the 

Lenoir, (N.C.) Topic, thus speaks of Johnson City: 

 ‘At Johnson City, a town 32 miles over the border in Tennessee at the Junction of the East 

Tenn., Va. & Ga., and E.T. & W.N.C. railroad, it is thought large manufacturing enterprise will be 

started. An extensive tannery and stove factory are already up and it is the general opinion that the 

Cranberry company will establish machine shops for working up much of their pig iron. Johnson 

City has a future before it.’ R. 

 Mr. R. is somewhat mistaken as to the stove factory being up, but it is an assured fact that 

one will be erected in a short time, as the grounds have been bought for that purpose. As for the 

Cranberry machine shop being located here, we are informed that the required amount of land has 

already been purchased upon which machine shops, rolling mills, &c., will be erected at no distant 

day. The tannery company will probably be ready for operation in about six weeks, the work being 

pushed rapidly. Johnson City’s Future is a bright one, she is bound to be a manufacturing city as 

all admit.” 

 

 

15 March 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 “J.W. Crumley Esq, is doing a splendid business. The ladies love Wash because he 

provides them with stoves and tin ware.” 
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15 March 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Col. Matson superintendent of the E.T. & W.N.C. R.R., has bought Crumley & Millers 

foundry with the view of converting it into a large stove and hollow-ware Manufactory. He will 

begin operations about the first of April.” 

 

 

 
Figure 10. Johnson City Comet, 29 March 1884. 

 

 

12 April 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Co. has been recently organized with Col. C. 

Powell president. Johnson City to the front, forward March!” 

 

 

19 April 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Engine No. 1., the Watauga, of the Narrow Gauge Railroad, has been overhauled and 

repainted. The work was done in the Machine shop at this place. Mr. Ed. Tally did the painting 

and the engine now looks as bright and fresh as when new.” 

 

 

3 May 1884. Clarksville Weekly Chronicle. 

 “Incorporated in Johnson City. The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works. Capital 

stock about $30,000.” 
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6 September 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

  “Machine Shop and Foundry. – Preparations are making to build a machine shop and 

foundry. The company have already given out the orders for lumber, windows, doors, &c. All 

kinds of machinery will be repaired and manufactured. This foundry will be a very valuable edition 

[addition] to the town…” 

 

 

20 September 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Work has begun upon the Machine Shop and Foundry. Tell it if you please in Gath and 

whisper it on the streets of Askelon, that Johnson City is on a boom. It gives promise of being the 

largest town in this part of the State.” 

 

 

4 October 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Machine Shop and Foundry. S.H. Banner has the contract for building the machine shop 

and foundry. The front on Cherry street is 175 feet, on the railroad 175 feet. The width on east end, 

104 feet 4 inches, on west end 61 f’t 6 in. These apartments are to be in the building, engine room, 

foundry and machine shop. The machine shop will be 30 f’t high, two stories, with truss roofing. 

Fifteen hands will be employed in prosecuting the work. This machine shop and foundry will be 

quite an advantage to the city in furnishing employment to laborers and in bringing money here.” 

 

 

18 October 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Foundry and Machine shop is building rapidly.” 

 

 

20 December 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Foundry and Machine Shop covers over one-third of an acre, and one-half of the 

building is two stories. Eighty tons of slating will be used in covering it. It is perhaps the largest 

Foundry and Machine Shop between Baltimore and St. Louis.” 

 

 

10 January 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The painters are at work on the Foundry and Machine Shop… The Machine Shop and 

Foundry will be covered with tin instead of slate as was stated in The Comet some time ago. The 

company hope to have all the machinery here, and be ready to work by the first of March.” 

 

 

17 January 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Six walnut logs, averaging nearly 4 feet in diameter and 10 feet in length, and weighing 

29,000 pounds, were brought down Tuesday on the Narrow Gauge from Blevin’s Station. The logs 

were all cut from one tree. The car on which they were hauled was made at the Narrow Gauge 

Machine Shop in Johnson City.” 
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14 March 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Machine Shop & Foundry – Col. Matson informs us that the machinery for the 

Machine Shop and Foundry has been ordered and that it will be in operation in a short time. The 

weather has interfered somewhat with the arrangements and the company have not been able to 

commence work as early as was intended. When in full operation it will afford constant 

employment to about thirty men. The enterprise will be another strong force in the upbuilding of 

our city.” 

 

 

28 March 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Col. T.E. Matson left yesterday for Philadelphia to purchase Machinery for the Machine 

Shop and Foundry.” 

 

 

4 April 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “A car load of machinery for the Machine Shop and Foundry arrived this week.” 

 

 

11 April 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Col. T.A. Matson returned from Philadelphia, Tuesday. He purchased all the necessary 

machinery for the Machine Shop and Foundry. The company hope to commence operations in a 

few weeks.” 

 

 

6 June 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Shop will soon be ready for business. The large 

sixty horsepower engine has been placed in position by foreman [Samuel] Simcox, and works like 

a charm. When the foundry gets in full blast a large number of hands will be employed.” 

 

 

16 July 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Factory. – Mr. D.T. Nevin, of Pittsburgh Pa., has arrived in the city for the purpose 

of establishing a carriage rim and fellow factory. He has leased the second story of the Foundry 

and Machine Work’s building and will remain in our midst until his machinery arrives and is in 

operation. This is the kind of man it takes to build up a town, and Johnson City is always ready to 

do all in its power to help such men when we are satisfied they mean business.” 

 

 

30 July 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Elizabethton Mountaineer… Col. C. Powell, a leading citizen of Knoxville, was in the 

city Saturday and Sunday. In connection with Col. T.E. Matson, he is now engaged in erecting a 

very large manufacturing establishment at Johnson City. These gentlemen are doing much to aid 

in building up Johnson City, and the citizens of that rapidly growing little city cannot feel too 

grateful towards them.” 
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30 July 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “D.T. Nevin, who has been busy for the past two weeks placing machinery for bending 

wood work in the Foundry and Machine Shop, is a general representative of T.H. Nevin & Co., 

manufactures of Pioneer Prepared Paints, Pittsburgh, Pa., Mr. N. will sell the products of the 

Foundry Co., in the Northern and Eastern markets and expects to find a ready sale. He has now 

secured orders for several car loads, Mr. Nevin is a high toned gentleman and has made many 

friends in Johnson City and we hope he will soon locate permanently with us.” 

 

 

30 July 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Col. Charlton in the Knoxville Tribune. Your correspondent left this city on the morning 

of the 17th inst… My route, of course was via Johnson City, where I took the narrow-gauge road 

leading to Cranberry… 

Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works. Here is one the legitimate fruits of this road 

[E.T. & W.N.C.], and never would have been heard of but for it. It is a completely organized 

enterprise and starts out upon a career of success and prosperity. Thos. E. Matson is president; J.C. 

Hardin, secretary and treasurer, and Sam. Simcox manager. Simcox is a Knoxville man and for a 

long time was connected with the machine shops of the E.T., Va. & Ga. Railroad. He is a live man 

all over. No better man could have been put in charge of these shops. The proprietors contemplate 

manufacturing castings, &c. The building is 100 x 175 feet, two stories high and metal roof. It is 

immediately on the broad and narrow gauge roads and is thoroughly equipped with the latest 

improved machinery. 

 Mr. D.T. Nevin, late of Shippenburg, Pa., is putting machinery in the second story of the 

building to manufacture bent wood work, such as felloes and the like.” 

 

 

3 September 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Mr. S. Simcox, manager of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Shop, fired up the 

engine Tuesday and gave the machinery a trial. The machinery is all new and of the latest improved 

patterns, is as bright as a new pin and works like a charm. They will be ready in a few days to do 

any kind of work.” 

 

 

17 September 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Machine Shops. – The machine works of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Shops 

are now in operation. The machinery is all bright and new and of the most approved kind, and is 

run by a magnificent sixty horsepower engine. The company is now ready to do all kinds of 

machine work.” 

 

 

15 October 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Mr. D.T. Nevin, of Pittsburg, Pa., has returned and commenced the manufacture of all 

kinds of bent wood work. The company are using the 2nd floor of the Foundry and Machine Co.’s 

building for their factory.” 
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29 October 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Foundry and Machine Shops. – The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Shops will soon 

be finished. The large iron furnace is being lined with fire-proof brick, and when that is done the 

company will be ready to go to moulding. The machine department is already completed. The 

machinery with which it is equipped is of the latest and most approved patterns and cost thousands 

of dollars. As soon as the company commences moulding, we will give our readers a detailed 

description of the buildings, machinery, &c., &c.” 

 

 

10 December 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Engine No. 2 that was damaged in the wreck near Elk Park a few days ago, is being 

overhauled by Mr. Sam Simcox, in the new machine shop.” The author has not located any account 

of this accident. 

 

 

10 December 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Mr. D.T. Nevin returned yesterday from a very successful business trip to Nashville, 

Chattanooga, Atlanta and other Southern cities in the interest of T.H. Nevin & Co., of Pittsburgh, 

Pa., manufacturers of the justly celebrated Pioneer Prepared Paint. He also succeeded in placing a 

large stock of bent wood work on the Southern market for the Johnson City Wood Bending Works. 

This company is now operating on a large scale and have already shipped several car loads of rims. 

Mr. Nevins is the manager and will leave for the New England States in a few days in the interest 

of the company.” 

 

 

11 March 1886. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Mr. W. [Will] N. DeGroate has moved from Knoxville to Johnson City and will take 

charge of the moulding department of the Foundry and Machine Shops. Mr. DeGroate comes 

highly recommended as a good citizen and we welcome him to our town… 

The Johnson City Foundry will be ready in a few days for a blast. The large iron furnace 

has been lined with fire-proof brick, coke and sand has been procured and everything is about 

ready. Mr. DeGroate the foreman of the foundry department thinks they will be ready for a blast 

within the next week. Cranberry pig iron, the best in the country for moulding purposes, will be 

used.” 

 

 

25 March 1886. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Shops are now in full operation. The first blast 

was made last Saturday, and the new furnace works like a charm. The company is now doing some 

splendid work. Engine No. 2 of the Narrow Gauge road has been recently overhauled and repainted 

and is about as good as new. The Rogersville & Jefferson road have an engine here waiting to be 

overhauled, and as soon as it is finished another will be sent on. Mr. Sam Simcox, the foreman, is 

one of the finest mechanics to be found anywhere. Mr. Henderson is also a very fine workman. 

Mr. [W.N.] DeGroate, in charge of the moulding department thoroughly understands his business, 

as does Mr. Wilson, the pattern maker. The foundry and shops are now under the personal 
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supervision of Col. Matson, who has the push and vim to make it one of the leading enterprises in 

East Tennessee.” 

 

8 April 1886. Johnson City Comet. 

 “For sale. One 30 Horse-power engine, boiler and Saw-mill with pulleys, belting and all 

necessary Fixtures complete. 

 One 20 Horse-power engine, boiler and connections all in good order. 

 Address, Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works.” 

 

 

15 April 1886. Johnson City Comet. 

 “A Southern Industry. – The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Shops. Mr. C. Shelburne, 

of Richmond, Va., is the owner and patentee of valuable improvements on Gas Engines, and is 

now at the Foundry and Machine shops, in this city, having working drawings made for New York 

and Cincinnati Companies who are to take hold of, and build these engines. 

 Mr. S. wishes his friends to know that the shops here are fitted up in the best style and are 

prepared to assist inventors with all kinds of experimental work. In fact, the Johnson City Foundry 

and Machine shops is an enterprise in every respect worthy of the South, and our growing section 

of country: 

 1st. Because the buildings are large, ample and well suited to a growing trade and country; 

 2d. Because the machinery is of the newest, best and most approved patterns; 

 3d. Because the officers and foremen are men of character and standing; 

 4th. Because the workmen are courteous, gentlemanly, and experienced. 

 There is a growing demand for just such enterprises in the South, to develop her 

inexhaustible resources, and we are glad to see the eastern portion of this state opening up under 

such favorable circumstances. There is a vein of courtesy, gentlemanly-bearing and intelligence 

running through our manufacturing establishments here not usually found in the South, especially 

those employing foreign labor. We have yet to hear the first oath and the first vulgar ‘yarn’ from 

the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Shops.” 

 

 

13 May 1886. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Mr. V. Doriot, of Bristol, was in the city this week negotiating with the Johnson City 

Foundry and Machine Company to build his brick machines.” 

 

 

9 December 1886. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Considerable damage was done to property in the city by the heavy snow fall Monday… 

the roof of the foundry department of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works is the largest 

between Roanoke, and Knoxville, being a 100 foot span and 125 feet long, and it only settled from 

½ to ¾ of an inch. The people will not be surprised at this when it is known that Col. T.E. Matson 

was the architect.” 
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3 February 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works. The manufacturing enterprise to which 

The Comet now refers was first established as an individual enterprise but about one year ago its 

control passed to a joint stock company, whose nominal capital is $20,000 although the amount 

actually in use is $35,000 or more. The President of the Company is Col. T.E. Matson; Mr. J.C. 

Hardin is Secretary and Treasurer; Samuel Simcox is in charge of the Machine shop and Mr. 

[W.N.] DeGroate of the foundry. Several Knoxville gentlemen are stockholders in the Company, 

among whom we name Messrs. C. Powell, R.M. Rhea and Col. E.C. Reeves. The management of 

the enterprise rests with the President and Sec. and Treas., and these gentlemen have been 

unflagging in their efforts to build up a manufacturing interest here of more than ordinary 

importance. They and the other stockholders are pleased with the results thus far secured, and they 

have a right to look forward hopefully to the future. Material additions have been made to the 

working facilities of the shops during the past year, and they are now well prepared to execute any 

order that may be entrusted to them. The specialties of the works are the manufacture of car and 

bridge castings, and recently a contract has been made with another railroad to supply it with bridge 

castings, for 100 miles of that road. Another important department of the business comes from the 

narrow gauge road for repairs of all kinds, and the ‘Bristol’ road has given the works a large 

amount of business in the way of castings. So far as the facilities enjoyed by the Johnson City 

Foundry and Machine Works for filling orders for these specialties are concerned we need only 

say that the Company has expended a large sum in enlarging the buildings, in adding to patterns 

and increasing the working efficiency of machinery. Not only that but an exceptionally effective 

body of workmen are employed in the shops. The managers of departments thoroughly 

comprehend their business, and this last contract shows how important a factor these works will 

prove in the development of our city. 

 In this connection we avail ourself of the opportunity to make brief personal allusions to 

Col. Matson, the President of the Company. He is a native of Baltimore – was educated at Dayton, 

Armstrong Co., Pa., and at Pittsburg, and in 1868 he entered upon the profession of civil 

engineering, (beginning ‘way down the ladder,) as a rodman in the employ of the B. & O. railway. 

We need not follow in detail the stages of his promotion in engineer service. After quitting the 

employ of the B. & O. he became assistant engineer in the construction of the 2d Avenue Elevated 

road, New York, subsequently he was with the New York City and Northern as division engineer; 

after that he was locating and division engineer on the Pittsburg Lake Erie R’y; next he became 

Chief Engineer of the road from here to Cranberry mines – the E.T. & W.N.C.R.R., and here he 

especially demonstrated the highest order of engineering ability. He also, for some time was 

Superintendent as well as Chief Engineer of it. Other work that he had been engaged in we need 

not mention, except that in April last he was appointed Chief Engineer of the C.C. & C. road, and 

he is now actively discharging his duties in that capacity. Personally Col. Matson is a very 

unassuming man, but a decided worker. He is as warm a friend as Johnson City possibly could 

have, and no man here is held in higher esteem. 

 Of Mr. Hardin we speak elsewhere in connection with the narrow gauge (of which he is 

agent at this point) and of the Johnson City Real Estate Company.” 

 

 

10 February 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Reorganized. – At a meeting of the stockholders of the Johnson City Foundry and 

Machine Works last week Col. E.C. Reeves was elected President, and Mr. C.K. McCallum 
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Secretary and Treasurer. Mr. McCallum is a new addition to the firm, and besides being a great 

financial help, his sound business views and extensive experience in all branches of business will 

add largely to the profitableness of the company. He has been the general manager of the Scottish 

Land and Timber company for some time, and although still interested in the firm, has retired from 

the management. He will move his family from Knoxville to this place this week and take charge 

of the works at once. Mr. McCallum is an Englishman, and is a very pleasant gentleman, 

personally, and his family will be heartily welcomed into Johnson City society.” 

 

 

 
Figure 11. Johnson City Comet, 10 March 1887. 
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10 March 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works shipped ten dump cars to the S.A. & 

O.R.R. yesterday… Mr. S. Simcox, superintendent of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine 

Works, left for Cincinnati last Monday to buy new machinery… The Johnson City Foundry and 

Machine Works will put in a large steam hammer and other new machinery at once. They are 

prepared to do all kinds of machine work and will contract for all work in their line. See 

advertisement in this issue.” 

 

 

19 May 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works are putting in new machinery. Another 

large lathe will arrive this week… Mr. John W. Boring has been elected Secretary and Treasurer 

of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works, vice C.K. McCallum resigned… The Johnson 

City Foundry and Machine Works will ship castings for a turntable to Bristol for the S.A. & O.R.R. 

this week and have just received an order for a second one, 2400 bolts and four more dump cars. 

Altogether this Works have done more than two thousand dollars worth of work for this road.” 

 

 

2 June 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Messrs. N.G. Fair, M.T. Devault, and Dr. Sullins have formed a company to manufacture 

a machine patented by Mr. Fair. Mr. Fair is in the city superintending the construction of one of 

the machines at the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works. The machine is a ‘universal tin 

cutter’ and is designed to take the place of the square, circular, hand and stock shears, edge turner 

and will practically do away with the dies, saving $800, to the tinner by the combinations. The 

machines will probably be manufactured here.” 

 

 

30 June 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Engine No. 3, belonging to the Tennessee & Ohio R.R., that was overhauled in the 

Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works some time ago, was taken down to Rogersville last 

week. S. Simcox, Master Mechanic went down with it to see that every thing worked right.” 

 

 

28 July 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Two car loads of machinery and three car loads of patterns belonging to Gen. J.T. Wilder, 

that had been used in his foundry and machine shop in Chattanooga arrived in Johnson City 

Monday. The machinery will be placed in position in the Johnson City Foundry and Machine 

Works and the patterns packed away for safe keeping.” 

 

 

18 August 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works shipped the castings for the second turn 

table to the S.A. & O.R.R. at Bristol last Monday.” 

 

 

27 October 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works have received an order for fifty-two 

thousand pounds of bridge castings for the C., C. & C. railroad.” 

10 November 1887. Johnson City Comet. 
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 “The E.T. & W.N.C. railroad are having five new bridges framed in Johnson City for their 

road. The first bridge timbers were shipped yesterday for bridge No. 7 just above the gorge. The 

work is in charge of that veteran bridge builder, Geo. W. Lindamood, and is of course being put 

up right. The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works are furnishing the castings.” 

 

 

12 January 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works are crowded with work. They are at work 

on a large lot of bridge castings for the C.C. & C. railroad and an order for car wheels from Pulaski 

City, Va… 

Mr. Charlie Harvey, who has been running the engine at the Johnson City Foundry and 

Machine Works, has accepted a position with the E.T. & W.N.C. R.R. Co. and will run engine No. 

2. Warren Lilly takes his place at the machine shop. A better engineer than Charlie Harvey never 

pulled a throttle.” 

 

 

1 March 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works will pay one cent per pound for large 

clean cotton rags.” 

 

 

19 April 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Foundries. There are two foundries, the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Company 

being the largest. It employs an average of about fifty hands, and under the careful and enterprising 

management of Messrs. [Samuel] Simcox, [John W.] Boring and [Colonel E.C.] Reeves 

proprietors and Hodge and [W.N.] DeGroate as foremen, it has built up a large business throughout 

this section of the country. Miller Bros.’ establishment is smaller, but they are good business men, 

and their place is a credit to the city. Jacob McNees and Alf Hyder do some iron work.” 

 

 

14 June 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Factory. Yesterday application for charter was made by ‘The Knoxville 

Improvement Street Car’ Company. The charter members are H.K. Sams… It is understood that 

the company has been organized to make an improved street car. The first named gentleman has 

patented a street car, a car which has a motor power of a peculiar character, This car is said to be 

so constructed that no horses are needed. The Company will also manufacture any and all kinds of 

street cars, it is said… – Knoxville Tribune 7th inst. 

 Mr. H.K. Sams, the inventor of the above mentioned pattern street car power, is an old 

resident of Johnson City and was in the city last Monday. He is the inventor of a road engine that 

has a wonderful power and had one here at the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works. This 

street car that he is now at work on works on the same principle and when the car that the company 

has completed was tried the other day it worked like a charm. By this peculiar power a street car 

may be easily propelled at the rate of 10 miles an hour when loaded by one man. The people of 

this section will be glad to know that Mr. Sams’ efforts are at last to be crowned with success. This 

power will revolutionize the street car business and we know of no one better qualified to take the 

lead in this matter than Mr. Sams.”31 It appears that this enterprise was unsuccessful. 

 

 

 



55 
 

14 March 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The new 50-horse power engine for the electric light company has arrived and been placed 

in position at the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works.” 

 

 

21 March 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The E.T. & W.N.C. R.R. Co. have just completed a carpenter shop near the Foundry and 

Machine Works.” See Map 2B. 

 

 

21 March 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Electric Light Co. moved their dynamo from Evans’ factory to the Foundry and 

Machine Works last Tuesday night. The transfer begun at 12 o’clock midnight and completed 

before daylight.” 

 

 

25 April 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works have the contract for building fifteen of 

Rife’s patent hydraulic rams for Mr. Hoover, of Roanoke, Va. One of the rams is on exhibition in 

Love’s grove, opposite the Piedmont house.” The author was not able to identify any patents 

associated with the available information. 

 

 

29 August 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Engine No. 2 on the Narrow Gauge road is in the Johnson City Foundry and Machine 

Works being converted into a cold [coal] burner and otherwise overhauled. We note this 

improvement with pleasure.” 

 

 

12 December 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works have a contract for several tons of castings 

for the bridges on the Three C’s.” 

 

 

27 February 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Will Stay at Home. The order for the casting and iron work for the new hotel and office 

building for the Carnegie Land Company, has been given to the Johnson City Foundry and 

Machine Works. The order is a large one and Chattanooga and Knoxville companies had bids in 

but Johnson City never gets left. The company here does as good work and does it cheaper than 

any company in the State. It is not out of place to state here that there are only one or two larger 

and better equipped shops in the State than the Johnson City Foundry and machine works.” 

 

 

6 March 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “She’s Booming. – That’s What’s the Matter with Johnson City. It is a Healthy, Substantial 

Boom and No Mushroom Business About it. – The Knoxville Sentinel representative finds 

something to say about Johnson City. – Johnson City, Tenn., February 26… The Johnson City 

foundry and machine shops employ 50 men and turns out all kinds of work from a locomotive 

down to the most common piece of machinery…” 
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Figure 12. Johnson City Comet, 10 December 1891. 

 

 

21 January 1892. Johnson City Comet. 

 “... The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works are now prepared to do all kinds of 

Plumbing Work and guarantee it. They are here to stay. Not for a month or two only. Call at the 

office and get estimate on your work.” 
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25 February 1892. Johnson City Comet. 

 “A Big Casting. The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works yesterday moulded the 

largest casting that they have moulded since they have been in existence. It was a large trough for 

the Embreeville Iron Furnace, and weighed more than 8,000 pounds…” 

 

 

3 August 1893. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works are only working 8 hours per day – from 

6 to 3. This was done in preference to cutting down the force.” 

 

 

 
Figure 13. Johnson City Comet, 30 November 1893. 

 

 

1893. East Tennessee: Historical and Biographical. 

“Mr. Thomas E. Matson… is also president of the Johnson City Furniture Company, which 

has a capital of $20,000 and employs twenty-eight men, making a medium grade of hard-wood 



58 
 

furniture. He is also president of the Johnson City Brick-Works, which represents a capital of 

$15,000. This enterprise has a capacity of 25,000 bricks per day…”32 

 

 

7 June 1894. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Pierce & Myler have been repairing the roof on the foundry this week. It was wrecked 

and a portion blown off during the heavy storm some time ago.” The author did not find any other 

information on this storm damage. 

 

 

2 August 1894. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Men are at work making a stair way up the outside of the Foundry to give outside entrance 

to the chair factory of G.R. Hurlburt which will occupy a part of the second story.” 

 

 

20 September 1894. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Trustee’s Sale of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works. – Virtue of a deed in 

trust executed to me on the 17th day of September 1894, by the board of directors of the Johnson 

City Foundry and Machine Works, and registered in the register’s office of Washington county, 

Tenn., on September 18th, 1894, which action the board of directors was authorized by the 

stockholders of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works in meeting assembled on the 17th 

day of September, 1894, I, G.W. Sitton, trustee, in pursuance of the requirements of said board of 

directors, as set forth in said trust deed, will, on Friday, the 12th day of October, 1894, at the hour 

of eleven o’clock a.m., on the premises of the said Foundry and Machine Works, expose for sale, 

to the highest bidder, the plant of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works, which include 

the real estate, with the building thereon; the machinery, tools, patterns and good will; also three 

town lots, being lots Nos. 20, 21 and 30 block [?] No. 3, in Jobe’s addition, (sometimes called the 

J.A. Martin addition) to Johnson City, Tennessee, each lot fronting fifty feet on Poplar street. 

 Terms of Sale. The sale will be made on six and twelve month’s time in bar of the equity 

redemption, and the purchaser will be required to give interest bearing negotiable notes, secured 

by solvent personal security, with ten per cent. attorney’s fee clause added; and as a further security 

will be required to give mortgage, or trust deed, on the premises, with power of sale within thirty 

days if default be made in payment; and, also, must agree that, if default be made on the payment 

of the first note, the second note will fall due on such default being made. Possession will be given 

to purchaser on the day of sale. G.W. Sitton, Trustee.” 

 

 

25 October 1894. Johnson City Comet. 

 “A New Enterprise. – Watauga Chair and Wood Turning Works. – A Valuable Acquisition 

to Johnson City as a Manufacturing Industry. – We enjoyed the pleasure of a visit to the above 

establishment last Monday evening. The Watauga Chair and Wood Turning Works are run and 

operated by C.R. Hurlbut as proprietor. Mr. Hurlbut is the father of G.R. Hurlbut, well and 

favorably known to the public, and has lately come among us to enjoy not alone our salubrious 

and healthful climate, but to avail himself of one of the many advantages which this section of the 

country affords as a manufacturing center, and he has bent his energies in this direction with 

sleeves rolled up and his frame encased in a stout suit of overalls, having a practical knowledge of 
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the business and being a worker himself from away back, notwithstanding he has withstood the 

touch of time for seventy winters and summers. He was busy manipulating the machinery here and 

there, and consequently had no time to spare, but his courteous son, George, accommodatingly 

helped us with the modus operandi of the whole thing. 

 We were shown the Self-centering and Self-Releasing Lathe, which is a unique and all-

sufficient piece of machinery, made and built for speed as well as substantial work, and is run by 

the power of the ponderous engine on the first floor of the foundry. This machine will make 500 

chair legs per hour, or 4,500 per day, at nine hours to the day, provided the turner has sufficient 

power of endurance to stand at the machine and attend to it for that length of time. As we say, its 

capacity is 4,500 per day, if a hand can attend to it, but it is an ordinary day’s work to turn out 

from 3,000 to 3,500 of these chair legs. The rounds for 5,000 chairs, Mr. Hurlbut informs us, have 

been turned in one day in this establishment. This is marvelous, and shows that this firm is at work, 

and in dead earnest at that. Think of it – 35,000 chair rounds in one day! and it takes that number 

to furnish 5,000 chairs, allowing seven rounds to the chair, which is about the average number. 

 The same machine is intended to turn broom handles on also, and it is an easy job to make 

1,500 to 2,000 per day on it. Mr. Hurlbut says it is the only lathe used for this latter purpose this 

side of Michigan. These works are prepared to furnish any amount of broom handles on short 

notice, within the capacity of the machine, of course. 

 The different woods out of which these chair legs and rounds are made are oak, beach, 

maple and ash – oak being the most generally used, and the woods adjacent to the city are being 

daily besieged by the axe and saw in the hands of numbers of men who are busy getting out material 

for this hustling firm. 

 They have out stock now for 5,000 chairs, the seats of which are to be made of cane, wood, 

etc., and the firm also has an order for one car load of chair stock which will be shipped in a short 

while. 

 We were then shown the other machinery of the works, which was all arranged in apple 

pie order and in first class running condition, everything evidencing the fact that no novice was at 

the helm, but a practical and thoroughly experienced chair builder. Such as one is Mr. C.R. Hurlbut, 

and despite his age, he is nimbler by far than many men twenty years his junior. 

 In connection with this enterprise it would not be a bad business to establish a toothpick 

manufactory by way of utilizing the remnants that are left from the material used in making chairs, 

as it is worked down to splinters and hardly fit for any other purpose. 

 This busy, bustling, go-ahead establishment has its quarters on the upper floor of the 

Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works building, and it will pay you to make their place a visit 

and see business carried on intelligently and in a way that foreshadows success.”33 

 

 

1 November 1894. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Another Enterprise – To Be Started up and Operated by S.W. Wilson. An incline railroad 

about fifty yards long has been commenced at the foundry for the transportation of material from 

the yard and cars to the upper story of the building, where Mr. S.W. Wilson will soon have in 

active operation an insulator pin factory. 

 The wood work of the railroad has been about completed, which is in the neighborhood of 

twenty-five feet high where it enters to the building. 

 The rails will soon be put on the bed of the incline, and then operations will begin, when 

we will try to give the public an insight into its workings and purposes by a detailed account. In 
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the meantime, gentlemen, hurry up your work – the public will strain their eyesight to see 

something of it very soon.”34 

 

 

4 July 1895. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Retrospective and Prospective. Too many of our people, with voices pitched unpleasantly 

high, never fail when an opportunity presents itself to give Johnson City a black eye, which makes 

her future look decidedly uninviting to strangers visiting the city with a view of locating… It is 

true, along with other enterprising towns and cities, Johnson City has suffered wonderfully from 

the effects of the great depression in business which has swept over the country for the past four 

years… The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works is a large concern employing a number of 

skilled workmen and common laborers…” 

 

 

21 November 1895. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Help Wanted. To put in chair seats. Apply to the Watauga Chair Works, G.R. Hurlbut, 

agent.” 

 

 

6 February 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Business Changes. R.G. Johnson, who has been in the furniture business at his place for 

the past five or six years, has sold his stock of furniture to Bristol parties, and in the future will 

devote his entire time and attention to the manufacturing of insulator pins and the grinding of feed 

and chop, he having purchased the feed and chop mill of G.C. Harris. 

 Mr. Johnson will move his insulator pin factory, which is now situated near the Foundry 

and Machine Works plant, to his feed and chop mill, on Jobe street.” See maps 3B, 11 and 12. 

 

 

26 March 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

 “It Remains. J. Allen Smith, one of the owners of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine 

Works, has been in the city several days negotiating with Bristol parties to move the works to that 

place. But the city was saved this humiliation by G.W. Sitton and T.J. Golloway who leased it for 

one year. The contract closed Tuesday, and they will take charge on the first day of April.” 

 

 

16 July 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Back Taxes Sales… A parcel of land situated just south of the Southern railway in Johnson 

City, known as the Johnson City Foundry and Machine works, bounded on the south by Cherry 

street, assessed to Johnson City Foundry and Machine works, and owned by R M Rhea and J. 

Allen Smith.” 

 

 

15 October 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

 “A New Cannon. No matter how the election goes this city is bound to hear some big 

booming. Geo. Simcox, Jas. Hodges and Mack Oliver, the boy mechanics at the Johnson City 

Foundry and Machine Works, have, ‘between meals,’ constructed a handsome cannon for 
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celebrating purposes. They have named it ‘Billy,’ and as part of the makers belong to one party 

and part to the other, they have agreed that the remaining part of the name shall be added after the 

election. If Bryan wins the gun will be called ‘Billy Bryan,’ and if McKinley passes under the wire 

first it will be called ‘Bill McKinley.’ 

 The cannon is a splendid piece of workmanship and will belch forth the exultations of the 

victorious party after the election. It is made of fine Bessmer steel and weighs, unmounted, 136 

pounds. The entire weight, carriage and all, is 268 pounds. The gun is 4½ feet long and has 1½ 

bore. It is handsomely mounted on cast wheels 18 inches in diameter, made in the shop by the 

boys. It is a creditable job and will be a noisy acquisition to the jubilant party in this campaign.” 

 

 

11 March 1897. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Big Flood. The heavy rain Tuesday night put old Brush Creek on the war path and it came 

near flooding the town. In the first place, the railroad tressell [trestle] at P.Q. Miller’s became 

somewhat clog[g]ed and turned the water on the southeast side of the track. It come down into the 

foundry doing considerable damage to the moulding department. It was the highest ever known in 

that building. The creek itself had been higher a few times before, but it never got into the foundry 

to such depth before… The new channel seemed to be unable to carry off the water because the 

railroad bridge at the electric light plant [on North Roan Street] would not take it away fast 

enough…” 

 

 

6 May 1897. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Dissolution Notice. The partnership of Sitton & Galloway, lessees of the Johnson City 

Foundry & Machine Company, is dissolved. T.J. Galloway having sold his interest to G.W. Sitton 

and retires. The business will be continued by G.W. Sitton. Johnson City, Tenn., May 5, 1897. 

G.W. Sitton, T.J. Galloway.” 

 

 

2 December 1897. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Cob Pipes to be Manufactured in Johnson City. F.B. St. John is putting in the necessary 

machinery at the Foundry and Machine Works to manufacture cob pipes on a large scale. It is Mr. 

St. John’s intention to put a first class article on the market and one that will attract the smoker’s 

attention and require very little of his money. The pipes will be finished complete in the plant and 

put on the market ready for use. The plant will employ ten or fifteen men at fair wages and give 

the farmers a home market for their corn cobs, an article that has heretofore gone to waste.” 

 

 

17 February 1898. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Johnson City – The Future Manufacturing Center of East Tennessee… Johnson City 

Foundry and Machine Works, working from 25 to 30 machinists and labors…” 

 

 

17 February 1898. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Gump & Mathes, wholesale produce dealers of this city, are prepared now to furnish 

merchants in this city and neighboring towns all their meal and feed stuff, as they have just 
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completed a mill for that purpose, which is now in operation at the Foundry and Machine Works. 

The mill has a capacity of 100 bushels per day.” 

 

 

10 March 1898. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Another New Factory. F.B. St. John began the operation of his cob pipe factory 

Wednesday of this week. C.W. Buel, of Washington, Mo., who is an expert pipe maker will be 

superintendent of this plant. To begin with Mr. Buel will employ twelve men and boys, adding 

others as fast as the business demands. The output will be twenty-five hundred pipes per day. The 

farmers now can find ready sale for all the cobs they will bring to town.” 

 

 

5 May 1898. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Factory. E.F. Smith, superintendent of the Uptegrove Veneer factory, of this city, 

and a Mr. Spencer, of New York, have leased forty by sixty feet of ground space in the moulding 

department of the Foundry and Machine shop, and will begin at once to put in machinery for the 

purpose of doing veneer work. The plant will be known as the Johnson City Veneer Factory, and 

is an enterprise which Johnson City should be proud of. These gentlemen make a strong company 

financially and are thoroughly practical along that line. They propose to do a class of work that 

will not be equaled by any veneer mill in the country.” This operation is addressed separately, 

below, beginning on page 71.] 

 

 

18 August 1898. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Wholesale Grocery House. Johnson City is to have an exclusive wholesale grocery store 

again. Gump & Mathes, produce dealers and millers’ agents, have decided to go into the wholesale 

grocery business, and are now putting in a complete stock. They will continue to represent the 

Bristol City Mills, and will also continue the manufacture of corn meal at their own plant in this 

city. As they will do an exclusively wholesale business, they will have the trade of the city to a 

large extent. The members of the firm need no introduction to our people. They are old reliable 

business men in an increased business.” 

 

 

9 March 1899. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Andy Leonard, the boiler maker at the Foundry and Machine Works, who recently fell 

from a boiler at the planing mill of J.C. Stone & Co., is still confined to his room. He has recovered 

from the effects of the fall, but is now suffering with acute arterial rheumatism… 

Fingers Cut Off. E.B. McKeehan received a painful injury at the Foundry and Machine 

Works yesterday. While working with a pony planer he had the ends of three fingers of his left 

hand cut off above the first joint.” 

 

 

13 July 1899. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Machinery. Wm. E. Uptegrove & Bro. are constantly increasing their plant in this 

city. It has only been a few months since they put in a 100 horse power boiler and they are now 

arranging to put in another of 150 horse power capacity. They are also having a large slicer built 
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at the Johnson City Foundry & Machine Works. C.E. Osborne is now busy putting in the concrete 

foundations for this new machinery.” 

 

 

14 September 1899. Johnson City Comet. 

 “An emery wheel bursted at the city Foundry and Machine Works yesterday. D.J. Hobbs 

was struck in the face with fragments and badly injured.” 

 

 

13 December 1900. Johnson City Comet. 

 “A Branch at Bristol. The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works will probably operate 

a branch plant at Bristol. The Bristol Foundry & Machine Co. was recently destroyed by a fire and 

that town is now without such an institution. G.W. Sitton, the manager of the local company, says 

he has the matter of a branch at Bristol under advisement and may put it in. He is one of the best 

machinists in the state and the Foundry & Machine Works has done better under his management 

than at any time in its history. If he decides to put in a branch at Bristol it will be up-to-date in 

every particular.” 

 

 

25 July 1901. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Will Make Ice. After this season there will be no trouble over the ice problem. The 

Foundry and Machine company will solve it by putting in an ice machine with sufficient capacity 

to supply the town. The plant will be installed at once. That portion of the foundry now occupied 

by the Johnson City Veneer Mills will be used. The veneer plant will move to the north [actually 

south] side of the Southern track into buildings to be erected. The Southern will put in a spur track 

on the north side for the accommodation of the veneer plant.” 

 

 

3 October 1901. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Ice Plant Assured. The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Co. has closed a contract for 

a 30-ton refrigerating plant. The plant is modern and complete and is to be installed at once. The 

town has long needed a first-class ice plant to take care of the local trade, and the foundry has 

decided wisely to supply the demand. Room will be made in the foundry for the ice plant by 

moving the Johnson City Veneer Co. to another building to be erected.” 

 

 

5 December 1901. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine shop has been painted a Bill Johnson red and is 

very much improved in appearance.” 
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Figure 14. Johnson City Comet, 10 April 1902. 

 

 

1 May 1902. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Johnson City Ice Plant. Johnson City’s new ice plant just erected at the Johnson City 

Foundry and Machine Co. is about ready to begin making ice. The machinery has about all been 

installed and this week will find everything in shape to start the plant. The capacity is sufficient to 

supply a city of 25,000 inhabitants.” 

 

 

15 May 1902. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Charters Granted. The Home Ice & Coal Co., of Washington county, has been granted a 

charter with $2,000 capital stock. The incorporators are, William J. Exum, G.W. Sitton, B.J. Sitton, 

Chas. S. Brown and S.C. Williams. 

 The Johnson City Foundry & Machine Works has been granted a charter with $25,000 

capital stock. The incorporators are, G.W. Sitton, R.M. Rhea, J. Allen Smith, T.J. Reed, B.J. Sitton. 

– Nashville Banner.” 
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22 May 1902. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Making Ice. The Home Ice & Coal Co. has put its ice plant in operation and is now making 

as good a quality of ice as was ever used in this city. The plant is located at the Foundry and 

Machine Co., and is equipped with the very latest and best machinery for making ice from distilled 

water. The plant has a capacity of eighteen tons a day, but it is not making that much now. It 

requires 48 hours to freeze one of the 200 pound blocks, and it is so scheduled that four blocks are 

drawn every ten hours. 

 Charlie N. Brown has charge of the plant as secretary. The stockholders are all home men 

and all ice dealers in the city are handling the product of the plant. This is entirely proper and The 

Comet hopes that the demand may be so great for the ice that the plant will have to be increased 

before another season.” See Map 4E. 

 

 

29 May 1902. The Iron Age. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry & Machine Company, Johnson City, Tenn., manufacturers of 

brass and iron castings and turbine wheels, have been incorporated as the Johnson City Foundry 

& Machine Works. The new company will continue the business along the same lines, but on a 

more extensive scale. The incorporators are J. Allen Smith, R.M. Rhea and Thomas J. Peed of 

Knoxville and George W. and B.J. Sitton of Kansas City. George W. Sitton and Thomas J. Peed 

will be managers.”35 

 

 

 
Figure 15. Johnson City Comet, 7 August 1902. 
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29 January 1903. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Getting in Shape. The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works has orders for building 

a number of tramcars for the Caney River Lumber Company, of which J.M. Buck of this city is 

president. It is the company’s intention to build and operate a steam tramway into its immense 

timber district near the North Carolina state line. An engine and two cars are now here and will be 

shipped to Yancey county, N.C., to be put in operation at an early date.” 

 

 

 
Map 4E. A detail of the Home Ice and Coal Factory, April 1903. 

 

 

14 May 1903. Johnson City Comet. 

 “George W. Blevins, a boilermaker at the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Company’s 

works, had his right hand badly smashed Thursday morning by a line shaft, six inches in diameter, 

falling upon it. While nursing the injured member he is retired on half pay.” 
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16 July 1903. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works. The Johnson City Foundry and Machine 

Works, organized in 1884, has the distinction of being the second established industry in Johnson 

City and has been closely identified with its present growth and perpetuity. At this great foundry 

wood-working machinery, water wheels, brass and iron castings and forgings are manufactured, 

and general repair work is done. The abundance of raw material within easy access, and an 

unlimited fuel supply makes Johnson City an unsurpassed manufacturing location, and the Johnson 

City Foundry and Machine Co. were among the first manufacturers to observe and reap advantage 

from this fact. The great plant which they erected covers an era [area] of over 2 acres. Seventy-

five men are given steady employment, and the pay-roll which represents $550.00 per week, is 

considered most liberal. The company are daily in receipt of large contracts from every part of the 

south, and the plant is in continual operation. The officers are as follows: J. Allen Smith, president; 

G.W. Sitton vice-president and general manager; W.B. Johnson, secretary and treasurer; B.J. 

Sitton, master mechanic. All are local men, and to their united and individual efforts, a great 

measure of the city’s progress and success is due.” 

 

 
Figure 16. “Vertical Single-Acting Machine” “Steam Driven”.36 
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15 January 1904. The Tradesman. 

 “Mr. Chas. H. Behre, the southern sales manager of the York Mfg. Co., one of the most 

prominent ice and machine builders in the United States has had a phenomenal record in the south. 

Oming in this territory about five years ago, where the York machines had not been before 

represented, he has done a business second to no other concern. Among the many plants sold may 

be cited the following… Home Ice Co., Johnson City, Tenn., 15-ton plant…”37 

 

Table 1. Refrigeration Equipment for the Home Ice & Coal Company 

Name Location Business Key 
Tons 

Ice 

Tons 

Refrig. 

Home Ice & Coal Co. (1st Order) Johnson City Ice & Fuel B 10 20 

Home Ice & Coal Co. (2nd Order) Johnson City Ice & Fuel B 15 35 

“B. Vertical Single Acting Simple Engine.”38 

 

 

21 July 1904. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Putting in a Motor. The Johnson City Foundry and Machine Company has arranged with 

the Watauga Electric Company to install a 20-horse power motor and will in future operate the 

machine shop with electricity, doing away with the boiler and engine heretofore used. The motor 

has been ordered and will be installed at once.” 

 

 
Figure 17. Johnson City Comet, 28 July 1904. 
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Figure 18. Johnson City Comet, 15 June 1905. 

 

 
Figure 19. Johnson City Comet, 26 July 1906. 
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28 February 1907. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Will Move Plant. The Home Ice Co. is preparing to move its plant to get out of the way 

of the S. & W. road. A site has been secured [along the Southern Railway on “Railroad and Water 

streets”] just below Gump’s wholesale grocery store [on North Roan Street] and new buildings 

will be erected at once.” This new facility will be addressed in a later document. 

 

 

20 June 1907. Johnson City Comet.  

 “Through the City. – South & Western Now Building in Corporate Limits. The South & 

Western is now building through the corporate limits of Johnson City. Contractors Carpenter & 

Boxley have a steam shovel at work on the heavy cut on the Joe Lyle land. 

 The line leaves the main line north of the Embreville crossing and swings down by the 

John F. Lyle store house in front of the main entrance to the Soldier’s Home and crossing the 

Jonesboro road hugs the Southern down to the passenger depot and then follows the E.T.W.N.C. 

out to the Harris Mfg. Co. and uses the old road south. 

 General Manager [M.J.] Caples says it will be necessary to use the old road to Erwin for at 

least two years as work on the new route just south of this city has been held up by lawsuits over 

the right-of-way. 

The large brick warehouse at the Standard Oak Veneer Co.’s plant is to be removed to 

allow the track to pass that point and manager C.B. Allen has been notified to vacate. 

 This road will pass through the city on a slightly higher grade than the Narrow Gauge and 

the latter will be raised to correspond with the new grade. 

 This means the tearing away of the [Johnson City] foundry [& Machine Works] and all the 

buildings facing on the right-of-way from the big spring on Buffalo to Roan street.” 

 

 

13 February 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “S.&W. Shops Will be Moved. – Will Come Up Town and Occupy the Johnson City 

Foundry and Machine Shop. The S.W. people will not rebuild their temporary shop that burned 

two weeks ago in the Carnegie yards, but will move the machinery to the Johnson City Foundry 

and Machine Company’s plant about March 1st and occupy that until the permanent shops are 

located. The plant up town was recently purchased by the S.&W., but was leased to Mr. G.W. 

Sitton, and it being operated by him, but arrangements have been made by which the move is 

agreeable. This gives the S.&W. a much more complete machine shop and one that has few equals 

in East Tennessee. It seems to be a rational move on their part from a financial standpoint. This 

probably means that all trains will soon be running up town, either over the Narrow Gauge third 

rail, over their own line, and that the Carnegie yards are to be abandoned.”  

 

 

31 December 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Foundry and Machine shops are moving from the shops on Cherry street 

which they have occupied for years to their new home [on West Walnut Street] below the Standard 

Oak Co., giving way for Carter addition improvements.” 
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6 May 1909. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Big Plants Consolidate – Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works and Bristol Stove 

and Foundry Co. Merge. On May 1 the Bristol Stove and Foundry Co. and the Johnson City 

Foundry and Machine Works were consolidated and re-incorporated as the Dominion Iron Works. 

The general offices of the company will be in Johnson City, and the greater part of the work will 

be done here in the new plant now under construction on the line of the C., C. & O. west of the 

city. Ultimately the Bristol plant will be abandoned and moved to this city. Considerable new 

capital has been interested and $40,000 has been paid in on a capital stock of $50,000.” 

 

 

Johnson City Veneer Mills, at this location 1898 – 1901  

(A Tenant Operating Within the Johnson City Foundry and Machine Works) 

 

14 April 1898. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Veneer Mill. Johnson City will have another veneer factory in operation at an early 

day. It will be known as the Johnson City veneer mills and will be operated by Messrs. [Edwin F.] 

Smith and [A.W.] Spencer, who are now connected with the [William E.] Uptegrove plant of this 

city.” 

 

 

5 May 1898. Johnson City Comet. 

“New Factory. E.F. Smith, superintendent of the Uptegrove Veneer factory, of this city, 

and a Mr. [A.W.] Spencer, of New York [and also a member of the Uptegrove & Brother 

operation], have leased forty by sixty feet of ground space in the moulding department of the 

[Johnson City] Foundry and Machine shop, and will begin at once to put in machinery for the 

purpose of doing veneer work. The plant will be known as the Johnson City Veneer Factory, and 

is an enterprise which Johnson city should be proud of. These gentlemen make a strong company 

financially and are thoroughly practical along that line. They propose to do a class of work that 

will not be equaled by any veneer mill in the country.” 

 

 

12 May 1898. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Industrial Notes… Work on the Johnson City Veneering company’s plant is progressing 

rapidly. It will be located in the foundry department of the Johnson City Foundry and Machine 

Works, the building having been leased for three years for that purpose. The proprietors of the new 

enterprise, Messrs. [Edwin F.] Smith & [A.W.] Spencer [both part of William E. Uptegrove & 

Brother], are now in the east purchasing the necessary machinery and supplies.” 

 

 

17 August 1899. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Saw Mill. The Johnson City Veneer Mills continue to expand. The work has 

increased so rapidly that it has been found necessary to put in a saw mill near the plant to cut up 

logs from which the quartered oak stock is made. The engine and boiler were set last week in the 

lot in the rear of the Foundry and Machine Co. and the saw mill is now being placed. This is rapidly 

growing into one of the most important industries in the city. Mr. [Edwin F.] Smith, the genial 

general manager [and also the manager of the Uptegrove Cigar Box factory], is a man of wonderful 
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energy and enterprise, and is a mechanical genius. He is turning out some of the finest quartered 

oak that is on the market and finds a ready sale for all the quartered or rotary stock he can cut.” 

 

 

7 February 1901. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Johnson City Veneer Mills. Clifton L. Sitton, of Talledega, Ala., has moved to 

Johnson City, and occupied the position as assistant manager of the Johnson City Veneer Mills. 

Mr. Sitton is a son of our townsman, B.J. Sitton, superintendent of the Foundry and Machine Co., 

and is well qualified for the place he is to fill. This change does not influence with the shop 

management, which will remain in charge of J.F. Johnson. The business of this enterprise has 

grown constantly for the last year and it is now one of our leading industries. The plant covers 

more than an acre of ground and is filled with machinery of the most approved pattern, dry kilns 

and shipping department. The veneers cut are the finest figured quartered oak and find a ready sale 

on the best markets. In fact the plant can not begin to keep up with its orders.” 

 

 

25 July 1901. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Will Make Ice. After this season there will be no trouble over the ice problem. The 

Foundry and Machine company will solve it by putting in an ice machine with sufficient capacity 

to supply the town. The plant will be installed at once. That portion of the foundry now occupied 

by the Johnson City Veneer Mills will be used. The veneer plant will move to the north side of the 

Southern track into buildings being erected. The Southern will put in a spur track on the north side 

for the accommodation of the veneer plant.” Note, the Johnson City Veneer mills appear to have 

remained on the south side of the track, see “A Draft Documentary History of Industries along the 

Railroads through Johnson City, Part 1…” 
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3. The Businesses on the West Side of Buffalo Street, Between Ash and Jobe Streets,  

1891 – Present. 

(Maps and Figures) 

 

 

Businesses on the Northwest Corner of Buffalo and Cherry Streets 

 

“W.E. Uptegrove & Bro Lumber Yard,” by 1903 

“W.M. Ritter Lumber Yard,” 1903 – 1905  

 

Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio Railway Depot Building, 1909 – Present 

Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio Railway Depot, 1909 – 1985 

Abandoned, 1985 – 2012   

Commercial Use and Visitor Center, 2012 – Present 

 

 

Businesses on the Southwest Corner of Buffalo and Cherry Streets 

 

“K.P. Jones & Co. Lumber Yard,” at this location, 1902? – 1909?  

 

Summers – Parrott Hardware Company Building, 1909 – Present 

Summers – Parrott Hardware Company, at this location 1909 – 1916? 

Summers Hardware Company, 1916? – 1936  

Summers Hardware and Supply Company, 1936 – present  
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Map 10A. A composite map of the area between Jobe and Ash streets, along Buffalo Street in January 1891.39 
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Map 11A. A composite map of the area between Jobe and Ash streets, along Buffalo Street in May 1897.40 
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Map 12A. A composite map of the businesses between Jobe and Ash streets, along Buffalo Street in April 1903.41  

Note  the “W.E. Uptegrove & Bro Lumber Yard” on the northwest corner of Buffalo and Cherry streets and the 

“K.P. Jones & Co.” lumber yard on the southwest corner of Buffalo and Cherry streets.  
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Map 13A. A composite map of the area between Jobe and Ash streets, along Buffalo Street in December 1908.42  

Note that “Brading & Marshall” have occupied the building of “The City Stable Livery” and that the “Big Spring” 

is gone. Perhaps also of interest, note the continued presence of the “K.P. Jones & Co Lumber Yard” on the 

northeast and southwest corners of Buffalo and Cherry streets. The Johnson City Comet appears to indicate that 

Brading & Marshall had entirely succeeded K.P. Jones & Company in 1904 and the author did not locate any 

“K.P. Jones & Co” advertisements in the Johnson City Comet after 1904. 
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Map 14A. A composite map of the businesses along Buffalo Street, between Jobe and Ash streets, in July 1913.43 

Note that the Clinchfield depot has been built on the land formerly occupied by the “W.E. Uptegrove & Bro 

Lumber Yard” on the northwest corner of Buffalo and Cherry streets, and the Summers – Parrott Hardware 

Company has constructed its building on the land previously occupied by a “K.P. Jones & Co” lumber yard, as 

well as that of a private dwelling. Also note that the “office” of “K.P. Jones & Co” is the only building that 

remains of their facilities at the northeast corner of Buffalo and Cherry streets. Apparently, this building was used 

by the Clinchfield as a temporary ticket office in 1908. Apparently the other facilities of “K.P. Jones & Co”, as 

well as the livery, had been demolished as a result of the construction of the Clinchfield mainline through Johnson 

City.  
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Map 15A. A composite map of the businesses along Buffalo Street, between Jobe and Ash streets, in February 

1920.44 Note that the temporary ticket office of the Clinchfield (previously the office of “K.P. Jones & Co.”, 

which was east across Buffalo Street from the Clinchfield depot) has been removed. 
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3. The Businesses on the West Side of Buffalo Street, Between Ash and Jobe Streets,  

1891 – Present. 

 

 

3.1. Businesses on the Northwest Corner of Buffalo and Cherry Streets 

 

3.1.1. “W.E. Uptegrove & Bro Lumber Yard,” by 1903 

“W.M. Ritter Lumber Yard,” 1903 – 1905  

 

3.1.2. Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio Railway Depot Building, 1909 – Present 

Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio Railway Depot, 1909 – 1985 

Abandoned, 1985 – 2012   

Commercial Use and Visitor Center, 2012 – Present 

 

3.2. Businesses on the Southwest Corner of Buffalo and Cherry Streets 

 

3.2.1 “K.P. Jones & Co. Lumber Yard,” at this location, 1902? – 1909?  

 

3.2.2. Summers – Parrott Hardware Company Building, 1909 – Present 

Summers – Parrott Hardware Company, at this location 1909 – 1916? 

Summers Hardware Company, 1916? – 1936  

Summers Hardware and Supply Company, 1936 – present  
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3.1. Businesses on the Northwest Corner of Buffalo and Cherry Streets 

 

3.1.1. W.M. Ritter Lumber Yard, 1903 – 1905?  

W.E. Uptegrove & Brother Lumber Yard, c. 1903 

 

These facilities were served by dual-gauge trackage, c. 1903. 
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Map 4F. This detail shows the relationship between the lumber yards of W.M. Ritter and W.E. Uptegrove & Brother at Buffalo and 

Cherry streets, across the tracks from the E.T. & W.N.C. freight depot and the Southern Railway freight and passenger depot.45
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3.1.1. W.M. Ritter Lumber Yard, 1903 – 1905? 

W.E. Uptegrove & Brother Lumber Yard, c. 1903 

 

 

 W.M. Ritter Lumber Yard, 1903 – 1905? 

 

This facility was located west of the W.E. Uptegrove & Brother lumber yard, on the corner of 

Buffalo and Cherry Streets. It was served by dual-gauge trackage, c. 1903. 

 

 

15 May 1903. The Tradesman. 

 “The Ritter Lumber Co., of Saginaw, N.C., has established a branch yard and office in 

Johnson City, Tenn… The Ritter Lumber Co… will establish a branch mill in Johnson City, Tenn., 

instead of Elizabethton, as first intended.”46 Note, the author has not found any information that 

would indicate that this mill was ever actually built in Johnson City. 

 

 

4 June 1903. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Ritter Lumber Company is erecting a large building on the lot opposite the big spring 

on Buffalo street. A three rail side track has been run into it and the work of handling lumber will 

not be retarded any longer on account of the weather.” 

 

 

1 July 1903. The Tradesman. 

 “The Ritter Lumber Co. is erecting a mammoth lumber shed in its yard at Johnson City, 

Tenn., and it otherwise preparing to do extensive business.”47 

 

 

14 December 1905. Johnson City Comet. 

“Lumber Plant Burned. Thursday night about ten o’clock the large assorting warehouse of 

the Wm. Ritter Lumber Co. on Buffalo street was destroyed by fire. About 300,000 feet of lumber 

was consumed and several box cars belonging to the Southern. The caboose of the Embreville 

local standing upon the siding was burned and a chair car of the E.T. & W.N.C. road, housed in a 

shed was lost.” 

 

 

January 1906. Packages. 

“Plant of Wm. Ritter Lum. Co., Johnson City, Tenn., burned. Loss $5,000.”48 It appears 

that this facility was never rebuilt. 

 

 

W.E. Uptegrove & Brother Lumber Yard, c. 1903 

 

This facility was located on the northwest corner of Buffalo and Cherry Streets.  

It was served by dual-gauge trackage, c. 1903. 

 

 The author has not found any additional information on this facility.  
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3.1.2. Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio Railway Depot Building, 1909 – Present 

(Maps and Figures) 

 

Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio Railway Depot, 1909 – 1985 

Abandoned, 1985 – 2012   

Commercial Use and Visitor Center, 2012 – Present 

 

This building is located on the northwest corner of Cherry and Buffalo streets.   
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Map 6B. This map depicts the relationship between the union depot, the Clinchfield depot, the Summers – Parrott Hardware Company building and 

the Love – Thomas building, in July 1913. The Clinchfield depot and platform were constructed on land previously occupied by lumber yards belonging 

to W.M. Ritter and W.E. Uptegrove & Brother, see Map 4F. 
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Map 8C. This map depicts the relationship between the union depot, the Clinchfield depot, the Summers – Parrott Hardware Company building and 

the Love – Thomas building, in February 1920.
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Map 6C. A detail of the C.C.&O. Freight Depot in July 1913. 
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Map 8D. A detail of the C.C.&O. Passenger Station and the E.T. & W.N.C. Freight Depot in February 1920. 
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Figure 20. An aerial view of the Clinchfield depot, near the center of this photograph, on 19 April 1941.49 Note the Post Office and the Love – Thomas 

building along the bottom of this photograph. Also note the E.T. & W.N.C. depot and the Summers Hardware & Supply Company to the left and right 

of the Clinchfield depot, respectively, along with the light-colored Free Service Tire Company building in the top left.    
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Figure 20A. A detail of the Clinchfield depot (bottom center) and the E.T. & W.N.C. depot (top center). 
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Figure 21. A view of the Clinchfield depot, behind and left of the Summers Hardware & Supply Company on 1 March 1947. Also note the E.T. & 

W.N.C. depot, surrounded by tractor trailers, behind the Clinchfield depot, with a Plymouth/Desoto dealership on the other side of the Southern Railway 

tracks. The light-colored building near the top center of this photograph is occupied by the Free Service Tire Company, and the structure to its right is 

the Harr building.50  
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Figure 22. A modern photograph of the Clinchfield depot, from Cherry Street looking northeast toward Buffalo Street.51 Note the former E.T. & W.N.C. 

depot in the left background. 
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Figure 23. A modern photograph of the Clinchfield depot, looking north across Cherry Street.52  
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Figure 24. “CC&O Depot. The depot, located at 300 Buffalo Street and now restored as the Tupelo Honey Café, was built in 1908 with two sections: 

a two-story passenger station and a one-story freight house/depot. The depot was used as a passenger station until 1955 and as a yard office until the 

1970s. Listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2008, it is the only intact depot of the three railroads in town. (Frank Tannewitz Jr. 

collection.)”53 
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Figure 25. The Clinchfield Depot, with the Summers Hardware & Supply Company building to the left. This photograph was dated July 1974 and looks 

southwest across Buffalo Street.54 Note the Clinchfield diesel switch engine, between the buildings. 
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Figure 26. “Clinchfield Depot” in 1974, looking southwest across Buffalo Street.55 
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Figure 27. June 1989 – CC&O Depot in Johnson City. Historian Chris Ford captioned this photograph: “This is the old Clinchfield Depot and offices 

in downtown Johnson City. The ET&WNC Depot is directly across the tracks and the street to the right. Looks like part of this building is being used 

as a lamp storage place. The freight storage sections were in pretty bad shape, especially the roof. In the 20 years since this photo was taken the building 

has gone through several owners, some attempted restorations, and lately has been acquired I think by a development foundation in Johnson City with 

the intent to restore and re-purpose the historic landmark. Hope they do.”56  
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Figure 28. “C.C. & O. Depot.”57 
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Figure 29. The Clinchfield depot, looking south across Buffalo Street.58 
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Figure 30. This photograph shows the C.C. & O. depot, with the Summers Hardware Company building behind 

it on the left side. The Love – Thomas office building is on the right side of this photograph. This view looks 

south along Buffalo Street, with the E.T. & W.N.C. depot just out of the photograph to the right. Also, note the 

trolley tracks along Buffalo Street.59 This photograph appears to date to between 1916 and 1931, as the Summers 

– Parrott Hardware Company changed its name to Summers Hardware Company in 1916 (or 1917) and the trolley 

tracks were reportedly removed by 1931. Also notice the sign for the “New York Restaurant” on the Harr building, 

on the left behind the utility pole. An article by Cliff Ward and John Waite included a caption for this photograph 

with: “The ET&WNC depot is out of sight, just to the right of the 1920s era automobiles…”60   
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Figure 30A. A detail of the C.C. & O. Railway Depot and the Summers Hardware Company. 
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Figure 31. “Engine #8 at Johnson City, TN”.61 Note the Clinchfield depot and Summers Hardware in the left background, as well as Andy Kern by the 

pilot of the locomotive. 
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Figure 32. This photograph, looking southwest, shows the trolley tracks on Buffalo Street and dual-gauge trackage, with the Clinchfield platform in 

the background.62 Note the Love – Thomas office building in the middle background of this photograph. Also note that this photograph appears to date 

to between 1920 and 1931. The curved platform of the Clinchfield depot was added after February 1920 (see Map 8D) and the trolley tracks were 

reportedly removed in 1931. 
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Figure 33. “Southbound [Clinchfield passenger] train 38 with Class G-2 locomotive 100 at Johnson City, Tn. Some locomotives fans said the class G-

2 was ‘quaint’. Others said it was ‘plain ugly’. Circa 1930.” Another source dates this photograph to 2 February 1935. “H.W. Painter/G.W. Best – 

Floyd Bruner Collection”.63 This train appears to be at the Clinchfield depot. Engine #100, a Baldwin 4-6-0 Ten-Wheeler, was built in December 1908, 

with an empty weight of 82 tons. Based on the available photographs, it appears that the Clinchfield employed their Ten-Wheelers in passenger service. 

This engine was retired on 1 September 1938 and scrapped. 
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Figure 34. “Clinchfield Railway No. 150” at the curved Clinchfield depot platform.64 Notice the E.T. & W.N.C. freight depot in the left background. 
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Figure 35. Clinchfield Engine #151 “Clinchfield Railway Platform”.65 Historian Johnny Graybeal captioned this photograph: “A northbound passenger 

train has stopped at the CC&O depot in the late Thirties. By this point, only one passenger train ran each way per day on the Clinchfield. The Clinchfield 

tracks through Johnson City were in a gradual curve, and even the covered platform had a curve built into it. Courtesy Alan Bridwell, Johnson City 

Economic Development Board.”66 Note the tall building in the left background, which was built for the Unaka & City National Bank in 1921 that 

became the Hamilton National Bank on 30 September 1932. Also note that the structure to the right of the railroad crossing signal to the right of the 

canopy above the platform appears to be the safety tower on Buffalo Street. 
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Figure 36. A modern photograph of the Clinchfield depot, looking southeast, in 2007. Note the Summers Hardware & Supply company in the right 

background.67
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3.1.2. Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio Railway Depot Building, 1909 – Present 

 

South & Western Railway (impact on downtown), 1905 – 1908  

Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio Railway Depot, 1909 – 1985 

Abandoned, 1985 – 2012   

Commercial Use and Visitor Center, 2012 – Present 

 

The Clinchfield Depot building is located on the northwest corner of Cherry and Buffalo streets. 

 

 

 

South and Western Railway Company (impact on downtown), 1905 – 1908 

 

 

15 June 1905. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The South & Western has just made a new survey through Johnson City. They come into 

this city west of the union depot through the Miller lands, cross the Southern near the Soldiers’ 

Home, on Harry Lyle’s property and go out to Holston avenue and down through Carnegie.” 

 

 

7 February 1907. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Will Come Up Town. Beginning at once the S. & W. will run passenger trains up town 

over the tracks of the E.T. & W.N.C. R.R. Trains will be backed in from the S. & W. crossing each 

morning and will come up town first of evenings. This will be a great accommodation to the 

traveling public and will be much appreciated.”  

 

 

20 June 1907. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Through the City. – South & Western Now Building in Corporate Limits. The South & 

Western is now being built through the corporate limits of Johnson City. Contractors Carpenter & 

Boxley have a steam shovel at work on the heavy cut on the Joe Lyle land. 

 The line leaves the main line north of the Embreville crossing and swings down by the 

John F. Lyle store house in front of the main entrance to the Soldier’s Home and crossing the 

Jonesboro road hugs the Southern down to the passenger depot and then follows the E.T.W.N.C. 

out to the Harris Mfg. Co. and uses the old road south. 

 General Manager [M.J.] Caples says it will be necessary to use the old road to Erwin for at 

least two years as work on the new route just south of this city has been held up by lawsuits over 

the right-of-way. 

 The large brick warehouse at the Standard Oak Veneer Co.’s plant is to be removed to 

allow the track to pass that point and manager C.B. Allen has been notified to vacate. 

 This road will pass through the city on a slightly higher grade than the Narrow Gauge and 

the latter will be raised to correspond with the new grade. 

 This means the tearing away of the foundry and all the buildings facing the right-of-way 

from the big spring on Buffalo street to Roan street.” 
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6 February 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

“Railroad Shops Destroyed – Sunday Morning Blaze Hits the South & Western Hard. Fire 

destroyed between ten and eleven thousand dollars worth of property for the South & Western 

Railroad.  

General Manager [M.J.] Caples wires Train Master [Mel H.] Weiler from New York to put 

a force of men to work rebuilding the shop on the old site immediately.  

Sunday morning about 2 o’clock fire broke out in the South and Western machine shop, 

destroying the shop, one passenger coach, besides doing slight damage to one locomotive and shop 

machinery. With the thermometer close to zero, a few of the fire laddies braved the cold and fought 

fire to keep from freezing. Mel H. Weiler, train master; E.J. Vandergrift, master carpenter; H.L. 

Hobbs, master mechanic, and Lynch Thompson, conductor, were quickly on the scene, shifting 

cars and saving the rolling stock of the road, and by their timely assistance and presence of mind 

is due to a great extent the slight loss the road sustained. Mr. Vandergrift had two fingers frozen 

and Mr. Weiler injured his leg that was broken a short time back.  

The higher officials can congratulate themselves that while absent from the city their 

interests were in the hands of faithful employees of the operating department who performed 

valuable assistance in protecting the railroad’s property at the cost of much physical suffering to 

themselves.  

If Carnegie or the higher officials of the South and Western have a medal laying around 

loose, we move it be awarded to the fire laddies and the above mentioned gentlemen, for they were 

walking icicles and worked like ‘Trojans.’  

The new shop will contain about one-third more square feet of floor-space, but, like its 

predecessor, will be only a temporary affair.” 

 

 

13 February 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “S.&W. Shops Will be Moved. – Will Come Up Town and Occupy the Johnson City 

Foundry and Machine Shop. The S.W. people will not rebuild their temporary shop that burned 

two weeks ago in the Carnegie yards, but will move the machinery to the Johnson City Foundry 

and Machine Company’s plant about March 1st and occupy that until the permanent shops are 

located. The plant up town was recently purchased by the S.&W., but was leased to Mr. G.W. 

Sitton, and it being operated by him, but arrangements have been made by which the move is 

agreeable. This gives the S.&W. a much more complete machine shop and one that has few equals 

in East Tennessee. It seems to be a rational move on their part from a financial standpoint. This 

probably means that all trains will soon be running up town, either over the Narrow Gauge third 

rail, over their own line, and that the Carnegie yards are to be abandoned.”  

 

 

Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio Railway Depot, 1908 – 1983 

 

26 March 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “S. & W. Purchase Approved. – Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio Railroad Takes Over All 

Property of the Tennessee Corporation. A meeting of the stockholders of the Carolina, Clinchfield 

and Ohio railway was held… and the purchase of the South & Western railroad, a Tennessee 

corporation, by the Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio, duly approved… The Carolina, Clinchfield 

and Ohio railroad, of which George L. Carter is president, will take over all the property now held 

by the South and Western railroad, of Tennessee, and the new name, it is understood, will become 

effective very soon. The transfer will be a formal one. – Bristol Herald – Courier.” 



110 
 

21 May 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Outlook is Favorable. There has been a distinct note of optimism in local business circles 

in the past week. Besides encouraging signs of improvement evident throughout the whole country, 

the measured activity of the C., C. & O. in pushing its work is promotive of much satisfaction. The 

work of that railroad is both in the city and along the line is being pushed. Rush work is in progress 

on the temporary shops at Carnegie, work is going on in the west end, and several additional work 

trains have been set going. Taken together the outlook is favorable, and it would seem that the long 

expected big expansion for Johnson City will soon set in.”  

 

 

4 June 1908. Johnson City Comet.  

 “Heavy Rain Storm – Johnson City Visited by Great Flood – Buildings Flooded, Bridges 

and Fences Disappear rapidly… The new track of the C.C. & O. above the city had about half the 

fills washed out for several hundred yards…” 

 

 

4 June 1908. Johnson City Comet.  

 “Temporary Shops of C.C. & O. to be Completed – Trains to Run by September. Work 

will be resumed on the C.C. & O. temporary shops at Carnegie at once. The large wheel lathe is in 

position, and the building will be roofed over this week and next. 

 September 1st will probably see the road open for train service to Marion, N.C., and by 

November 1st, it is expected that the line will be completed with connection with the Seaboard Air 

Line at Bostic, N.C. When this is done, the large increase of rolling stock in use will necessitate 

much better shop facilities, and many more shop and repair track employes. 

It is semi-officially reported that the road will be in operation north to coal fields by January 

1st. In that event it seems probable that new and permanent shops will be begun early in the coming 

year...” 

 

 

23 July 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Track Being Laid. – The C., C. & O. About to Reach Marion Over its Own Rails. The 

track laying is about completed on the C., C. & O. between Johnson City and Marion, N.C., only 

about five miles remain to be laid and trains will be operated direct to Marion. This will be 

completed in a few days unless there is some unforeseen delay.” 

 

 

30 July 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Connection is Made – Steel Ribbons Extend Across Blue Ridge – Johnson City to Marion 

– Within Thirty Days Tracks will be in Condition for Regular Traffic. – Yesterday at a point about 

25 miles south of Altapass, N.C., the last spike was driven along the dark blue steel ribbons that 

extend across the Blue Ridge Mountains from Johnson City to Marion, N.C., and the Carolina, 

Clinchfield & Ohio railroad is now a reality. The track was laid by the company’s own forces, but 

McArthur Bros. had the contract for grading. As fast as the work train can haul ballast the track 

will be put in proper condition for traffic and early in September it is calculated to have trains 

operated regularly between this city and Marion. This is the end Johnson City has had in view 

since 1889 and there is every reason why our citizens should feel elated, and this is not all. As fast 

as human agencies can accomplish it the line is being pushed to the ocean on the south and the 
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coal fields on the north and ere long the coal will flow continuously to the Atlantic for points 

beyond.” 

 

 

20 August 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “C., C. & O. News. – Work on New Road Progressing Rapidly Under Present Conditions. 

– Trainmaster M.H. Weiler stated to The Comet yesterday that a regular passenger train would be 

put on between Johnson City and Marion, N.C., Sept. 1st, leaving here about the same time it now 

departs and returning in time to connect with No. 2 on the Southern… 

 Trainmaster Weiler will put on work trains Sept. 1st laying track on the line through the 

city and northward as far as the roadbed is completed… 

 A number of short bridges have been put in between this city and Boone’s creek, where a 

large force of hands are now at work on a steel bridge which spans the creek. It will be eighty-five 

feet high and more than 300 feet long. The concrete abutments and piers are finished.” 

 

 

8 September 1908. The Clinchfield Railroad, The Story of a Trade Route Across the Blue Ridge 

Mountains. 

“Regular train service was inaugurated between Johnson City and Marion on September 8, 

1908, a distance of 98 miles. The lines northward from Johnson City to Dante… were expected to 

be opened to traffic by February, 1909…”68 

 

 

10 September 1908. Johnson City Comet.  

 “Trains Now Go Through to Marion. Last Monday the new passenger schedule from 

Johnson City to Marion, N.C., on the C., C. & O. was inaugurated. The first train made the round 

trip without event and returned just 2 minutes behind schedule. 

 

 

10 September 1908. Johnson City Comet.  

“C., C. & O. Ask Permission to Construct its Lines Across the Streets. There is every 

evidence that the C., C. & O. railroad is preparing to build its line through the city. At a meeting 

of the city council Monday night Attorney J. Norment Powell, general counsel for the road, asked 

the city to grant the road the privilege of crossing all streets and alleys running north and south 

between the Sloan land, Oak Veneer mills and the Harris Mfg. Co. He also asked the privilege of 

closing certain streets, if ever dedicated as such, and opening others in their stead, and of widening 

other streets, and asked the city to assist in this process by purchasing or condemning a ten-foot 

strip on one side of Cherry street, by agreeing to give the same amount on the other side, making 

the street 50 feet wide. The railroad will swing down through the Joe Lyle farm and parallel the 

Southern to the foundry and then parallel the Narrow Gauge to the present operated track at the 

junction. Special ordinances were presented to carry out the requests and were passed upon their 

first reading. With some modifications and safeguards they will pass in due season and active work 

on the construction of the line through the city will begin and all the buildings from the foundry to 

the Harris factory will be razed to make way for the main line and side tracks.” 
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Figure 37. Johnson City Comet, 15 October 1908. 
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24 September 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Notice to the Traveling Public – On and after Saturday, September 26, 1908, the Carolina, 

Clinchfield and Ohio railway will operate its passenger trains from Johnson City, Tenn., over the 

tracks of the East Tennessee and Western North Carolina railroad. 

 Carnegie will be closed as a passenger station, and trains will start from and arrive at depot, 

corner of Cherry and Buffalo streets, opposite Southern Ry. depot, on same time they are scheduled 

to leave from and arrive at Carnegie. 

 John A. Muse, Acting General Passenger Agent.” 

 

 

1 October 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Rapid Railroad Work. – The C.C. & O. Coming Up Town a Hit with Travelers – Boones 

Creek Bridge Delivered. Beginning last Saturday the Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio railroad has 

been running its trains into the city over the E.T. & W.N.C.R.R. Co.’s tracks and it is a great 

convenience to the traveling public. The trains arrive and depart from the union station on Buffalo 

street. The C., C. & O. is using the little brick building on Cherry and Buffalo streets near the big 

spring for a ticket office [see Map 14]. It will be only a short time until the freight depot will be 

moved up town also. It is understood that the building now occupied by Stevens Bros. on Spring 

street [see “Produce Ho.” in Figure 113] will be used for a temporary depot. That there is 

something doing in railroad circles no one can doubt. As soon as the board of aldermen decides to 

let the company use Cherry street for its main line it will not be long until the line will be connected 

through the city and the buildings between Cherry street and the Narrow Gauge road will be torn 

away to make room for the yard tracks. Already occupants of many buildings have been notified 

to vacate the property for that purpose. 

The track is laid north of Johnson City eight miles to Boones creek bridge and a crew is at 

work there erecting the steel superstructure. It is to be a mammoth affair and will require about 

three months to complete. About fifteen car loads of the steel sections were delivered this week, 

many of the rigid trusses being the largest used on any railroad in the south. By the time the bridge 

is completed the track laying crew will probably reach it and connection be made through at that 

time. 

A work train and a large force of men are at work on the eight miles north of the city 

ballasting the track and putting it in good condition.” 

 

 

8 October 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Passed Third Reading. – The Board of Aldermen Grant the C., C. & O. Certain Privileges 

and Property Rights. The board of aldermen met last night to consider the ordinance granting the 

C., C. & O. railroad the right to cross all streets between West street, near the Standard Oak plant, 

and Grover street, near the Harris Mfg. Co., and to close Cherry street…” 

 

 

8 October 1908. Johnson City Comet.   

 “At Work in the City. – Big Steam Irishman Levelling the Earth for Main Line of C., C. & 

O. Through the City. Tuesday morning a No. 60 steam shovel was sidetracked at the intersection 

of Roan street and the E.T. & W.N.C. Ry. right of way and just before noon it began dipping the 

earth from the front of the old E.C. Reeves property and has since been making rapid progress 
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down the line in front of that row of houses toward Spring street and thence to Buffalo street to a 

connection with the line built to that point. Only one track will be put down just now and it will be 

used as the main line through the city and later as an industrial line reaching factory sites and 

wholesale houses. The company is asking permission to use Cherry street for tracks and will use 

all of the land lying between Cherry street and the E.T. & W.N.C. road for side tracks and yards. 

It looks good to our people who have waited twenty-two years for it to happen, and it will not be 

long until the great connecting link from coal to coast will be a reality.” 

 

 

15 October 1908. Johnson City Comet.   

 “Work Progressing on Industrial Line. The C., C. & O. line through the city is progressing 

rapidly. The steam shovel finished the excavation from Roan street to the big spring Tuesday and 

is now working east of Division street. In order to get the road properly located east of Roan street 

it was necessary to purchase a strip of land from the Watauga Tannery for the purpose of shifting 

the tracks of the E.T. & W.N.C.R.R. 37 feet north and this give the C., C. & O. room to lay its 

track directly parallel with it as far out as the present crossing. The entire line through the city is 

covered with men and it soon will be completed. Buildings along the route are being torn away 

and the giant oaks at the big spring have given way to the woodman’s axe and the spring will soon 

be closed to the eye of man and the foot of goose forever. Orders have been issued for the razing 

of 31 houses at once that are in the way of the tracks through the city.” 

 

 

12 November 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Boone’s Creek Bridge Completed. The mammoth steel bridge on the C.C. & O. at 

Boone’s Creek, has been completed, and the track has been laid over it, and track-laying is now 

rapidly progressing north towards Kingsport, to which place trains are now running from the north. 

As soon as the bridge at that place can be completed the line will be connected, and soon be put in 

operation to the coal fields.” 

 

 

12 November 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “2,200 Cars for the C., C. & O. It is announced from New York city that the Pressed Steel 

Car Company, of Pittsburg, has been awarded the contract for 2,200 steel gondola cars for the C., 

C. & O. railroad.” 

 

 

24 December 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio railroad finished its line into and through this city and 

moved its passenger station from Carnegie to a location near the Southern depot, and before the 

years closes passenger trains will be running from Dante, Va., to Bostic, N.C.” 

 

 

14 January 1909. Johnson City Comet.  

 “C.C. & O. Building in City. – More Than One Hundred Men are Now Employed – 

Constructing the Line on Jobe Street Through the City and Expect to Operate it this Month. – The 

building of the C., C. & O. main line through the city, adjoining the tracks of the E.T. & W.N. Ry., 
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is being rushed to completion. This line of track runs from the ‘Y’ near Exum’s factory, where it 

joins the old line, which runs from Carnegie through the city to a point near the Soldiers Home. 

More than a hundred men are busy laying crossties and rails, tearing down and moving all 

the old frame buildings on Jobe street, rushing it to completion to be in readiness for the through 

passenger train service which will be put on by the 20 of this month, which will run from Dante, 

Va., to Bostic, N.C. This long demand of and much talked about road is soon to be a reality. 

 Just think of the opening up of such excellent country lying north and northwest of us by a 

trunk line railroad, giving to us a long coveted trade is indeed a favor to be heralded with brass 

bands and symbols. 

 Not long until we can have competition of commodities from the west. Cincinnati and its 

tributary districts compete with Baltimore and the east, while the territory for our own jobbing 

houses will be doubled and with a proportionate increase in their business. 

The developing of the coal mines, the bringing to our doors of cheaper fuel, the opening of 

vast new and untouched virgin forests. Timber by the millions of feet, timber in plenty for years 

to come – what great opportunities are ours. For the man with money to develop such offerings as 

these he become fabulously rich. Such opportunities are rare indeed. The hand of genius has been 

laid upon this section, and the whirring, buzzing, throbbing, pulsing trade of commerce will soon 

hold high carnival with Alladin and his wonderful treasure.  

 Already the lines of the E.T. & W.N.C. Ry. are choked with the traffic and the cars of the 

C., C. & O. hauling material for building the properties of Mr. Carter. When this section is finished, 

the properties of the Unaka Corporation will begin to be developed…” 

 

 

21 January 1909. Johnson City Comet.   

 “The old [T.P.A.] livery barn on Cherry street has been torn down to make room for the 

tracks of the C., C. & O. This does the march of eternal progress push onward.” See maps 12 and 

13. 

 

 

28 January 1909. Johnson City Comet.   

 “J.T. Cecil, chairman of the transportation committee of the Commercial Club, and M.I. 

Gump, of the committee, secured from the C., C. & O. Ry. Officials a promise to erect at once a 

freight depot up town, and work on a temporary building for that purpose will begin on next 

Monday morning. The roads to the freight depot in Carnegie have simply been impassile 

[impassible? impossible?]. This arrangement will be highly beneficial and greatly appreciated by 

the merchants.”  

 

 

25 March 1909. Johnson City Comet.  

 “First Train Load of Coal goes South. At four o’clock this morning a 25-car coal train 

passed through Johnson City on the C., C. & O. from Dante, Va., to Bostic, N.C. This is the first 

solid load of coal that has passed over the new road, but it will be an hourly occurrence henceforth.”  
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25 March 1909. Johnson City Comet.  

 “Will Build Freight Depot – The C., C. & O. Railway has Begun Work on its Big Freight 

Depot in the City. The mammoth freight depot for the Carolina, Clinchfield & Ohio Railway in 

this city has been staked off and John Pettyjohn & Co. contractors, are at work getting the site in 

condition for the foundation. The building is to be forty feet wide on Buffalo street and 200 feet 

on Cherry street and will be of brick and concrete with spacious platforms for handling freight 

from cars on one side and wagons on the other. It will be modern in all of its equipment and 

practically fire proof.” See Map 6C and figures 20 to 36. 

 

 

25 March 1909. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Formal Opening of the Clinchfield Road. Official announcement has been made by J.J. 

Cameron, traffic manager of the Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio railway, of the formal opening of 

the line for traffic on March 22. 

 The completed line extends from Dante, Va., to Bostic, N.C., a distance of 211 miles. 

 Connections are made at Johnson City, Tenn., and Marion, N.C., with the Southern 

Railway, and at Bostic, N.C., with the Seaboard Air Line Railway, through which roads its 

immense coal tonnage will be distributed throughout the south. 

 The line is shorter by more than one hundred miles of other existing lines.” 

 

 

1 April 1909. Johnson City Comet.  

 “The C., C. & O. Freight Depot – The foundation for the immense freight depot of the C., 

C. & O. railway in this city is being made of concrete and is rapidly going in. The building is not 

over the ‘Big Spring,’ as commonly supposed, but is on the northwest corner of Buffalo and Cherry 

streets, fronting forty feet on Buffalo street and extending 200 feet on Cherry street west toward 

the old foundry, being on the land purchased from the E.T. & W.N.C. R.R. and used for years as 

a lumber yard [by W.M. Ritter and William E. Uptegrove].”  

 

 

8 July 1909. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Freight Depot now in Service. The handsome and commodious new freight depot of 

the C.C. & O. on the corner of Buffalo and Cherry streets is completed and was launched today. 

Hereafter all freight will be handled uptown, adding much to the convenience of shippers. It is one 

of the largest and most substantial depots in the state and was built to take care of future demands.” 

 

 

22 July 1909. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Street Railway Exten. – Electric Cars will Soon be Running Through Southwest Addition. 

The Work Progressing – Geo. L. Carter has placed a force of men at work extending the car line 

through the Southwest Addition, generally known as the Carter addition to Johnson City. The line 

will cross the Narrow Gauge and the C.C. & O. tracks on Buffalo street, turn into Walnut street 

and follow that street by the new postoffice building to Southwest avenue, thence following that 

avenue to a point beyond the residence of Mr. Carter and nearly opposite the Soldiers’ Home, it 

will run north to Third street and returning will loop into Southwest avenue at a point near the 

residence of Prof. Utterback.” 
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5 August 1909. Johnson City Comet.  

 “Heavy Coal Train. Wednesday afternoon a train of sixty seven loaded coal cars drawn by 

one engine passed through Johnson City over the C., C. & O. from Dante, Va., to points south.”  

 

 

14 October 1909. Johnson City Comet.   

 “Train of Eighty-Eight Cars of Coal. A coal train that was a record breaker for length 

passed through Johnson City last Thursday over the C.C. & O. enroute from the Virginia coal 

fields to points south. The train contained 88 cars of coal and a cab, and was hauled by four heavy 

engines, including No. 500, which is double-strength, making the hauling power equal to five large 

engines. That is hauling coal.” 

 

 

18 November 1909.  The Johnson City Comet. 

“The C.C. & O. is employing a large force of men putting down track between their main 

line and Cherry street on Buffalo.  The object is to get the crossings put down so that the Johnson 

City Traction Company can begin laying tracks to and through the Carter addition.” 

 

 

27 January 1910. Johnson City Comet.  

  “Building Tower. The C.C. & O. railway is building a tower at Buffalo street and will 

operate gates at the Roan, Spring and Buffalo street crossings from it. This will eliminate the 

danger at these streets and is very commendable in the company.” See Map 15 (“Signal Box on 

Posts”) and Figure 99. 

 

 

3 March 1910. The Johnson City Comet. 

 “Caught with the Goods. J.F. Color, a dago, was arrested Saturday night by Frank Smalling, 

night watchman at the C., C. & O. and E.T. & W.N.C. yards while trying to break into a car of 

freight. His home was searched and a large amount of stolen property recovered, including 28 

sacks of flour, 200 pounds of rice, five sacks of corn, 25 pounds of cheese, a typewriter stolen 

from W.B. Houston about a year ago, the laundry taken off the line at Col. H. Gildersleeve’s home 

several weeks ago, and many other articles recently stolen from various people. If you have 

anything, call and identify your property. The dago is in jail in default of bond.” 

 

 

11 August 1910. The Johnson City Comet. 

 “Giant Freight Engines Used by the C., C. & O. The Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio railway 

has placed in service four of its ten mallet articulated compound locomotives. The diameters of 

their high and low pressure cylinders are, respectively, 24 and 37 inches; stroke, 32 inches; steam 

pressure, 200 pounds; diameter of driving wheels, 57 inches; weight on driving wheels, 330,000 

pounds; total weight of engines, 378,000 pounds; weight of engine and tender, 548,000 pounds; 

total length of engine and tender 75 feet. One of these engines will pull 85 fifty ton coal cars 

loaded.” 
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1 September 1910. The Johnson City Comet. 

 “Largest Engine East of Mississippi. The most powerful railroad locomotive ever before 

used in road service east of the Mississippi brought a 4,500 ton coal train from the mines of the 

Clinchfield Coal Corporation at Dante, Va., through this city Tuesday over the Carolina, 

Clinchfield and Ohio railway. It is one of ten Mallet articulated compound engines recently 

received by that road and weighs 190 tons. Taken with the tender the total weight is 270 tons and 

the length is eighty feet. These great machines were made necessary in order to cheapen the haul 

on the heavy increase of coal output at the Dante mines. The engine was an object of much 

curiosity to the usual crowd of curiosity seekers. On its return it brought 100 empty cars for the 

mines.” 

 

 

8 September 1910. Johnson City Comet.   

 “Wreck on C.C. & O. in City Limits, Yesterday about 4 p.m. a head-on collision occurred 

on the C.C. & O. between the switch engine running light and two big mallets pulling 82 coal cars 

with a pusher. The wreck occurred almost opposite the Soldiers Home and as a result the two 

ponderous 300-ton engines and the little one, the cause of the trouble, are in the ditch, badly 

damaged. The track was built around them as fast as possible and at twelve o’clock last night the 

passenger trains that were delayed by the disaster were let by.” 

 

 

2 February 1911. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Side Track Laid to Normal. The C.C. & O. has laid a side track into the [East Tennessee] 

normal [School] grounds and several car loads of supplies have already been received by the 

contractors. If the weather permits work will be started on the concrete foundations for the main 

building.” The East Tennessee Normal School, after going through a number of name changes, 

would become ETSU (East Tennessee State University) in 1963.  

 

 

6 June 1912. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Equipment for C.C. & O. Ry. – Supt. L.H. Phetteplace returned yesterday from a 

business trip to Dante, Va., and will leave on his private car Friday morning for New York City, 

where he goes on business in connection with the Dante-to-Elkhorn extension of the C., C. & O. 

Ry. 

 In an interview yesterday with a representative of the [Erwin, Tennessee] Magnet, Supt. 

Phetteplace gave some very gratifying information. He states that his company now has under 

construction at the Baldwin Locomotive Works plant five large Mallet type engines ten of which 

type are now in service on the road and are used in the heavy coal traffic. Two new Mikado type 

locomotives are also under construction in the shops of the above company. These seven new 

engines are being added to the equipment at a cost of $200,000. 

Supt. Phetteplace also gave out the information that $10,000 in new machinery will be 

installed in the company’s shops at this place [Erwin, Tennessee] at once, orders for same having 

already been placed. 

 Another gratifying statement by Mr. Phetteplace was that the net earnings of the road for 

last month were in excess of that of any month in the history of its operation, and he expressed the 

belief that when the present month closes it will eclipse even that of last month. – Erwin Magnet.” 
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26 November 1914. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Offices May Move to Carter Building. – The Carter building, formerly occupied by the 

Love – Thomas Co., is being remodelled and made into a modern office building. The first and 

third floors are being divided into many office rooms. A new vault will be built and a fourth floor 

may be added. It is stated upon good authority that the building will be occupied by the C.C. & O. 

Railway as a general office building and the office building in Carnegie abandoned.” 

 

 

15 April 1915. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Lever Car Collides with an Automobile. – A lever car being operated over the C.C. & O. 

railway Friday morning, struck the rea of Dr. Bowman’s automobile as it was crossing the tracks 

near the Clinchfield station on Buffalo street. As a result one axle of the auto was broken. Dr. 

Bowman was not injured, neither was any of the force on the car.” 

 

 

19 August 1915. The Johnson City Comet. 

 “Automobile in Collision with Velocipede – An automobile driven by David B. Clairs, of 

this city, collided with a velocipede running on the C.C. & O. railway at the Spring street crossing 

Monday afternoon about 1 o’clock. 

 As a result the auto and velocipede were both damaged the latter suffering the most serious 

damages. Mr. Clair claims that he was so close [to the machine that he did not have] on time to 

bring his auto to a standstill while velocipede operator states that it was no fault of his that the 

accident occurred. The auto, a Ford, was rolled back off the track and went on its way. The vehicle 

was in charge of R.S. Jones, wire chief on the C.C. & O. railway. Five other employes were with 

him…”69 

 

 

30 March 1916. The Johnson City Comet. 

 “Big New Engines for C.C. & O. Ry. The Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio railway has 

purchased ten of the most powerful freight pulling locomotives made, and the same are to be 

delivered at Dante, Va., at an early date, when they will be put into immediate service. These 

locomotives are of the 12-driver compound Mallet type, and it is estimated that each is capable of 

pulling 100 cars of coal from the Virginia mines to the Southern terminus of the road. These 

engines will greatly facilitate the delivery of coal from the Clinchfield operations.”  

In 1916, the Clinchfield purchased ten 2-6-6-2s from the Chicago Great Western and 

designated them as Class M-3. However, it is possible that the ten engines mentioned in this article 

were actually 2-8-8-2s, see 1 April 1916, below. 

 

 

1 April 1916. The Clinchfield Railroad, The Story of a Trade Route Across the Blue Ridge 

Mountains 

“On April 1, 1916, $300,000 five per cent notes were issued, payable in monthly 

installments of $12,500 for two years, for the purchase of ten Mallet (2-8-8-2) freight 

locomotives…”70  
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6 April 1916. The Johnson City Comet. 

 “The enormous increase in freight on the C.C. & O. R.R. has made it necessary to extend 

the local freight sheds; doubling their original capacity.” 

 

 

26 October 1916. Johnson City Comet.  

 “The large C.C. & O. depot is filled with all kinds of freight and the depot is rushed in 

order to take care of the ever increasing traffic.” 

 

 

17 August 1916. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The C., C. & O. boys at the station are kept very busy, as the traffic is growing all the 

time.” 

  

 

18 May 1918. The Johnson City Comet. 

“Consolidation of Freight Stations – To complete the plans for consolidating the two freight 

stations, the officials of the Southern railway and Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio railway met here 

Monday. 

 Joe H. Horton was appointed agent of the consolidated stations, with Andrew Davis, 

assistant agent. Mr. Horton has for years been agent for the C.C. & O. railway and he supersedes 

Mr. Davis by reason of seniority in service, having been an agent for five years longer. 

 Eugene Pitts was appointed general yard master. It is proposed to use two yard locomotives 

with three crews, working the third one at night on the eight hour shift. 

 Effective June 1st, all inbound and outbound freight will be handled through the one station, 

the Southern railway freight depot. The Clinchfield office force will be removed to the Southern 

station building and among them will be distributed the work. 

  All employes will be taken care of either here or elsewhere along the line. At present, it is 

evident that all the station clerks and helpers will be used in this city to handle the volume of 

business.” 

 

 

2023. “Looking at the National Register: CC&O Railroad Depot – A center of Preservation in 

Johnson City,” 

“According to the National Register of Historic Places paperwork… ‘The Johnson City 

depot handled passenger, mail, express, and freight. The station was an ‘interchange’ station, so 

called because it transferred freight from one rail line to the other. Because of this, the freight 

house was (a) veritable beehive of activity. Additionally, the second floor offices of the passenger 

station were the main traffic office for the Clinchfield railroad. George Carter had intended to 

make Johnson City headquarters for his railroad, and located the railroad general offices and 

engineering department just up the street from the depot. Of all three of Johnson City’s stations, it 

was this depot that spurred the growth of Johnson City’s commercial development. It handled 

much more freight and shipped out more products from Johnson City than either of other two 

stations. A letter written in 1946 by Clinchfield general manager, C.D. Moss, stated that 

Clinchfield station handled seven times more tobacco out of Johnson City than the other two 

railroads combined.’  
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The layout and design of the Johnson City as we know it today came on the heels of Carter’s 

vision for the town in industry, railroad transportation, real estate and education. Making Johnson 

City the center of the Clinchfield Railroad meant that coal and agricultural products from poor 

Appalachian towns would be brought through to Johnson City before moving out to the coast, and 

other finer items such as clothing material, building materials and essentials like flour and other 

cooking mechanisms could then be passed back to these communities, opening the region yet again 

after the turn of the 20th century, like the Wagon and Stagecoach roads did previously. Many 

believe this area was isolated, yet in many ways, it was the total opposite for decades. The 

development of Johnson City as the commercial center of Washington County pulled much from 

the town of Jonesborough, which was previously the commercial and political center of the county, 

but the town would survive, and Johnson City would boom. 

 The layout of the depot is composed of two distinct sections. According to the National 

Register of Historic Places Paperwork, ‘a two-story passenger station and a one-story freight 

house/depot. The passenger station was designed in a somewhat austere manner in which form 

visibly follows function, but still was enough detail, such as arched doorways and prominent 

pilasters on the outside, and the use of much wood trim in the form of wainscoting, column caps, 

and starburst patterned glass transoms on the inside to please the traveling public. The freight depot 

was designed more austerely – with form almost totally subjugated to function. Its construction is 

typical of standard freight houses of the period, and similar in appearance to the former Louisville 

and Nashville freight house in Knoxville. The building retains a majority of its original materials 

and has a high level of integrity… The southeast elevation of the building, which consists of cargo 

loading docks, faces south to Cherry Street, one of the oldest streets in Johnson City. Cherry Street 

was up until several years ago, basically a rail right of way and was only paved in 2001, when a 

stretch of CSX track was removed… The northeast façade of the building facing Buffalo Street 

contains what was originally designated as the white ladies’ entrance to the white passenger 

waiting room. According to Clinchfield historian James Goforth, this was to protect the women, 

often times with young children, from some of the more unsavory characters that might be 

encountered on the rail. By the 1920s Buffalo Street had become an important thoroughfare, and 

was the single street that connected all three of Johnson City’s trail stations. The northwest façade 

of the building faces State of Franklin Road, a newly created street, which until the 1980s was 

entirely a rail right of way with only a narrow dirt road for vehicular access. With the removal of 

the railroad track from the south side of Brush Creek, State of Franklin Road was developed as the 

major street in Johnson City and courses through the old and new portions of the city. The main 

white passenger entrance, the African American passenger entrance to the segregated African 

American waiting room, and the entrance to the second floor railroad business offices were located 

on the northwest façade of the station building.’  

The building itself showcases the social norms of different periods of the past, from the 

segregated African American waiting room to the separate entrances for men and women, as well 

as the 1930s-era women’s bathroom that was added much later than the original construction of 

the depot. ‘As George Carter did not like to have female employees working for the railroad, one 

could conjecture that after Carter left the railroad and females began working in the traffic office, 

a second toilet might have been added,’ suggests the National Register of Historic Places 

paperwork. 

 According to History of Washington County, Tennessee, 1988, ‘The last passenger train 

on the Clinchfield through Washington County was in April 1954... In 1983, the Clinchfield 

merged with the Seaboard Coast Line Railroad, a unit of CSX Corporation. The depot on Buffalo 
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Street in Johnson City has been used as a yard office since the elimination of passenger service; in 

1985, it was closed and the yard office moved into a prefabricated unit along side the tracks off 

Mountain View Road.’  

The depot remained empty from this point, and the deterioration of its architectural value 

continued to allow it to fall into a sorry state of disrepair. An article in the Johnson City Press dated 

Aug. 18, 2004, entitled, ‘Train station to soon show signs of life,’ begins, ‘After sitting empty for 

years and recently being on the verge of demolition, the historic train depot in downtown Johnson 

City will soon be open for business. Dorian Jones, who acquired the old CSX train depot in 

January, said Larry Proffit with the Tennessee Economic Renewal Network will open (an) office 

in the building in the coming weeks. Jones said Proffitt will be working to bring intermodal 

transportation services (freight hauling) to Johnson City. 

 The train station lives, and it’s going to be doing something to try and get an intermodal 

facility in Johnson City,’ Jones said. ‘I think that’s incredible. For the first time in 50-something 

years, the train station will have an active office, and ironically, it has to do with train business.’ 

The article continues, ‘The depot has been empty for years and was being threatened with 

demolition due to the city’s lack of movement in acquiring the facility. On his own initiative, Jones 

negotiated a deal with CSX and East Tennessee Railway to take control of the depot and land and 

has been working for more than six months repairing, refurbishing and cleaning up the facility.’ 

 An April 15, 2007 Johnson City Press article entitled, ‘Can this Junction Function again?: 

Efforts ongoing to preserve city’s Clinchfield Depot,’ discusses the full measure of preservation 

conducted by Jones. It states, ‘Normally once the roof is gone the building soon follows, and that 

was the case over much of the 6,000 square-foot freight sheet. Not only had the roof completely 

disappeared in some places, but the rain had rotted the floor. That kind of neglect doesn’t happen 

all at once when you realize that the floor boards are three-inch thick hardwood. Nowadays you 

cannot find a new building with that sort of lumber in either frame or rafters. Jones discovered 

how bad the floor was when he tried using a fork lift to support ceiling beams and it went through 

the floor. As with so many aspects of the restoration, a unique method of hoisting was required to 

retrieve the forklift… No stranger to downtown restoration, Jones has previously rescued the 

Hannah Building, a three-story downtown structure within sight of the depot [see figures 86 and 

99]. He spent two years in architecture school while managing a turn-of-the-20th-century hotel in 

the late 1960s, and learned a lot about buildings of this era while maintaining it. He next restored 

a wood-framed concrete building in Miami, so he’s used to the slow pace of restoration. To date 

he’s spent $390,000 of his own money in the depot, including the $40,000 purchase price, and still 

can see the sky through the freight shed. Before he could jack up and replace rotted rafters he had 

to have a floor that could withstand the weight.’ 

Jones never finished restoration work, due to a lender obtaining the property after $500,000 

was borrowed and never paid back, causing the building to continue its deterioration. 

 In 2010, Johnson City purchased the property from the lender for $150,000. The building 

was then sold to Greg Cox and Joe Baker in 2012 for $5,000, who completed restoration of the 

building and eventually leased the large portion of the building to Tupelo Honey Restaurant. Fleet 

Feet, a running shoe store, occupied the first floor of the office portion. The City of Johnson City 

in 2021 purchased this portion of the building back for the new Johnson City Visitors Center that 

opened in June 2022 for $750,000. The same year, three and half years after Tupelo Honey went 

out of business, the depot received another restaurant. According to a Kingsport Times News 

article entitled, ‘New restaurant opening in former Tupelo Honey spot in Johnson City,’ on March 

12, 2022, ‘According to Washington County property records, the Kalogeros family purchased the 
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property for about 1.6 million, and in February, Peerless Properties Development received a 

building permit from the city for light interior demolition… Burg’r & Barrel already has a neighbor 

in the depot. Last May, Johnson City bought the two-story portion of the building for $750,000, 

displacing Fleet Feet to establish a new visitors center on the first floor. The Johnson city 

Convention & Visitors Bureau has offices upstairs, and workers are in the process of renovating 

the downstairs area. Gary and his wife Nia Kalogeros have donated a miniature train display left 

behind after Tupelo Honey’s departure to the George L. Carter Railroad Museum, which depicts 

downtown Johnson City during the period when the CC&O train station was in operation. 

Berkshire Hathaway commissioned the piece when the building was being restored in 2012.’ 

Today, both the Burg’r & Barrel and the new Johnson City Visitors Center are open at the 

former Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio Railroad Station and Depot. Take time to visit the center 

and grab a bite to eat at this restaurant nearby, and take me with you! Just kidding.”71 

 

 

1983 – Present. “The Clinchfield ceased to exist as a railroad on 1 January 1983 when the Family 

Lines railroads were merged into a single operating company, the Seaboard System, which merged 

with the Chessie System to form CSX in 1986.”72 

 

 

2003 – 2008. “Carolina, Clinchfield, and Ohio Railroad (Clinchfield)” 

“The historic Clinchfield Depot in Johnson City was saved from the wrecking ball in 2003 

by Dorian Jones. In 2008, the building was added to the National Register of Historic Places.”73 
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3.2. Businesses on the Southwest Corner of Buffalo and Cherry Streets 

(Maps and Figures) 

 

K.P. Jones & Company Lumber Yard, at this location, 1902? – 1909? 

 

Summers – Parrott Hardware Company Building, 1909 – Present 

Summers – Parrott Hardware Company, at this location 1909 – 1916? 

Summers Hardware Company, 1916? – 1936  

Summers Hardware and Supply Company, 1936 – present  

 

The Summers – Parrott Hardware Company (and successors) building was served by a 

Clinchfield spur by 1913, until at least 1920. 

 

Note: K.P. Jones & Company will be addressed in the next section of this document. 
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Map 4G. A detail of the area where the Clinchfield depot and the Summers – Parrott Hardware Company building would be constructed 

in 1909 and 1910, respectively. This map dates to April 1903. 
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Map 5D. A detail of the area where the Clinchfield depot and the Summers – Parrott Hardware Company building would be constructed 

in 1909 and 1910, respectively. This map dates to December 1908. Note that the Ritter and Uptegrove lumber yards have been removed.   
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Map 6D. A detail of the C.C. & O. freight depot and the Summers – Parrott Hardware Company, July 1913. This C.C. & O. Freight Depot was 

completed in 1909. This Summers – Parrott Hardware Company building was begun in 1910 and opened for business in 1911. Note the railroad siding 

to the Summers – Parrott Hardware Company. The Clinchfield depot and platform were constructed on land previously occupied by lumber yards 

belonging to W.M. Ritter and W.E. Uptegrove & Brother. The Summers – Parrott building was constructed on land previously occupied by a lumber 

yard belonging to K.P. Jones & Company and a private residence, see Map 12. 
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Map 6E. Another detail of the Summers – Parrott Hardware Company, July 1913.  
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Map 8E. This map shows the relationship between the new Clinchfield Depot (top) and the Summers-Parrott Hardware building (bottom), in February 

1920.74 
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Map 8F. A detail of the Summers Hardware Company, February 1920.75 For a photograph of the interior of the office (top right of the building) from 

c. 1935, see Figure 62. 
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Figure 38. An aerial photograph looking north at the “Summers Hardware & Supply Company,” on 1 March 1947. Note the Post Office and E.T. & 

W.N.C. depot on the left, as well as the Clinchfield Depot, behind Summers Hardware, and the light-colored Free Service Tire Company building.76 

Also note the Grocers’ Baking Company (with the Honey Krust Bread signs) across Buffalo Street, to the right of the Summers Hardware & Supply 

Company. 
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Figure 39. A view of the “Summers Hardware & Supply Co.” taken on 1 March 1947.77 
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Figure 40. “Shamrock Beverage and Tobacco Shop,” on the northwest corner of Buffalo and West Walnut, dated May 1938. Note the Summers 

Hardware & Supply Company in the right background, also note the trolley track in the foreground (which was reportedly removed in 1931).78   
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Figure 41. Summers Hardware & Supply Company, looking northwest at the corner of Buffalo (right) and Ash (left) streets.79 Note the Love – Thomas 

building in the left background. Based on the automobiles present, this photograph appears to date to the 1940s or 1950s.  
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Figure 42. “Stylized drawing of historic Summers – Parrott Hardware Company Building”. Note the trolley and the corner of the Clinchfield Depot on 

the right on Buffalo Street, which indicates that this view looks northwest from the corner of Ash and Buffalo streets.80   
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Figure 43. “Summers Parrott Hardware Co. Johnson City, Tenn. Pub by the Bee Hive.”81 Note the trolly on the left side of the image on Buffalo Street, 

as well as the two boxcars (on Cherry Street) and the Clinchfield Depot on the right, which indicates that this view is oriented southwest. Also of note, 

this illustration shows this building with nine vertical columns of windows facing Buffalo Street, but it was actually built with seven; likewise on the 

northside (facing Cherry), this illustration shows four vertical columns of windows, rather than the five it was actually built with, see Figure 44. 
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Figure 44. Summers Hardware & Supply Company, looking southwest across Cherry Street from Buffalo Street. “Photographed by Duane and Tracy 

Marsteller, October 10, 2020.”82 Note that the first-floor windows facing Buffalo Street have been bricked up. See also Figure 25. 
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Figure 45. A modern photograph of Summers Hardware & Supply Company, 

looking southwest across Cherry Street from Buffalo Street.83 
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Figure 46. “Clinchfield 101 Johnson City, TN 2-2-35” with a passenger train.84 Note the Summers Hardware building in the background, which 

indicates that Engine #101 is near the Clinchfield depot in Johnson City. Engine #101 (Clinchfield Class G-2), a Baldwin 4-6-0 Ten-Wheeler, was 

probably built in December 1908 or later, with an empty weight of 82 tons. Based on the available photographs, it appears that the Clinchfield employed 

their Ten-Wheelers in passenger service. This engine was retired on 1 September 1938 and scrapped. 
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Figure 47. A modern photograph of the Summers Hardware & Supply Company, looking east across Cherry Street.85 
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Figure 48. An aerial view of the Summers Hardware & Supply Co. building on 19 April 1941.86 Note the Post Office and the Love – Thomas building 

along the bottom of this photograph. Also note the Clinchfield and E.T. & W.N.C. depots on the left side, along with the light-colored Free Service 

Tire Company building in the top left.    
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Figure 49. A modern photograph of the Summers Hardware & Supply Company, looking northeast from Ash Street.87 
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3.2.1. Summers – Parrott Hardware Company Building, 1909 – Present 

Summers – Parrott Hardware Company, at this location 1909 – 1916? 

Summers Hardware Company, 1916? – 1936  

Summers Hardware and Supply Company, 1936 – present  

 

The Summers – Parrott Hardware Company (and successors) building, at the southwest corner of 

Cherry and Buffalo streets, was served by a Clinchfield spur by 1913, until at least 1920. 

 

Note: K.P. Jones & Company will be addressed in the next section of this document. 

 

 

Summers – Parrott Hardware Company, at this location 1909 – 1916? 

 

1870 – 1900. “Summers Hardware Transformed Through Myriad of Names” 

“Summers Hardware and Supply Company has had a long convoluted metamorphosis as it 

migrated through several decades, store locations and individuals into the business that is today 

located at 400 Buffalo Street. 

The origin appears to go back to 1870 when G.C. Seaver came to Johnson City and opened 

a dry goods store. He later sold it and established a hardware store, which became the second oldest 

business in Johnson City. In 1888, Joseph P. Summers, who worked for the C.M. McClung 

Company, bought half interest in Seaver’s business and the store became Seavers & Summers. 

After January 1893, a third person, James A. Summers, who had been working at the store 

as a clerk, formed a partnership with his uncle, Ben D. Lyle and acquired the business, bringing 

about another name – Lyle & Summers. Prior to April 1896, J.A. Summers and Harry H. Lyle, 

Ben Lyle’s son, owned the store reversing the company designation to Summers & Lyle. 

After April 1896, Lyle sold his interest to their uncle William J. Barton. Soon, the company 

was relocated when Barton & St. John Hardware combined to form Summers and Barton. After 

March 1897, another transformation came into play when John F. Lyle, another uncle, united with 

the company to become Summers, Barton & Lyle.  

To further add to the myriad of business titles, after February 1900, H.R. Parrott, who had 

been traveling with a nearby Bristol firm, arrived in town and bought John Lyle’s interest in the 

operation. Also, Joseph P. Summers who had left the city in 1892 returned and joined the company. 

The new name was Summers, Barton & Parrott...”88 

 

 

8 April 1909. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Will Erect Sky Scraper. The Summers – Parrott Hardware Co. has found it impossible to 

conduct its business all over the city in such warehouses as it has been able to secure, and has 

decided to erect a building that will accommodate its growing business. A lot has been purchased 

from the Unaka Corporation, in front of the Brading & Marshall big shed, fronting 107 feet on 

Ashe and Cherry streets, and extending 150 feet along Buffalo street. They will cover this lot with 

a five-story modern building, properly equipped for wholesale hardware house.”89 

 

 

24 February 1910. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Brick and other material is being placed on the lot owned by the Summers – Parrott 

Hardware Company, for the erection of its big four story wholesale hardware store, corner of 
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Buffalo and Cherry street. Work is to begin as soon as the weather opens up, probably by the first 

of March. This building will cost $50,000.” 

 

 

10 March 1910. Johnson City Comet. 

 “$60,000 for New Hardware Building – The foundation for the new large five-story 

wholesale hardware store of the Summer – Parrot Hardware Company, was begun today, and the 

work from now on will go forward. This building is just across the street from the new C., C. & 

O. depot on the same side of the street, fronting 107 feet on Cherry street and 150 feet on Buffalo. 

It will be the largest merchantile building in the city when completed. The cost will be about 

$60,000.” 

 

 

24 March 1910. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Big Building Contract – Contract Awarded for Big Hardware Store – Secured by a Bristol 

Contractor – The Summers – Parrott Hardware Co., has awarded the contract for its new building 

to be erected on the corner of Buffalo and Cherry Sts., to J.R. McCrary of Bristol. The contract 

price, which includes only the brick and work, amounts to practically $40,000. There will be a 

great many extra features, including passenger and freight elevators, that will make the total cost 

about $60,000. It will be one of the handsomest and best appointed wholesale hardware houses in 

East Tennessee.” 

 

 

1910 – 1911. “Summers Hardware Transformed Through Myriad of Names” 

“After 1910, William Barton decided to organize a retail store and feed business so he sold 

his portion to James A. Summers. The new partnership became identified as Summers-Parrott 

Hardware Company and boasted of $50,000 in capitalization. Summers became president of the 

new firm and sold the retail department to other individuals in the city. The business was now fully 

wholesale and would remain as such until the present. 

When the Buffalo Street operation opened its doors to the public in 1911, its business 

flourished. The company began selling Ford and Buick automobiles in addition to hardware...”90 

 

 

11 January 1912. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Summers – Parrott Hardware Company – The wholesale department of our business has 

grown to the extent that it requires our undivided time and attention. Not being able to give the 

retail end of our business the attention this important feature of it required, we felt that our retail 

customers could be served to better advantage by an organization that could give them their entire 

time. 

 We have sold and transferred to the Mountcastle – Phlegar Hardware Company our stock 

at the Main street store room, and after this date the Mountcastle – Phlegar Hardware Company 

will have charge of the business, moving the stock from their old stand into the room we have 

occupied for so long as a retail hardware store. 

 As we shall do an exclusive wholesale business after this time, we have transferred with 

the stock our good will in the retail business… Summers – Parrott HWD. Co.”91 
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Figure 50. Johnson City Comet, 14 March 1912. 
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Figure 51. Johnson City Comet, 25 April 1912. 



147 
 

 

 

 

 
Figure 52. Johnson City Comet, 20 June 1912. 
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Figure 53. Johnson City Comet, 18 December 1913. 
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Figure 54. Johnson City Comet, 13 August 1914. 



150 
 

 
Figure 55. Johnson City Comet, 18 March 1915. 
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Figure 56. Johnson City Comet, 1 April 1915. 
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Figure 57. Johnson City Comet, 15 April 1915. 
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Figure 58. Johnson City Comet, 24 June 1915. 
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Figure 59. Johnson City Comet, 5 August 1915. 
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19 November 1913. The Horseless Age. 

 “New Supply House. – The Summers – Parrott Hardware Co., Johnson City, Tenn., have 

entered the field of automobile supplies and accessories. They are handling a complete line of 

accessories and electrical equipment for cars.”92 

 

 

11 June 1914. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Summers – Parrott Hardware Company will close on Saturdays at three o’clock p.m. 

during the months of June, July, and August. Open until 6 p.m. other week days.” 

 

 

13 August 1914. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Filtered Gasoline in your Automobile – The Summers – Parrott Hardware Co., agents for 

the world renown Ford and celebrated Buick Automobiles, have just recently installed the most 

up-to-date Gasoline Storage Outfit to be had. It is not only Fire Proof, but filters and strains the 

Gasoline from all water and other impurities. The Metre keeps accurate check on all Gasoline 

which is placed by an Automatic pump through a hose directly into your car, without being 

exposed to the air, and you can, therefore, rely on securing perfectly clean gasoline. 

 This outfit is located on Ashe street and those of you who are interested can easily find it, 

as it is made up of a red iron cabinet, heavy cast iron, with sign over the top marked Gasoline. 

 This outfit has been installed with a view of furnishing their customers in the satisfactory 

manner.” 

 

 

10 June 1915. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Summers – Parrott Hardware Company will close on noon Saturdays for the benefit 

of their employes during the months of June, July and August.” 

 

 

1915. “Summers Hardware Transformed Through Myriad of Names” 

“A 1915 Chamber of Commerce publication had glowing comments about the firm: ‘One 

of the most striking features of the big business interests of Johnson City is stability, as exhibited 

in the fact that among its representative houses are some that have gained success and prominence 

by steady development through many years of active and honorable business history, a notable 

example being Summers – Parrott Hardware Company. 

This is one of the largest concerns of its kind in this section and operates an immense 

business in Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina and Kentucky. The comparatively new 

building now occupied is an immense four-story structure and basement, 107 by 150 feet in 

dimensions and erected in the year 1911.’ 

After 1915, industry conditions necessitated the separating of the business. Parrott chose 

to stay with the automobile portion so he sold his interest to James A. Summers, built a garage 

next door to his former company and opened his store. Summers – Parrott Hardware was 

reorganized as Summers Hardware Company and, over the next several years, edged forward in 

spite of numerous economic downturns…”93 
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Figure 60. Johnson City Comet, 18 May 1916. 
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Figure 61. Johnson City Comet, 29 March 1917. 
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Summers Hardware Company, 1916? – 1936  

 

11 February 1926. Manufacturers Record. 

 “Tenn., Johnson City – Following are additional subcontractors on American Bemberg 

Corporation’s plant between here and Elizabethton: Virginia Bridge & Iron Co., Roanoke, Va., on 

structural steel; C.O. Biddle, Johnson City, on plumbing; B.G. Young, Johnson City, for sewers; 

Johnson City Foundry & Machine Co., miscellaneous iron and steel; Johnson City Shale Brick 

Co., for brick; Summers Hardware Co., Johnson City, for hardware. Hughes – Foulkrod Co., 421 

Seventh Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., Genl. Contrs.; Lockwood, Green, & Co., Engrs.; 1 Pershing Sq., 

New York.”94 

 

 

6 May 1926. Manufacturers Record. 

 “Tenn., Elizabethton – J.B. McCrary Engineering Corp., Atlanta, Ga., are handling work 

for Mountain Spring Water Co., covering extension to present system to supply rayon plant of 

American Bemberg Corp., consisting of about 2 miles of 10-in. cast-iron mains; U.S. Cast Iron 

Pipe & Foundry Co., Birmingham, Ala., for cast iron pipe; R.D. Wood & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., 

for hydrants and valves; Summers Hardware Co., Johnson City, for lead and jute; also plan 

construction 500,000 gal. reservoir.”95 

 

 

Summers Hardware and Supply Company, 1936 – present  

 

 

1936. “Summers Hardware Transformed Through Myriad of Names” 

“However, the company went bankrupt in 1936 and was reorganized as Summers 

Hardware and Supply Company, Inc. by creditors from banks and manufacturers. Fitzhugh 

Wallace, a local banker, became president of the struggling company. Wallace was a savvy 

businessman and vigilantly brought the besieged firm out of insolvency. He remained in that 

capacity until he became Chairman of the Board. His son Fitzhugh Wallace Jr. became President 

and his daughter, Gwen Wallace, part owner...”96 

 

 

1949. The Petroleum Engineer. 

 “Midwest Names Agent – The Summers Hardware and Supply Company, Johnson City, 

Tennessee, has been named northeast Tennessee distributor of the entire line of welding fittings 

and forged flanges of the Midwest Piping and Supply Company, St. Louis, it was announced by 

A. G. Stoughton, Midwest president. As distributor, the Summers company will serve the natural 

gas pipe line, petroleum refining, and other industries in an extended area, including Johnson City, 

Elizabethton and Kingsport, Tennessee, and Bristol, Virginia. The Summers company will 

maintain stocks of Midwest’s line of fittings, which range from ¾ in. to 24 in. in diam., including 

elbows, reducers, return bends, caps, tees, etc. Welding fittings and forged flanges are of carbon 

steel, wrought iron, stainless steel and other metals. The Summers company also distributes 

National Tube Company pipe and Lunkenheimer valves. F.L. Wallace is president of the industrial 

supply firm, which was founded in 1896. William B. Johnson is manager of the supply 

department.”97 
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Figure 62. “Summers Hardware, c. 1935”, see Map 8F.98 
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1991 – 1992. “Summers Hardware Transformed Through Myriad of Names” 

“In a 1992 interview with Press writer, Phyllis Johnson, the two Wallace owners stated that 

their father restructured the company in [1936, during] difficult times, shifting toward industrial 

supplies, maintenance and construction goods. By then, consumers began migrating toward one-

stop mega variety stores where they could shop for hardware items and sundry other merchandise 

under the convenience of one roof. It was during this time that Summers Hardware Company 

began selling automobile parts, a decision that proved to be highly lucrative. 

In 1991 sensing it was time to move on, the Wallace family located their replacements in 

the business’s front office, selling it to employees John R. Lawson and R. Glenn Shaw. Eight years 

later, Shaw became sole owner. Today, the company is a thriving MRO wholesale supplier serving 

a wide-ranging customer base that includes manufacturers, schools, nursing homes, hospitals and 

commercial contractors. 

It has been said that the wooden floors of the massive Summers Hardware building creak 

under the feet of those who walk over it as a testament to the strength of both the building and the 

work carried on there. Unlike its many former competitors of years past who have long passed 

from the scene, the business has pressed forward. The large letters on the side of the century-old 

building are a constant reminder to the populace of its lengthy and intricate history. And the beat 

goes on. 

Thanks to Alex Summers, Gwen Wallace and Glenn Shaw for their valuable input to this 

article.”99 

 

 

2005. Johnson City. 

 “Summers Hardware & Supply Company… has been at this Buffalo Street location since 

1910. While it was originally a wholesale hardware distributor, Summers Hardware & Supply 

Company now sells industrial and manufacturing supplies…”100 

 

  



161 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Businesses on the East Side of Buffalo Street, Between Ash and Jobe Streets,  

1891 – to perhaps 1998. 

(Maps and Figures)
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Map 10. This composite map depicts the area bounded by South Roan and Buffalo streets (east to west) and East Main to Ash streets (north to south) 

in January 1891.101 
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Map 11. This composite map depicts the area bounded by South Roan and Buffalo streets (east to west) and East Main to Ash streets (north to south) 

in May 1897.102 
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Map 12. This composite map depicts the area bounded by South Roan and Buffalo streets (east to west) and East Main to Ash streets (north to south) 

in April 1903.103 
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Map 13. This composite map depicts the area bounded by South Roan and Buffalo streets (east to west) and East Main to Ash streets (north to south) 

in December 1908.104 
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Map 14. This composite map depicts the area bounded by South Roan and Buffalo streets (east to west) and East Main to Ash streets (north to south) 

in July 1913.105  
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Map 15. This composite map depicts the area bounded by South Roan and Buffalo streets (east to west) and East Main to Ash streets (north to south) 

in February 1920.106 
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Map 10A (reproduced here for convenience). A composite map of the area between Jobe and Ash streets, along 

Buffalo Street in January 1891.7 Note the “Big Spring” near the center of this map. 
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Map 11A (reproduced here for convenience). A composite map of the area between Jobe and Ash streets, along 

Buffalo Street in May 1897.8 Note the “Johnson City Creamery” at the bottom center of this map. 
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Map 12A (reproduced here for convenience). A composite map of the businesses between Jobe and Ash streets, 

along Buffalo Street in April 1903.9  Note  “The City Stable Livery” and the “K.P. Jones & Co Lumber Yard” 

along the east side of Buffalo Street, as well as the “W.E. Uptegrove & Bro Lumber Yard” on the northwest 

corner of Buffalo and Cherry streets. Also note that the “Johnson City Creamery” no longer occupies the building 

at the northeast corner of Ash and Buffalo streets. 
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Map 13A (reproduced here for convenience). A composite map of the area between Jobe and Ash streets, along 

Buffalo Street in December 1908.10  Note that “Brading & Marshall” have occupied the building of “The City 

Stable Livery” and that the “Big Spring” is gone. Perhaps also of interest, note the continued presence of the “K.P. 

Jones & Co Lumber Yard” on the northeast and southwest corners of Buffalo and Cherry streets. The Johnson 

City Comet appears to indicate that Brading & Marshall had entirely succeeded K.P. Jones & Company in 1904 

and the author did not locate any “K.P. Jones & Co” advertisements in the Johnson City Comet after 1904. Also 

note that the left side of the image depicts five tracks, while the ride side only depicts four. 
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Map 14A (reproduced here for convenience). A composite map of the businesses along Buffalo Street, between 

Jobe and Ash streets, in July 1913.11 Note that “W J Barton Feed & Seed Co.” occupies the building formerly 

occupied by “Brading & Marshall” (1904 – 1909) and “The City Stable Livery” (1901 – 1905?). Also note that 

the “office” of “K.P. Jones & Co” is the only building that remains of their facilities at the northeast corner of 

Buffalo and Cherry streets, apparently, this building was used by the Clinchfield as a temporary ticket office in 

1908. Apparently the other facilities had been demolished as a result of the construction of the Clinchfield 

mainline through downtown Johnson City. Perhaps also of interest, the Clinchfield depot has been built on land 

formerly occupied by the “W.E. Uptegrove & Bro Lumber Yard” on the northwest corner of Buffalo and Cherry 

streets, and the Summers – Parrott Hardware Company has constructed its building on the land previously 

occupied by a “K.P. Jones & Co” lumber yard, as well as a private dwelling. 
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Map 15A (reproduced here for convenience). A composite map of the businesses between Jobe and Ash streets, 

along Buffalo Street in February 1920.12 Note the “Lockett Bros Co. Whol. Gro.” building had been constructed 

in 1919 around the “Barton Implement, Feed & Seed Co.” on the land previously occupied by the “Johnson City 

Creamery” (1895 – 1897) and that the Clinchfield had constructed a safety tower in 1910 where the railroads 

crossed Buffalo Street (interestingly, this tower is not depicted on the Sanborn map of July 1913). Also note the 

temporary ticket office of the Clinchfield (previously the office of “K.P. Jones & Co.”, which was east across 

Buffalo Street from the Clinchfield depot) has been removed. 
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4. Businesses on the East Side of Buffalo Street, Between Ash and Jobe Streets,  

1891 – to perhaps 1998. 

 

 

4.1. Businesses on the Northeast Corner of Buffalo and Cherry Streets 

4.1.1. J.M. Blair Lumber, 1901? – 1902 

4.1.2. K.P. Jones & Company, at this location 1902 – 1904 

 

 

4.2. Businesses on the Southeast Corner of Buffalo and Cherry Streets 

The City Stable Livery Building, 1891 to at least 1928 

4.2.1. The City Stable Livery, 1901 – 1905?  

4.2.2. Brading – Marshall Lumber Company, at this location, 1905 – 1909 

Abandoned?, 1909 – 1912  

4.2.3. W.J. Barton Feed & Seed Company, at this location, 1912 to at least 1928 

 

 

4.3. Businesses on the Northeast Corner of Buffalo and Ash Streets 

Ford Building, 1919 to 1984 (or 1998) 

Lockett Brothers Company (Wholesale Grocers), at this location, 1919 until at least 1920 

Wentworth Bakery, mentioned 1922 

Johnson City Bakery, mentioned 1925 

Seaver’s Bakery, 1925 – 1927  

Grocers’ Baking Company, at this location, 1927 – 1959 

Rainbo Baking Company, at this location, 1959 to at least 1967 

Sears, Roebuck & Company warehouse, dates not given 

City storage facility, dates not given 

Demolished 1984? Still standing in 1998? 

Google Maps, in 2024, shows a parking lot at this location 
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4.1. Businesses on the Northeast Corner of Buffalo and Cherry Streets 

4.1.1. J.M. Blair Lumber,13 1901? – 1902 

4.1.2. K.P. Jones & Company, at this location 1902 – 1904 

This facility was located on the northeast corner of Buffalo and Cherry streets. 

 

 
Map 18A. A detail of the “K.P. Jones & Co Lumber Yard” on the northeast corner of Buffalo and Cherry streets, 

in April 1903. This company had another lumber yard on the southwest corner of Buffalo and Cherry streets, see 

maps 4G and 5D.  

 

 
Map 19A. A detail of the “K.P. Jones & Co Lumber Yard” on the northeast corner of Buffalo and Cherry streets, 

in December 1908. This company had another lumber yard on the southwest corner of Buffalo and Cherry streets, 

see maps 4G and 5D. As previously noted, the continued presence of the “K.P. Jones & Co Lumber Yard” on the 

northeast and southwest corners of Buffalo and Cherry streets on the Sanborn map is interesting. The Johnson 

City Comet appears to indicate that Brading & Marshall had entirely succeeded K.P. Jones & Company in 1904 

and the author did not locate any “K.P. Jones & Co” advertisements in the Johnson City Comet after 1904. Details 

from the subsequent Sanborn maps of 1913 and 1920 are not included because they show very little of interest in 

reference to this particular piece of land. 
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4.1.1. J.M. Blair Lumber, 1901? – 1902 

 

24 October 1901. Johnson City Comet. 

 “F.P. Baxter has charge of a retail lumber yard at the big spring, near the City Stables, and 

keeps constantly on hand framing, sheeting, laths, and shingles, and will soon add all kinds of 

dressed lumber.” 

 

 

 
Figure 63. Johnson City Comet. 13 March 1902.  

This advertisement ran until at least 10 April 1902. 

 

 

4.1.2. K.P. Jones & Company, at this location, 1902 – 1904 

 

13 March 1902. Johnson City Comet. 

 “K.P. Jones and wife of Chattanooga are in the city and have about decided to locate here 

permanently. Mr. Jones has made several purchases of improved property and is not yet satisfied.” 

 

 

3 April 1902. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Lumber Firm. K.P. Jones & Co. is the style of a new lumber firm that has just started 

in business in this city. They will sell all kinds of framing and dressed lumber, laths, pickets, 

mouldings, etc., at retail. F.P. Baxter is the general manager and will have charge of the yard.” 
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2 May 1902. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Contractors and builders will find everything in their line at the retail lumber yard of K.P. 

Jones & Co., corner Buffalo and Cherry streets. Flooring, siding and ceiling specialties. F.P. 

Baxter, manager.” 

 

 

8 May 1902. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Shingles, long leaf yellow pine, and other grades flooring, best framing, as well as the 

cheaper grades in all kinds of lumber and building material, at K.P. Jones & Co’s. one square from 

depot, beside the ‘Big Spring…’ 

 K.P. Jones & Co., retail dealers in all kinds of lumber and building material, offer special 

inducements to out of town buyers. Office and yard one square from depot, corner Buffalo and 

Cherry streets.”  

 

 

15 May 1902. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Lumber of all kinds at retail, yard near depot, beside ‘Big Spring.’ 

 K.P. Jones & Co., retail lumber yard, near depot, beside the ‘Big Spring…’ 

 Go to K.P. Jones & Co. for building material of all kinds. Office and yards near depot, 

beside the ‘Big Spring.’ F.P. Baxter, Manager…  

Shingles, long leaf yellow pine, and other grades flooring, best framing, as well as the 

cheaper grades, in all kinds of lumber and building material, at K.P. Jones & Co’s one square from 

depot, beside the ‘Big Spring.’” 

 

 

22 May 1902. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Go to K.P. Jones & Co. for building material of all kinds. Office and yards near depot, 

beside the ‘Big Spring.’ F.P. Baxter, manager.” 

 

 

16 July 1903. Johnson City Comet. 

 “K.P. Jones & Company. Johnson City can boast of having a number of prominent lumber 

yards among which is K.P. Jones & C., who are manufacturers and dealers in building supplies 

and building material of all kinds. A complete list of paint, oils, sash, doors, siding, ceiling, 

flooring, laths and shingles. Hemlock is made a specialty. The yards and office are located at 

Buffalo and Cherry streets, where three adjoining yards are occupied by this prosperous concern. 

The members of the company are K.P. Jones and J.E. Brading, two hustling and wide-awake 

business men. The Lumber Company started business in February, 1902, and since the first of 

January a gain of 100 per cent. has been enjoyed in the volume of business. The firm members are 

local men and take and active interest in our city welfare.” 
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Figure 64. Johnson City Comet, 21 January 1904.  

This advertisement ran until at least 11 February 1904. 
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Figure 65. Johnson City Comet, 5 May 1904. This advertisement ran until at least 19 May 1904. 

 

 

 
Figure 66. Johnson City Comet, 26 May 1904. 
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Figure 67. Johnson City Comet, 14 July 1904. 

 

 

15 September 1904. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Lumber Firm. Brading & Marshall is the style of a new firm that has succeeded K.P. 

Jones & Co., dealers in lumber and builders’ supplies. Mr. Brading has been a member of the firm 

for some time and Mr. Marshall has been with the company quite a while. Both of these gentlemen 

are well known business men and experienced in the lumber trade and need no introduction to the 

Johnson City public. They will carry everything needed to build a home and will make you 

interesting figures on what you want. See their ad. elsewhere in this issue.” 

 

Note: Brading and Marshall already owned a large building across Cherry Street, from the K.P. 

Jones office, and will be addressed in the next section. 
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4.2. Businesses on the Southeast Corner of Buffalo and Cherry Streets 

The City Stable Livery Building, 1891 to at least 1928 

(Maps and Figures) 

 

The City Stable Livery, 1901 – 1905?  

Brading – Marshall Lumber Company, at this location, 1905 – 1909 

Abandoned?, 1909 – 1912  

W.J. Barton Feed & Seed Company, at this location, 1912 to at least 1928 

It appears that this building was removed sometime between 1933 and 1941. 

 

This building was served by the dual-gauge trackage on Cherry Street from  

by 1908, until at least the 1930s. 
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Map 12B. A detail of “The City Stable Livery,” in April 1903. Note that the building in the lower left of the 

image was previously occupied by the Johnson City Creamery (in 1897).
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Map 13B. A detail of the “Brading & Marshall Sash Doors & B’ld’rs Supplies Ware Ho.”, previously occupied 

by the City Stable Livery, in December 1908. 
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Map 14B. A detail of the “W.J. Barton Feed & Seed Co. Ware Ho.”, previously occupied by “Brading & 

Marshall”, in July 1913. Note that the dual-gauge trackage along Cherry Street has been laid. Also note that an 

office tower, 2½ stories tall, has been added to the northwest corner of the building, see Figure 68. 
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Figure 68. “Photograph showing assemblage of East Tennessee farmers at Barton Implement, Feed & Seed Co.’s Formal Opening March 16 [1912],” 

looking south across Cherry Street. The tower, visible on the right of the photograph in the northwest corner of the building, at the intersection of 

Cherry and Buffalo streets. This tower was used for office space. Johnson City Comet, 21 March 1912. 
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Figure 69. This detail shows the Clinchfield safety tower on the southeast corner of Buffalo and Jobe streets. The 

structure behind it appears to be the building of the Barton Implement, Feed & Seed Company. On the left side 

of the photograph is a boxcar on the Cherry Street trackage. The safety tower was built in 1910 and remained 

until at least February 1920. The full photograph also showed the trolley tracks running along Buffalo Street, 

which were reportedly removed in 1931, and another photograph that appears to cover the same incident includes 

the “Ferguson Transfer Company” building, indicating that this photograph appears to date to between 1925 and 

1931.14  
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Figure 88A. A detail of the “Implement Ware Ho.” on the south side of the Barton Implement, 

Feed & Seed Company building on Buffalo Street, with the Ford building which was occupied by 

the Lockett Brothers Company at one time, on the right. Note the trolley track in the foreground. 

This photograph was taken before 1927. See Map 15B and Figure 88. 
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Map 15B. A detail of the “Barton Implement Feed & Seed Co” and the Lockett Bros Co. Whol. Gro.”, which was 

built in 1919, on the southeast corner of Buffalo and West Cherry streets, in February 1920. See Map 15 for an 

image of the area around this building. 
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4.2. Businesses on the Southeast Corner of Buffalo and Cherry Streets 

The City Stable Livery Building, 1891 to at least 1928 

 

4.2.1. The City Stable Livery, 1901 – 1905?  

4.2.2. Brading – Marshall Lumber Company, at this location, 1905 – 1909 

Abandoned?, 1909 – 1912  

4.2.3. W.J. Barton Feed & Seed Company, at this location, 1912 to at least 1928 

It appears that this building was removed sometime between 1933 and 1941. 

 

This building was served by the dual-gauge trackage along Cherry Street from  

c. 1908, until at least the 1930s. 

 

 

4.2.1. The City Stable Livery, 1901 – 1905? 

 

18 April 1901. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Two additions are being built to the City stables – a shed 20 x 100 feet is being built on 

the south side for vehicles and an 18-foot room is being built across the rear for new stalls.”  

 

 

1 May 1901. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The team recently purchased for the city fire department is now quartered at the City 

Stables.” 

 

 

18 September 1902. Johnson City Comet. 

 “For Sale, One Black Diamond Stallion. For particulars call at City Stables, Johnson City, 

Tenn.” 

 

 

23 April 1903. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Livery Stable Sold. Tate L. Earnest has sold the City Livery stable to W.T. Givens and 

Fred Price of Milligan. The property changed hands Monday and the new proprietors are now in 

charge. They are both young men and have ample capital and experience to make a success of the 

business. They will continue to conduct a high class livery, sale and feed stable.” 

 

 

21 May 1903. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Mr. Givens has recently purchased the City Livery Stable and is now giving it his personal 

attention. They will move to Johnson City as soon as they can get a suitable dwelling.” 
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Figure 70. Johnson City Comet, 28 May 1903.  

This advertisement ran until at least 12 November 1903.15 

 

 

16 July 1903. Johnson City Comet. 

 “City Stables. The City Stables, owned by W.T. Givens, and conducted by W.C. Snapp, 

manager, easily take the lead in Johnson City liveries. Mr. Givens is a Kentuckian, is an accurate 



191 
 

judge of horseflesh, and will have none but sound, swift, young roadsters in his stables. Since 

opening his livery in 1900, he has established a large patronage, owing to the fact that his turnouts 

are serviceable, comfortable and handsome. His stables are 135 x 90 feet in area and he has ample 

accommodation for 100 horses. Mr. Givens also conducts a feed stable which is largely patronized 

as all horses are given the best care and attention.”16 

 

 

5 January 1905. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Brading & Marshall, the lumber dealers, have moved into the city stable on Buffalo street, 

and are better prepared than ever to handle the stock necessary to supply their trade. This large 

stable makes an ideal place for their business and they would be glad to have you call and see 

them.” 

 

 

4.2.2. Brading & Marshall Lumber Company, at this location 1905 – 1909  

 

 

 
Figure 71. Johnson City Comet, 15 September 1904.17 
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15 September 1904. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Lumber Firm. Brading & Marshall is the style of a new firm that has succeeded K.P. 

Jones & Co., dealers in lumber and builders’ supplies. Mr. Brading has been a member of the firm 

for some time and Mr. Marshall has been with the company quite a while. Both of these gentlemen 

are well known business men and experienced in the lumber trade and need no introduction to the 

Johnson City public. They will carry everything needed to build a home and will make you 

interesting figures on what you want. See their ad. elsewhere in this issue.” 

 

 

5 January 1905. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Brading & Marshall, the lumber dealers, have moved into the city stable on Buffalo street, 

and are better prepared than ever to handle the stock necessary to supply their trade. This large 

stable makes an ideal place for their business and they would be glad to have you call and see 

them.” 

 

 

 
Figure 72. Johnson City Comet, 5 January 1905. 
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Figure 73. Johnson City Comet, 2 February 1905. 

 

 
Figure 74. Johnson City Comet, 20 April 1905. 
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17 December 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Lumber Firm has been Incorporated. The Brading – Marshall Lumber Company has been 

incorporated with $50,000 capital stock. The incorporators are J.E. Brading, C.L. Marshall, S.L. 

Browder, A.D. Marshall and T.A. Cox.” 

 

 

1 January 1909. The Lumber Trade Journal. 

 “Brading – Marshall Lumber Company, Johnson City, Tenn., [Incorporated] $50,000 

capital, by J.E. Brading, C.L. Marshall, S.L. Browder and others.”18 

 

 

10 January 1909. Hardwood Record. 

 “Brading & Marshall, a well-known lumber concern of Johnson City, has just been 

reorganized, with a capital stock of $50,000, as the Brading & Marshall Lumber Company, J.E. 

Brading, formerly a Bristol banker, is president, and O.K. Marshall is secretary and treasurer.”19 

 

 

15 April 1909. The St. Louis Lumberman. 

 “The Brading – Marshall Lumber Company of Johnson City, Tenn., are completing their 

lumber house at that point. The buildings will be of large dimensions and immense capacity. 

Sidings have been built into it, so that three lines of railway will enter it for loading and unloading 

shipments.”20 The main entrance to this new facility was on East Main Street, with the building 

reaching Jobe Street, where the railroad spur entered the building. This facility will be addressed 

in a later documentary history. 

 

 

6 May 1909. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Severe Storm Blows this Way. The severe storm that swept Middle Tennessee last week 

hit Johnson City comparatively light Friday evening about five o’clock, going almost directly east. 

A great many trees were uprooted and several houses damaged, the big barn on Buffalo street 

recently vacated by Brading & Marshall was unroofed…” 

 

 

4.2.3. Barton Implement, Feed & Seed Company, at this location 1912 to at least 192821 

 

 
Figure 75. Johnson City Comet, 25 January 1912.22 
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Figure 76. Johnson City Comet, 7 March 1912. 
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Figure 77. Johnson City Comet, 21 March 1912. 
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Figure 78. Johnson City Comet, 18 April 1912. 
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Figure 79. Johnson City Comet, 18 April 1912. 
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Figure 80. Johnson City Comet, 25 April 1912. 
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Figure 81. Johnson City Comet, 25 April 1912. 
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Figure 82. Johnson City Comet, 2 May 1912. 
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Figure 83. Johnson City Comet, 8 August 1912. 
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Figure 84. Johnson City Comet, 4 June 1914. 

 

 
Figure 85. Johnson City Comet, 7 December 1916. 

 

21 March 1912. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The Barton Implement, Feed and Seed Company, of this place, held their formal opening 

Saturday, March 16. For some time the opening had been advertised and when the day arrived the 

crowd that surrounded Implement Hall, as the company’s new home is called, was one of the 

largest that ever has been assembled in the city outside of the 4th of July and ‘circus day.’ The 

company has advertised that they would give away about twenty prizes… 

 All the time in the big building which the company occupies the demonstrations were going 

on and the people were being shown the greatest assortment of up-to-date farm machinery that has 

ever been seen in East Tennessee. There were seven experts from as many factories on the floor 

exhibiting machinery, besides the force employed by the Barton Company. 

 The exhibit which was the most attractive and the one that caused the most comment was 

the Universal stone c rusher, which was run by a one-horse power International Harvester gasoline 

engine. This crusher is certainly a wonderful machine and crushed rocks from eight inches in size 

down to dust…”23 

 

September 1924. National Miller. 

 “Johnson City – W.J. Barton & Sons have purchased the J.A. Scott & Sons Flour Mills and 

will operate.”24 

 

Note: “According to Ray Stahl’s book, ‘Greater Johnson City – A Pictorial History, 1983,’ 

[William J.] Barton served in the office [of Mayor of Johnson City] from 1927 – 29. A 1928 City 

Director reveals that he was president of Barton Implement and Feed Co., located on Buffalo at 

Cherry…”25 
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4.3. Businesses on the Northeast Corner of Buffalo and Ash Streets 

Ford Building, 1919 to 1984 (or 1998) 

(Maps and Figures) 

 

Lockett Brothers Company (Wholesale Grocers), at this location, 1919 until at least 1920 

Wentworth Bakery, mentioned 1922 

Johnson City Bakery, mentioned 1925 

Seaver’s Bakery, 1925 – 1927  

Grocers’ Baking Company, at this location, 1927 – 1959 

Rainbo Baking Company, at this location, 1959 to at least 1967 

Sears, Roebuck & Company warehouse, dates not given 

City storage facility, ? – 1981 

Demolished 1984? Still standing in 1998? 

Google Maps, in 2024, shows a parking lot at this location 

 

This building was served by the dual-gauge trackage on Cherry Street from  

c. 1908, until at least the 1930s. 
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Map 15B (reproduced here for convenience). A detail of the “Barton Implement Feed & Seed Co” and the 

“Lockett Bros Co. Whol. Gro.”, which was built in 1919, on the southeast corner of Buffalo and West Cherry 

streets, in February 1920.26 See Map 15 for an image of the area around this building. The Lockett Brothers 

Company was previously located on East Market Street, where its facility was destroyed by fire in 1918.27 
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Figure 86. An aerial photograph (taken 1 March 1947), looking north at the area around Buffalo, Jobe, Spring and Ashe streets. Note the Summers 

Hardware & Supply Company building at the lower left, with the Harr building (behind it), the McCown – Mahoney building, Hannah Brothers 

building, Ferguson Transfer Company building, and the Seaver building (from left to right) along Jobe Street. Also note the Grocers’ Baking Company 

in the Ford building, east across Buffalo Street from Summers Hardware & Supply Company with signs reading: “Honey-Krust Bread”, and that the 

Barton Implement, Feed & Seed Company (previously to the left, north, of the Ford building) is gone and apparently replaced by a parking lot.28  



207 
 

  

 
Figure 87. A view of the Grocers’ Baking Company in the Ford building with the “Honey-Krust Bread” signs on 1 March 1947.29 
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Figure 88. “Ford Building, corner of Buffalo and Ashe Streets, photographed before 1927”, was photographed from the southwest corner of Buffalo 

and Ashe streets, looking northeast.30 The front of the building faces Buffalo street (note the trolley tracks), the south side is along Ashe street on the 

right of this photograph. “The ‘D. Ford Building, built in 1919, over years housed Lockett Brothers Wholesale Grocery, a Honey Krust Bakery, a 

warehouse for Sears, Roebuck & Co. and a city storage facility.” Note the south side of the Barton Implement, Feed & Seed Company on the left of 

this photograph. Reportedly, the Ford building was demolished in around 1984, however, see Figure 90.31 See Map 15B. 
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Figure 89. A view of the E.T. & W.N.C. depot, looking south from the tracks of the Southern Railway. Note the Grocers’ Baking Company building 

with the sign reading “Honey Krust Bread” on it, on the left side of the photograph (see figures 87, 88, and 90), as well as the Clinchfield Depot and 

the “Summers Hardware & Supply Co.” building (this name came into use in 1936), both in the left center of this photograph. Historian Johnny 

Graybeal captioned this photograph: “Here is the Johnson City depot in its last years as a passenger station. Several buses stop here now daily, but no 

trains. Note the curved supports for the lower section of the roof. It appears that the brick was painted Pearl Gray and the trim left dark. The vehicles 

suggest the early fifties. George Allison Collection.” Another source captioned this photograph: “1930 View with Buses”.32 
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Figure 90. June 1998 – Downtown Johnson City “One of the many painted building signs in Johnson City, this one along Cherry Street.”33 This structure 

appears to be the old “Ford Building”/“Honey-Krust Bread” building, which was sequentially occupied by the Lockett Brothers Company (Wholesale 

Grocer), Seaver’s Bakery, and the Grocers’ Baking Company (the makers of Honey-Krust Bread). The Ford building was just south of the Barton 

Implement, Feed & Seed Company building and was directly across the street from the Summers Hardware and Supply Company (which is visible in 

the right background). See figure 87, 88 and 89. Another report indicates that the Ford building was demolished in 1984.34  
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4.3. Businesses on the Northeast Corner of Buffalo and Ash Streets 

Ford Building, 1919 to 1984 (or 1998) 

(Maps and Figures) 

 

Lockett Brothers Company (Wholesale Grocers), at this location, 1919 until at least 1920 

Wentworth Bakery, mentioned 1922 

Johnson City Bakery, mentioned 1925 

4.3.1. Seaver’s Bakery, 1925 – 1927  

4.3.2. Grocers’ Baking Company, at this location, 1927 – 1959 

Rainbo Baking Company, at this location, 1959 to at least 1967 

Sears, Roebuck & Company warehouse, dates not given 

City storage facility, ? – 1981 

Demolished 1984? Still standing in 1998? 

Google Maps, in 2024, shows a parking lot at this location 

 

This building was served by the dual-gauge trackage on Cherry Street from  

c. 1908, until at least the 1930s. 

 

 

4.3.1. Seaver’s Bakery, 1925 – 1927  

 

Tennessee: A History, 1673 – 1932 

“O. Ralph Seaver – In 1909 a young man came to Johnson City from the coal fields of 

southwestern Virginia, where he had been engaged since he was sixteen years of age. He was O. 

Ralph Seaver, a native of Tennessee, and, and since coming here he has built up what is conceded 

to be the finest and most prosperous enterprise of its sort in Johnson City. The plant is now known 

as the Grocers’ Baking Company, Incorporated, and is the outgrowth of the old Wentworth Bakery 

and consolidation with the Grocers’ Baking Company, of Louisville, Kentucky. Mr. Seaver is its 

general manager and director. The establishment serves a territory that extends from Spruce Pine, 

North Carolina, to the coal fields of Virginia, operates sixteen trucks for delivery, employs forty-

two hands and is equipped with the finest modern machinery and patented ovens. It manufactures, 

in addition to bread, rolls, pies and pastry, its best known brands of bread being its ‘Honey Krust,’ 

‘Honey Kream’ and ‘Honey Fluff.’… For many years he was in charge of a commissary 

department and in Norton, Virginia, became interested in a laundry business. He remained in that 

region until 1925, when he came to Johnson City, where he purchased the Johnson City Bakery, 

which had been the Wentworth, established in 1914. He remodeled the plant and changed its name 

to Seaver’s Bakery, Incorporated, operating it as such until 1927, when he consolidated it with the 

Grocers’ Baking Company, of Louisville, as noted, an enterprise which conducted a chain of four 

bakeries, of which Mr. Seaver is manager and director…”35  

 

 

4.3.2. Grocers’ Baking Company, at this location, 1927 – 1959 

 

8 December 1927. Manufacturers Record.  

“Tenn., Johnson City – Grocers Baking Co., J. Williams Miller, Pres., 1455 S. Seventh St., 

Louisville, Ky., reported, plans establishing branch plant, acquired 2-story and basement, 70 x 
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200-ft. building with an additional L; install about $100,000 machinery, initial capacity from 1500 

to 200 loaves per hr.; also acquired business of Seavers Bakery; plant ready for operation about 

April 1, 1928; R.O. Seaver to become manager.”36 

 

 

29 December 1927. Manufacturers Record.  

“Tenn., Johnson City – Grocers Baking Co., J. Williams Miller, Pres., 1455 S. Seventh St., 

Louisville, Ky., advises have leased large building; contracted for all wiring of the motors and 

lights, hot and cold water and drainage; Baker – Perkins Co., Saginaw, Mich., placing all 

machinery, etc.”37 

 

 

 
Figure 91. The Buffalo, 1928.38  
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Figure 92. The Chalk Line, 28 August 1930.39 
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Figure 93. The Buffalo, 1930.40 
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Figure 94. Kingsport Times, 26 February 1933.41 
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Figure 94A. A detail of Grocers’ Baking Company, “the Home of Honey-Krust, Johnson City, Tenn.” in 1933. Note the building on the left of the 

photograph, which was occupied by “Barton Implement Feed & Seed Co” in 1920. 
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Figure 94B. A detail of the Grocers’ Baking Company with “Honey Krust in the Making” “Interior 

View of Our Johnson City Plant”. 
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Figure 95. Kingsport Times, 24 September 1949.42 
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Figure 96. A Honey Krust Bread truck in the 1950s.43 
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Table 2. “Directory of Industries Inspected, with No. Employes… Washington County – Johnson City”, for the Year Ending 31 

December 1922.44 

Style of Firm Business 

No. Employes 

Over 16 Under 16 

Male Female Male Female 

Wentworth Bakeries Bakery 7 1   

 

Table 3. “Directory of Industries Inspected with Number of Employes… Washington County – Johnson City”, for the Year Ending 31 

December 1925.45 

Style of Firm Business 

No. Employes 

Over 16 Under 16 

Male Female Male Female 

Johnson City Bakery Bakery 10 2   

 

Table 4. “Directory of Industries Inspected with Number of Employes… Washington County – Johnson City”, for the Year Ending 31 

December 1929.46 

Style of Firm Business 

No. Employes 

Over 16 Under 16 

Male Female Male Female 

Grocers Baking Co. Bakery 27 2   

 

Table 5. “Directory of Industries Inspected with Number of Employes… Washington County – Johnson City”, for the Year Ending 31 

December 1930.47 

Style of Firm Business 

No. Employes 

Over 16 Under 16 

Male Female Male Female 

Grocers Baking Co., Inc. Bakery 28 1   

 

Table 6. “Location and List of Industries Inspected 1933… Washington County – Johnson City”, for the Year Ending 31 December 

1933.48 

Style of Firm Business 

No. Employes 

Over 16 Under 16 

Male Female Male Female 

Grocers Baking Co., Inc. Wholesale Bakery 28 2   
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4.3.3. Rainbo Baking Company, at this location 1959 to at least 1967 

 

 

14 June 1960 to 7 April 1967. Federal Trade Commission Decisions. 

“Docket 7938. Complaint, June 14, 1960 – Decision, Apr. 7, 1967… The Federal Trade 

Commission, having reason to believe that the above-named respondent [Campbell Taggart 

Associated Bakeries, Inc.] has violated and is now violating the provisions of Section 7 of the 

amended Clayton Act (U.S.C., Title 15, Section 18), and Section 5 of the Federal Trade 

Commission Act (U.S.C., Title 15, Section 45)…  

 95. In May 1959, the assets of Grocers Baking Co. of Kentucky and its three wholly owned 

subsidiary corporations were purchased from Grocers Baking Co. by eight corporate subsidiaries 

of Campbell Taggart Associated Bakeries, Inc. (CX 115A-D). At the time of the purchase, Grocers 

Baking Co., a Kentucky corporation, with headquarters in Louisville, Kentucky, (CX 115A), 

operated bakeries in Louisville, Lexington, Bowling Green, Owensboro, and Paducah, Kentucky 

(Tr. 3053–54). In addition, Grocers Baking Co. of Kentucky had two wholly owned subsidiaries, 

Grocers Baking Co. of Johnson City, a Tennessee corporation, which operated a bakery in Johnson 

City, Tennessee, and Grocers Baking Co. of Indiana, an Indiana corporation, which operated 

bakery plants in New Albany and Bedford, Indiana. Grocers Baking Co. of Indiana, in turn, had a 

wholly-owned subsidiary, Hi-Class Baking Co., with a baking plant in Evansville, Indiana (Tr. 

3053-54)… 

103. Campbell Taggart formed the Rainbo Baking Co. of Louisville, Kentucky, a 

corporation, to acquire the assets of Grocers' Louisville, Kentucky, and New Albany, Indiana 

baking plants. The Rainbo Baking Co. of Lexington, Kentucky, a corporation, was formed to 

acquire the assets of Grocers’ baking plant at Lexington, Kentucky. The Rainbo Baking Co. of 

Johnson City, a corporation, was formed to take over the assets of the Grocers’ plant at Johnson 

City, Tennessee (Tr. 2644-48)…  

116. Prior to the acquisition, the Johnson City baking plant was a wholly owned subsidiary 

of Grocers, operating as the Grocers Baking Co. of Johnson City, Tennessee. The plant distributed 

bread in the States of Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, and a small portion of North Carolina, with 

depots located at Big Stone Gap, Virginia, and Morristown, Tennessee (CX 135A-B, 137; Tr. 

3164). Prior to the acquisition, Grocers had purchased property on which it planned to erect a new 

plant, which was estimated to cost between $650,000 and $700,000 (Tr. 3164, 3169–70). The area 

of distribution from the plant was approximately forty miles, which was extended an additional 

fifty miles through the use of depots (Tr. 4344). After the acquisition, the plant became the Rainbo 

Baking Company of Johnson City, Tennessee. After the acquisition, the Johnson City plant 

discontinued selling in North Carolina (Tr. 4335), and began selling in Richlands, Virginia (Tr. 

4336). A new depot was established in Abingdon, Virginia (Tr. 4343-44). 

 117. After the acquisition of the Johnson City plant by Rainbo Baking Company, a 

Campbell Taggart subsidiary, approximately $400,000 was expended on the plant, together with 

additional sums for the overhaul of machinery used in the old plant (the rundown condition of this 

plant was given by Mr. Hikes as one of the reasons for selling the assets of Grocers to subsidiaries 

of Campbell Taggart; Tr. 3170, 4337-39). The Johnson City plant lost $6,840 on its operations for 

1959 (CX 298B, 1. 70), and borrowed $550,000 from the First National Bank of Dallas (CX 298B, 

1. 2). In 1960 an additional $175,000 was borrowed by this plant from the First National Bank in 

Dallas (CX 298H, 1. 2). No dividends were paid during 1959, 1960, and 1961 to Campbell Taggart, 



222 
 

owner of the remaining 95% of the outstanding common stock of this company (CX 298B, H, N, 

1. 73)… 

 

It is ordered, That respondent Campbell Taggart Associated Bakeries, Inc., a corporation, 

and its officers, directors, agents, representatives, employees, subsidiaries, affiliates, successors 

and assigns within one year from the date this order becomes final shall divest absolutely and in 

good faith all assets, properties, rights and privileges, tangible and intangible, including but not 

limited to, all plants, equipment, trade names, trademarks and goodwill acquired by Campbell 

Taggart Associated Bakeries, Inc., as a result of its acquisition of the stock share capital or assets 

of the following named corporations… Grocers Baking Company, Louisville, Kentucky… 

together with all plants, machinery, buildings, improvements, equipment and other property of 

whatever description which has been added to the property of any of the above named corporations 

by respondent, as may be necessary to restore each of them as an effective competitor in the lines 

of commerce in which each of the respective acquired corporations were engaged at the time of 

acquisition…”49 
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5. Businesses Between Spring and Buffalo Streets (east to west), along Jobe Street,  

1891? – 1909 

(Maps and Figures) 

 

 

Big Spring Saloon (“Farmers Saloon”?), by 1891? – 1903?  

 

“L.H.P. Lusk’s storehouse,” 1889 

 

New South Brewery and Ice Company Depot, 1899 – 1903? 

 

Lusk Stable, by 1888 – 1891  

Excelsior Livery Stable, 1888 

T.P.A. Livery Stable, 1900 – 1903  

Marion McMackin Livery?, 1905 – 1909  
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Map 16. The area between Spring and Buffalo streets (east to west) and Jobe and Cherry streets (north to south), in January 1891. Note the “Big Spring” 

and the “Sal.” (saloon), with its “W. R’m” (ware room) to its right (east), as well as the “Harr Block” of buildings, occupied by a grocery (“Gro.”) and 

a hardware (Hardw.”) shop, on the southwest corner of Spring and Jobe streets, as well as the “Seaver Block” of buildings, occupied by “Paints & 

Hardw.”, “Hardw. Oils, Varnish, &c.” (2nd floor: Tailor), and “Vac.” (vacant, 2nd floor: “Tin Shop”), on the southeast corner of Spring and Jobe streets.50  
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Map 17. The area between Spring and Buffalo streets (east to west) and Jobe and Cherry streets (north to south), in May 1897. Note the changes in the 

saloon and its attached buildings, as well as the changes in the occupants of the “Harr Block” and “Seaver Block” along Spring Street.51 
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Map 18. The area between Spring and Buffalo streets (east to west) and Jobe and Cherry streets (north to south), in April 1903. Note the changes in the 

saloon and its attached buildings. Note that the “New South Brewing Co” Beer Depot and W. Hos” have been built between the saloon and the “Harr 

Block,” occupied by a “Produce Ho.” and a warehouse (“W. Ho.”) on Spring Street. Also note the changes in the “Seaver Block,” occupied by 

“Harness”, “Feed” and “Water Works Off. & Workshop”.52 
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Map 19. The area between Spring and Buffalo streets (east to west) and Jobe and Cherry streets (north to south), in December 1908. Note that the “Big 

Spring,” the “Big Spring” saloon and its associated buildings, the New South Brewing Company beer depot and the warehouse to the east of it, as well 

as the “produce Ho.” of the “Harr Block” have all been removed. The “Harness” shop in the “Seaver Block” has also been removed, with the remaining 

buildings now occupied by “Whol. Meat” and “Storage.”53 
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Map 20. The area between Spring and Buffalo streets (east to west) and Jobe and Cherry streets (north to south), in July 1913. Note that all of the 

structures in this area, with the exception of the office formerly occupied by K.P. Jones & Company, have been removed.54 

  



229 
 

 
Figure 97. “Downtown Johnson City (Aerial View)” looking east, with the Clinchfield depot and its curved 

platform in the lower right corner. The center of this photograph includes the parking area east of the Clinchfield 

depot, which was once occupied by the “Big Spring,” the “Big Spring” Saloon, New South Brewing Company 

beer depot, and the “Harr Block” of buildings (on the southwest corner of Spring and Jobe streets). The area 

bounded by Jobe and Ash streets (north to south) and Spring and Roan streets (east to west) appears to be largely 

occupied by warehouses, including the Central Tobacco Warehouse (previously occupied by the Miller Brothers). 

This area was once occupied by the “Seaver Block” and some residences. To the left of the Clinchfield depot is 

the E.T. & W.N.C. depot (with a rare view of the north and west sides of the building). The light-colored building 

of the Free Service Tire Company is above and to the left of the E.T. & W.N.C. depot and the Harr building is to 

the right of the Free Service Tire Company building. This photograph was undated but appears to date to the 

1940s or 1950s.55  
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Figure 98. “Combine #15 Excursion Car at Johnson City”.56 Based on the cars in the parking lot, on the right, this image appears to date to the 1930s 

or 1940s. 
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Figure 98A. A detail of the buildings along Cherry Street and east of Buffalo Street. All of the buildings in this image appear to have been built after 

1920. The author has not been able to identify any of these buildings. 
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Figure 99. “Railroad Collision, at the Clinchfield and ETWNC railroad between Roan [should read Buffalo] and Spring Streets, Johnson City. A train 

hit a car, killing the driver. The railroad crossing watchman’s tower is visible just left of the boxcar in the right of the photograph”57 This tower was on 

Jobe Street, about half way between Spring and Roan streets. The presence of the Ferguson Transfer Company building and the trolley tracks probably 

date this photograph to between 1925 and 1931. Also note the Hannah – Dosser building on the left. This photograph appears to predate that of Figure 

98. 
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Figure 99A. A detail showing the buildings along Cherry Street between Buffalo and Roan streets, with what appears to be the Miller Brothers building 

at the southwest corner of Cherry and Roan streets, just to the right of the boxcar. Also note what appears to be a boxcar in front of the unidentified 

building on the right. 
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Figure 100.  An aerial view of the area along Jobe Street on 19 April 1941. The area between Spring and Buffalo streets (east to west) and Jobe and 

Cherry streets (north to south) appears to have been converted to parking. The area between Roan and Spring streets (east to west) and Jobe and Cherry 

streets (north to south) appears to have been mostly occupied by warehouses. Also note that the trackage along Cherry Streets appears to have been 

removed.58 
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Figure 101. An aerial view of the area along Jobe Street on 1 March 1947. The area between Spring and Buffalo streets (east to west) and Jobe and 

Cherry streets (north to south) has been converted to parking.59 Note the tower (?) on Jobe Street, to the east (right) of Spring Street, perhaps indicating 

that one of the Clinchfield safety towers remained until at least 1947. However, compare with Figure 100 from 1941, in which this tower does not 

appear to be present. 
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5.1. Big Spring Saloon (“Farmers Saloon”?), by 1891? – 1903?  

This business appears to have been served by dual-gauge trackage. 

 

 

 
Map 16A. This map from January 1891 depicts the “Big Spring” on the southeast corner of Buffalo 

and Jobe streets. To the east of the spring is a 2-story building housing the brick “Big Spring” (?) 

Saloon (“Sal.”) with an attached wood framed “W. R’m”, which appears to be an abbreviation for 

“ware room”.  

 

 

 
Map 17A. A detail from May 1897. Note that brick structure is now a dwelling and the “Big 

Spring” (?) Saloon is located in the attached wood-framed structure. Also note that an “iron clad” 

“Beer Sto’g’e” building has been constructed adjacent to the saloon. Finally, note that it appears 

that fences have been installed on the east and south of the Big Spring, as well as behind the saloon.  
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Map 18B. A detail from April 1903. Note that the brick structure is now being used for storage and that the wood-framed “New South Brewing Co.” 

Beer Depot has been constructed to the east. By December 1908, the “Big Spring,” “Storage,” “Big Spring” Saloon, “Beer Storage” and the “New 

South Brewing Co.” Beer Depot would all be gone. The “New South Brewing Co.” beer depot will be addressed in the next section.  
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Figure 113B. The lightly colored two-story building appears to be the “Big Spring Saloon” (identified, perhaps 

mistakenly, in the caption with this photograph, as the “Farmers Saloon”), with a dark “Beer Sto’ge” structure 

visible on the east side of the building, and a brick dwelling on the west side. The saloon and dwelling were built 

before 1891. The building to its right appears to be the small shed that was located across Buffalo street on the 

property with “Scattered Piles of Lumber” and which was built between 1891 and 1897 (see maps 16 and 17). 

Also, note what may be rail cars in the right background as well as a smoke plume, which may have originated 

from a locomotive near the union depot. Based on the Sanborn fire insurance map, this photographic appears to 

date to between 1891 and 1903 (the May 1903 map indicates that the small shed by the lumber had been removed 

by the time that map was made).  
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Figure 102. Johnson City Comet, 23 February 1899.  

 

 

 
Figure 103. Johnson City Comet, 23 February 1899.  

This advertisement ran until at least 13 July 1899. 
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Figure 104. Containers from “The Big Spring Saloon.”60 

 

 

26 February 1903. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Johnson City Dry. – The Legalized Saloon Must Go Hence From Johnson City… The 

expected has taken place and on schedule time. The temperance bacilli has been at work in Johnson 

City for years and when the opportunity presented itself those inoculated swept everything before 

them. We have frequently said that Johnson City has fewer drinking men than any town in the 

state, but must confess that we thought there were more than eleven. Those eleven fellows 

sustained seven saloons with what little assistance they got from neighboring towns and sustained 

them well…” 

 

 

7 May 1903. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Barrooms Leaving. One by one the saloons are closing. T.A. O’Donnell closed Thursday 

under litigation and M. McGinley’s license expired Friday. It is understood that Geo. W. Holmes 

will go to Knoxville at once and that will leave only three saloons in the city.”61 

 

 

15 October 1908. Johnson City Comet.   

 “Work Progressing on Industrial Line. The C., C. & O. line through the city is progressing 

rapidly. The steam shovel finished the excavation from Roan street to the big spring Tuesday and 

is now working east of Division street… The entire line through the city is covered with men and 

it soon will be completed. Buildings along the route are being torn away and the giant oaks at the 

big spring have given way to the woodman’s axe and the spring will soon be closed to the eye of 

man and the foot of goose forever. Orders have been issued for the razing of 31 houses at once that 

are in the way of the tracks through the city.” 
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5.2. “L.H.P. Lusk’s storehouse,” 1889 

This business appears to have been served by dual-gauge trackage. 

 

 

12 September 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The alarm of fire was sounded Monday shortly after noon, and our patriotic fire-fighters 

made haste, with bucket in hand, to the scene of the fire. It was only a slight blaze and was soon 

put out. A spark from an engine on the E.T. & W.N.C.R.R. set fire to the roof of L.H.P. Lusk’s 

storehouse near the Big Spring, or that is supposed to be the origin. Our facilities for fighting fire 

are few and very poor. It might be well for the board to take the matter under advisement.” Note, 

the author has not been able to determine the precise location of this warehouse  
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5.3. New South Brewery and Ice Company Depot, 1899 – 1903? 

This business appears to have been served by dual-gauge trackage. 

 

 

 
Map 18C. A detail from April 1903. The “New South Brewing Co. Beer Depot” was built in 1901 on Jobe Street, between the “Big Spring Saloon” 

and an unidentified warehouse. The beer depot measured approximately 35 x 35 feet. This building probably ceased being used as a beer depot in 1903, 

when Johnson City went “dry.” In any case, this building was removed by December 1908.  
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Figure 105. “Cold Storge Depot... M.R. Miller, Agent for The New South Brewery & Ice Co. of Middlesboro Ky…” between 1901 and 1903.62 The 

building in the right background appears to be the T.P.A. Livery on Cherry Street, while the building on the left is an unidentified warehouse, see Map 

18C. Note the dual gauge trackage in the foreground. 
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5.3. New South Brewery and Ice Company Depot, 1899 – 1903? 

This business appears to have been served by dual-gauge trackage. 

 

 

2 February 1899. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Will Enlarge Business. Mr. Wm. Walbrattch, of Middlesboro, Ky., was in the city last 

week. Mr. Walbrattch is the president of New South Brewing and Ice Co. that has a branch here 

under the management of M.R. Miller. He was here to look after his interests and incidentally to 

increase his already lucrative business in this section. This company manufactures the celebrated 

Crystal Pale and Pinnacle beers and no purer or better article of the kind is upon the market. He is 

a pleasant gentleman and made many friends in a business and social way while in the city. He 

told The Comet he was anxious to reach home Monday to hear ‘Our Bob’ lecture Monday night. 

We inferred from what he said that if there was anything wrong with the Governor’s flow of 

language the New South Brewery was at his command.”  

 

 

21 February 1899. Johnson City Comet. 

 “President Walbrecht, of the Middleboro Brewery, was in the city last week. While here 

he leased a piece of land near the narrow gauge road, and will erect at once a modern cold storage 

building. This company will not only supply the products of its brewery but will furnish the city 

ice during the summer.” 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 106. Johnson City Comet, 11 April 1901. 

 

 

8 August 1901. Johnson City Comet.  

 “The New South Brewing and Ice Company is building a cold storage room on the Narrow 

Gauge, just back of Steven’s Bro.’s poultry house.” 
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Figure 107. Johnson City Comet, 5 September 1901. 

 

 
Figure 108. Johnson City Comet, 19 September 1901. 

This advertisement ran until at least 16 January 1902. 
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Figure 109. Johnson City Comet, 24 October 1901. 

 

 

20 September 1901. American Brewers’ Review.  

 “Tennessee. – The New South Brewing & Ice Company is building a beer depot at Johnson 

City.”63 

 

 

Note: The New South Brewing and Ice Company facility in Johnson City was probably closed in 

1903, when Johnson City went “dry.” 
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5.4. Lusk Stable Building 

 

Lusk Stable, 1888 – 1891  

Excelsior Livery Stable, 1888 

T.P.A. Livery Stable, 1900 – 1903  

Marion McMackin Livery?, 1905 – 1909  

 

This building was on Cherry Street, between Spring and Buffalo streets. 

  

 
Map 16B. A livery on Cherry Street, adjacent to the “Big Spring” and a saloon, in January 1891. 

 

 
Map 17B. A livery on Cherry Street, adjacent to the “Big Spring” and the “Big Spring” (?) Saloon, 

in May 1897. Note that it appears that fences have been installed on the east and south of the Big 

Spring, as well as behind the saloon and west of the livery.   
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Map 18D. The T.P.A. Livery in April 1903. Note the addition of the “K.P. Jones & Co” lumber yard and the 

“New South Brewing Co” Beer Depot, to the west and north of the livery. 

 

 

 
Map 19B. The (Marion McMackin?) livery in December 1908. Note that the “Big Spring,” “Storage,” “Big 

Spring” Saloon, “Beer Storage” and the “New South Brewing Co.” Beer Depot have all been removed. The livery 

would be removed in January 1909 and the “K.P. Jones & Co” buildings, except the brick one, would also be 

removed, probably in 1909. The brick building was used by the Clinchfield as a temporary ticket office in 1908, 

and was not removed until sometime between 1913 and 1920. 
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5.4.1. Excelsior Livery Stable, 1888 

 

20 December 1888. Johnson City Comet.  

 “Jas. Scalf has moved his Livery Stable to the Lusk stable on Cherry Street and having a 

large stable he will increase his stock and will be glad to see his friends in his new quarters.” 

 

 

 
Figure 110. Johnson City Comet, 20 December 1888. 

 

 

1 October 1891. Johnson City Comet. 

“Sheriff’s Sale. – Hazen, Lotspeich and Thomas vs. L.H.P. Lusk et al.  By virtue of a Vendi 

Exponas issued by S.H.L. Cooper, Clerk of the Law Court for Washington County, at Johnson 

City, Tenn., by order of said Court, dated Oct. 414, 1891, I will on Saturday, November 21st, 1891 
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at the Court House door in Johnson City, Tenn., offer for cash in hand, all the right, title, claim 

and interest that L.H.P. Lusk has in and to the following described real estate, in Johnson City, to 

wit: 1 stable and lot of land bounded as follows: South by Cherry street, North by E.T. & W.N.C. 

R.R.; West by R.J Lusk and Campbell heirs; East by L.H.P. Lusk; fronting 74 feet of Cherry street, 

and running back 166 feet to the E.T. & W.N.C.R.R., to satisfy a judgment that Hazen, Lotspeich 

and Thomas recovered against before H.C. Hart, Esq., on the 2d day of Dec. 1890… J.I. Hawkins, 

Sheriff. This 20th day of Oct. 1891…”  

 

 

5.4.2. T.P.A. Livery Stable, 1900 – 1903  

 

25 January 1900. Johnson City Comet. 

 “‘Bill’ Snapp, the most popular liveryman that ever sent out a vehicle, is back in harness. 

He is managing the T.P.A. Livery Stable on Cherry St. Thos. Turner is the proprietor, and your 

‘Uncle Bill’ is on hand to accommodate his friends with any kind of a turnout desired. An 

advertisement for the stable appears elsewhere in this issue.” See Map 18D. 

 

 

 
Figure 111. Johnson City Comet, 25 January 1900.  

Similar advertisements ran until at least 17 January 1901. 

 

 

1 November 1900. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Stable Opening. Snapp & Co. are moving into their new stable on the corner of Buffalo 

and Cherry streets. It is one of the finest stables in East Tennessee and will be opened next Monday 

night with great eclat. The public generally are invited to be present. At 7:30 p.m. there will be a 

ladies riding contest in the rotunda of the stable. The winner will receive a handsome silk umbrella. 

It will be an interesting occasion.” 
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5.4.3. Marion McMackin Livery?, 1905 – 1909 

 

 

 
Figure 112. Johnson City Comet, 27 April 1905.  

This advertisement ran until at least 11 May 1905.  

 

 

21 January 1909. Johnson City Comet. 

 “The old [T.P.A./MacMackin] livery barn on Cherry street has been torn down to make 

room for the tracks of the C., C. & O. Thus does the march of eternal progress push onward.” 
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6.0. Trackside Businesses on Spring Street, Between Jobe and Cherry Streets, 1891 – 1910 

(Maps and Figures) 

 

 

“Harr Block,” Southwest Corner of Spring and Jobe Streets, 1890 – 1910 

John E. Harr’s store house, 1890 

Cigar Factory, 1891, 1893 

Steven Brothers (Poultry), 1899 

 

W.H. Henderson’s store house, 1890 

Stevens Brothers (Poultry), 1903 

 

 

“Seaver Block,” Southeast Corner of Spring and Jobe Streets, 1890 – 1910 

Seaver and Summers (Hardware), 1890 – 1893  

Johnson City Meat Market (?), 1890 

Faucette & Mountcastle (Wholesale), 1891 

Crumley & Pierce (Tin Manufacturers), 1891 – 1892  

Lyle & Summers (Hardware), 1893 – 1894  

Watauga Water Company, 1894 – 1908?  

“J.S. Galliher & Company” (Tin Manufacturers), 1897 – 1898  

C.W. Seaver (Harness Manufacturer), 1893 – 1908  

“W.C. Snapp and Tate L. Earnest” (carriage repository), 1900 

Pierce Brothers (Tin Manufacturers), 1902 – 1903  
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Map 10B. A composite map of the buildings along Spring Street, between East Main and Cherry 

streets, in 1891.64 
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Map 11B. A composite map of the buildings along Spring Street, between East Main and Cherry 

streets, in 1897.65 
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Map 12C. A composite map of the buildings along Spring Street, between East Main and Cherry 

streets, in 1903.66  
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Map 13C. A composite map of the buildings along Spring Street, between East Main and Cherry 

streets, in 1908.67 Note the building depicted in blue near the center of this image. This concrete 

block building was constructed for C.W. Seaver to replace his harness shop, on the southeast corner 

of Spring and Jobe streets (see Map 12C), which was demolished to as part of the construction of 

the Clinchfield through downtown Johnson City. 
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Map 14C. A composite map of the buildings along Spring Street, between East Main and Cherry 

streets, in 1913.68 
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Map 15C. A composite map of the buildings along Spring Street, between East Main and Cherry 

streets, in 1920.69 
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Map 16C. A detail of the Harr and Seaver blocks on Spring Street, between Jobe and Cherry streets, in January 1891.70 
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Map 17C. A detail of the Harr and Seaver blocks on Spring Street, between Jobe and Cherry streets, in May 1897.71 
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Map 18E. A detail of the Harr and Seaver blocks on Spring Street, between Jobe and Cherry streets, in April 1903.72 
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Map 19C. A detail of the Harr and Seaver blocks on Spring Street, between Jobe and Cherry streets, in December 1908.73 
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Figure 113. “Farmers Saloon, Downtown Johnson City, Tenn., c. 1920,” looking west along Jobe Street. Note E.T. & W.N.C. boxcar 

#64. A date of c. 1920 does not appear to be supportable, see Figure 113A, below, which supports a date between 1891 and 1903.74 
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Figure 113A. The first building on the left (obscured by the boxcar) appears to be part of the “Seaver Block,” which contained a “Feed” shop, the 

Seaver “Harness” shop and the “Water Works Off. & Work Shop” in 1897 (from north to south). By 1903, the Seaver “Harness” shop and the “Feed” 

shop had changed places (see maps 17C and 18E). The “Seaver Block” was built in 1890 and was located on the southeast corner of Jobe and Spring 

streets. The second building to the right appears to be the wood-framed iron-clad building that was built as part of the “Harr Block” in 1890 and 

contained a warehouse and a cabinet shop in 1897, and which was located west across Spring Street from the Seaver Block. By 1903, the “Harr Block” 

was occupied by a “Produce Ho.” and a “W. Ho.” (from north to south). The third building, lightly colored, appears to be the “Big Spring Saloon” 

(identified, perhaps mistakenly, in the caption with this photograph, as the “Farmers Saloon”), with a dark “Beer Sto’ge” structure visible on the east 

side of the building, and a brick dwelling on the west side. The saloon and dwelling were built before 1891. The fourth building appears to be the small 

shed that was located across Buffalo street on the property with “Scattered Piles of Lumber” and which was built between 1891 and 1897 (see maps 

16 and 17). Also, note what may be rail cars in the right background as well as a smoke plume, which may have originated from a locomotive near the 

union depot. Based on the Sanborn fire insurance map, this photographic appears to date to between 1891 and 1903 (the May 1903 map indicates that 

the small shed by the lumber had been removed by the time that map was made).  
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Map 18F. This map depicts the relationship between the “Seaver Block” and the residences to its east in 1903, with the photograph in Figure 114. 
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Figure 114. Another photograph of E.T. & W.N.C. Boxcar #64, which appears to have been taken at about the same time as that in Figure 113. Note 

that the home near the center of the photograph appears to match the plan of the right (easternmost) home depicted on Map 18F, in particular note the 

gap between the two fences. Also, note that the track arrangement, with two narrow gauge tracks (one with a narrow gauge box car #64 on it) in the 

foreground and two dual-gauge tracks behind them, matches that shown on Map 12.75 See also Figure 113. 
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Figure 115. An aerial view of the area along Jobe Street on 1 March 1947. The area between Roan and Spring streets (east to west) and Jobe and Cherry 

streets (north to south) appears to have been mostly occupied by warehouses.76  
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6.1 “Harr Block,” Southwest Corner of Spring and Jobe Streets, 1890 – 1910 

 

 

9 January 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “John Harr put a force of hands at work Monday on his new store house on Spring Street, 

near the narrow Gauge railroad. He will build a store house 30 x 100 and W.H. Henderson, R.J. 

Lusk and Jas. Scalf, will build next to him, making a block of four nice store houses. G.C. Seaver 

will build on the opposite corner at an early day.” Note, the Johnosn City Comet reporter seems to 

have misunderstood, as only two store houses were built in this Harr Block. 

 

 

30 January 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “J.E. Harr’s store house previously mentioned is nearing completion. 

 W.H. Henderson is building a store room 25 x 100 feet, on Spring street, adjoining J.E. 

Harr’s new building.”77 

 

 

13 February 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “A little 5-year old son of Chas. Taylor while climbing about in the new store house of 

W.H. Henderson on Spring street, fell from the second story sleepers and caught on the sleepers 

of the first floor, a distance of 12 feet, Tuesday. The little fellow was picked up more dead than 

alive and was taken home and medical aid summoned. He was not seriously hurt as at first feared, 

and is doing well now.” 

 

 

24 April 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Started with a Rush. – A List of Factories, Hotels, Business and Dwelling Houses 

Completed and Under Construction Since January 1st, 1890. – Nearly a Million Dollars Already 

Spent in Building… John Harr, Store house… [$]2,000… A.P. [W.H.?] Henderson, Store house… 

[$]2,000…” 

 

 

12 March 1891. Johnson City Comet. 

 “J.E. Harr, a prominent citizen of Johnson City, has bought out ‘The World’s Cigar 

Manufacturing Company,’ heretofore conducted by Wm. Simpson at this place, and will carry on 

a more enlarged and extensive business in the future.” 

 

 

9 April 1891. Johnson City Comet. 

 “J.E. Harr’s cigar factory was put into full blast Monday by a good force of hands. Mr. 

Harr is a hustler of no mean effort not only to supply the city trade, but to place his fine goods on 

other markets. He employs none but expert makers and uses nothing but first-class goods.” 
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Table 8. Apparent Occupants of the “Harr Block,” Southwest Corner of Spring and Jobe Streets, January 1890 to 1909 (?) 

 216 Spring Street 217 Spring Street 

January 1890 

“John Harr put a force of hands at work Monday on his 

new store house on Spring Street, near the narrow Gauge 

railroad. He will build a store house 30 x 100...” 

“W.H. Henderson is building a store room 25 x 100 

feet, on Spring street, adjoining J.E. Harr’s new 

building.” 

January 1891 “Gro.” “Hardw.” 

April 1891 “J.E. Harr’s cigar factory”  

May 1893 

“Martin I. Gump yesterday opened up a full line of 

vehicles, farm implements and the like... His warehouse 

and office are in the old cigar factory building on Spring 

street and the narrow gauge.” 

 

June 1894 Auctioned  

May 1897 “W. Ho.” “Cabinet Shop” 

December 1899 Stevens Brothers (produce and poultry)  

April 1903 “Produce Ho” “W. Ho.” 

By July 1903  Stevens Brothers 

December 1908 Demolished by this time “Ware Ho.” 

1913  Demolished, probably in 1909 
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Figure 116. Johnson City Comet, 16 April 1891. 

 

 

25 May 1893. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Ex-Recorder Gump – Dispenses Justice to the Public in a New Way. – Ex-Recorder 

Martin I. Gump yesterday opened up a full line of vehicles, farm implements and the like, and is 

now prepared to deal out justice and good bargains to the dear people, whom he summons en masse 

at his place of business early to avoid the rush. His warehouse and office are in the old [John E. 

Harr] cigar factory building on Spring street and the narrow gauge. He earnestly solicits patronage 

and invites not only old but new customers, feeling no doubt that the former will be less reluctant 

about dropping in than when in his former capacity. His motto is justice to all.” 

 

 

2 November 1893. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Delinquent Taxes. – Order of Publication. – State of Tennessee et al., vs. H.K. Little, et 

al. In the chancery court at Johnson City. It appearing from the return of the special deputy 

sheriff… And it further appearing that this is a bill brought by the state and county aforesaid to 

enforce their lien for the taxes of the year 1890, due upon certain lands particularly described and 

set forth in the bill and said lands being situated in the 9th Civil District of said county of 

Washington, and described as follows, to-wit:” 
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Table 9. Delinquent Taxes from 1890. 

Year. To Whom Assessed. Description and Boundaries. Block. Lot. Acres. 

[1890] [Harr, J E] [Spring Street,] One [Store House] 8 59  

 

 

3 May 1894. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Trustee’s Sale. – By virtue of a deed of trust executed by J.E. Harr and wife, Lula Harr, 

on April 3, 1893, and duly recorded in the registry at Jonesboro, Tenn., in volume 8, page 261, 

deeds of trust book; made to secure a debt due to the Watauga Bank of $2,414.83, due July 3, 

1893, which conveyed to me power to sell the following described property to wit: One certain 

town lot lying and being in the 9th civil district of Washington county, in the town of Johnson, and 

fronting 25 feet on Spring street, and running back 117 feet to an alley in the rear, adjoining lot 

and house of A.B. Bowman on the north, and Jobe heirs on the south; also the following described 

real estate: Beginning on Spring street and the E.T. & W.N.C.R.R., thence south 53 degrees and 

50 minutes with the railroad line 100 feet to a stake; thence south 37 degrees and 15 minutes east 

30 feet to a stake, Henderson’s line; thence north 53 feet and 50 minutes east to a stake on Spring 

street; thence north 37 degrees and 15 minutes west with Spring street 30 feet to the beginning, 

being the lot on which there is a two story iron sheeted building… and said debt and interest being 

past due and unpaid, I will, on 5th day of June, 1894, expose said property to public sale, to the 

highest bidder, for cash in hand, in front of the opera house, in Johnson City, Tenn., and in bar of 

equity of redemption, unless said debt, interest and costs are sooner paid. This May 2nd, 1894, Isaac 

Harr, Trustee. printer’s fee $13.” 

 

 

28 December 1899. Johnson City Comet. 

 “A New Industry. It has been several months since Stevens Bros., of Baltimore, Maryland, 

established a wholesale produce house in Johnson City with that popular and experienced buyer, 

W.E. Reese, in charge. The business is located on Spring Street just east of the E.T. & W.N.C. 

tracks and occupies a two-story building 25 x 100 feet. The business has grown rapidly from the 

start, and under this superb management continues to grow. During the last ten days a new 

department has been added, that of killing and dressing poultry for the market. Two expert killers 

were sent here from Baltimore, Md., and the building was put in readiness at once. The second 

floor is devoted to this department, and large storage coops were built where the birds were fed 

and watered several days before being killed. All the necessary equipment has been added, and 15 

or 20 men are constantly employed picking birds. The capacity is 2000 birds a day, and two car 

loads of dressed birds are shipped each week. A large portion of the birds, particularly the broilers 

and turkeys, are dry picked, as no other kind will be received on some of the markets reached by 

this firm. This department is in charge of Mr. Stephenson, also of Baltimore, an expert. Most 

shipments are made to Baltimore. 

 Johnson City is one of the best markets in East Tennessee for poultry, and W.E. Reese is 

one of the best known and most reliable dealers, and this firm has made a happy selection in 

securing his services. 

 A peep into this place will surprise one used to the sight of chickens, and you can well 

imagine the effect the sight had upon an editor.” 
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18 January 1900. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Will Enlarge the Plant. Stevens Bros., the wholesale produce dealers, are preparing to 

enlarge their plant in this city. They have purchased all of the ground between their store room on 

the corner of Spring street and the E.T. & W.N.C. Ry., and Maple street. In a short time they will 

cover this ground with large buildings to be used as slaughter rooms for poultry and cold storage 

rooms. They will also put in an ice plant, but will not be able to manufacture ice the coming season. 

When completed this will be one of the largest dressed poultry plants in the South. They are now 

shipping two car loads of dressed stock a week, and as soon as the new plant is finished this will 

be more than doubled. 

 This firm buys everything in the produce line and ships to eastern markets, principally 

Baltimore, where the parent institution is located. The Johnson City branch is in charge of W.E. 

Reese, a local buyer who has been in the business since childhood. He is not only an experienced 

buyer, but he has won the confidence and respect of the community by his correct business 

methods.” Note, it appears that these plans for enlarging their operation were not implemented by 

Stevens Brothers. 

 

 

31 January 1901. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Fires of the Day. Last Thursday the fire fiend was loose in Johnson City. About 3 o’clock 

in the afternoon the department was called to the poultry warehouse of Stevens Bros., but the fire 

was confined to a flue and was easily extinguished. Damage slight, fully insured.” 

 

 

16 July 1903. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Stevens Brothers. Conspicuous among the leading enterprises of Johnson City is the large 

wholesale produce house of Stevens Brothers. This is a branch of the Baltimore house, and was 

established in 1898. Stevens Brothers are large buyers of Chickens, eggs and dried fruits, and draw 

their supplies from all parts of the surrounding country. They purchase only first-class produce 

and the high standard of excellence which they invariably maintain gives them enormous 

patronage from the eastern markets. The building occupied has an area of 50 x 150 feet, and is 

most advantageously located at the corner of spring street and the Narrow Gauge railroad. G.F. 

Hobbs, local manager, is well-known in Johnson City and vicinity and stands high in the public 

esteem. He has been most zealous in his business duties since he assumed charge, and his efforts 

have met with the high success which he deserves.’ 

 

 

20 June 1907. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Through the City. – South & Western Now Building in Corporate Limits. The South & 

Western is now being built through the corporate limits of Johnson City… This road will pass 

through the city on a slightly higher grade than the Narrow Gauge and the latter will be raised to 

correspond with the new grade. 

 This means the tearing away of the foundry and all the buildings facing the right-of-way 

from the big spring on Buffalo street to Roan street.” 

 

 

1 October 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Rapid Railroad Work. – The C.C. & O. Coming Up Town a Hit with Travelers... 

Beginning last Saturday the Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio railroad has been running its trains into 
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the city over the E.T. & W.N.C.R.R. Co.’s tracks and it is a great convenience to the traveling 

public. The trains arrive and depart from the union station on Buffalo street. The C., C. & O. is 

using the little brick building on Cherry and Buffalo streets near the big spring for a ticket office. 

It will be only a short time until the freight depot will be moved up town also. It is understood that 

the building now occupied by Stevens Bros. on Spring street will be used for a temporary depot. 

That there is something doing in railroad circles no one can doubt. As soon as the board of 

aldermen decides to let the company use Cherry street for its main line it will not be long until the 

line will be connected through the city and the buildings between Cherry street and the Narrow 

Gauge road will be torn away to make room for the yard tracks. Already occupants of many 

buildings have been notified to vacate the property for that purpose.” 

 

 

22 October 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Citizens on Spring Street Want Paving – The abutting property owners on Spring street 

between the E.T. & W.N.C. railroad and Locust street have signed an agreement to have it paved, 

or a sufficient number have to create an improvement district and it will probably be done at the 

next meeting of the board of aldermen.” 

 

 

5 November 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Improvement District Number Six Created – At a meeting of the board of mayor and 

aldermen Thursday night improvement district No. 6 was created upon proper petition of the 

abutting property holders for the purpose of paving, putting in curb and gutter, sewer and sidewalk. 

This district extends from the E.T. & W.N.C. R.R. to the north side of Locust street on Spring 

street. A large number of property holders have signed the petition and the work of paving will go 

ahead as fast as the routine matters can be arranged. The citizens of this district are to be 

commended for their enterprise and determination not to be out done by other portions of the city.” 

 

 

19 November 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Poultry Shipments. The poultry train made up at points between Knoxville and Bristol 

will be composed of twenty-four cars of turkeys and two cars of chickens. The latter will be filled 

by Stevens Bros., of this city. The cars taken on at different points will converge at Morristown, 

where the train will be made up. Twenty-six cars of poultry will be the shipment from East 

Tennessee this week.” 

 

 

14 January 1909. Johnson City Comet. 

 “C.C. & O. Building in City. – More Than One Hundred Men are Now Employed – 

Constructing the Line on Jobe Street Through the City and Expect to Operate it this Month. – The 

building of the C., C. & O. main line through the city, adjoining the tracks of the E.T. & W.N. Ry., 

is being rushed to completion... 

More than a hundred men are busy laying crossties and rails, tearing down and moving all 

the old frame buildings on Jobe street, rushing it to completion to be in readiness for the through 

passenger train service which will be put on by the 20 of this month, which will run from Dante, 

Va., to Bostic, N.C. This long demand of and much talked about road is soon to be a reality…” 
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6.2. “Seaver Block,” Southeast Corner of Spring and Jobe Streets, 1890 – 1910 

 

 

30 January 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “G.C. Seaver has commenced his store house on Spring street, near the Narrow Gauge 

road. It will be 25 x 100 feet and two stories.” 

 

 

3 April 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Buildings… The frame of S.C. [apparently should read “G.C.”] Seaver’s store house 

on Spring street is nearly up.” 

 

 

17 April 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Seaver & Summers are not out of business but have removed to the new store room on 

Spring street near the Narrow Gauge road for 60 days. They will be pleased to serve you in their 

line and will continue to carry a full line of builder’s hardware at low prices.” 

 

 

17 April 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Special Notice. We beg to announce to our patrons and friends that for the next sixty days 

we will occupy the new building on Spring St., at the crossing of the E.T. and W.[N.]C. railroad. 

During this period we will sell hardware, builders’ supplies, paints, &c., at reduced figures, in 

order to remunerate our friends for the slight inconvenience of hunting us up. 

 By June 15th we will occupy the new building on Main St., with a stock of hardware that 

will be new and complete in every particular. Respectfully, Seaver & Summers.” Similar in the 

Johnson City Comet of 1 May 1890. 

 

 

24 April 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Started with a Rush. – A List of Factories, Hotels, Business and Dwelling Houses 

Completed and Under Construction Since January 1st, 1890. – Nearly a Million Dollars Already 

Spent in Building… G.C. Seaver, Store house… [$]3,000…” 

 

 

24 April 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “It is economy to use the Mastic Mixed Paints… Garden seeds in bulk by weight or 

measure – Crop of 1889… We keep nothing but pure clover and timothy seed… Fresh seed beans, 

peas, beets, &c. by the pint, quart, or peck. This is the economical way to buy garden seeds and 

they are positively genuine. Seaver & Summers.” 

 

  



275 
 

Table 10. Apparent Occupants of the “Seaver Block,” Southeast Corner of Spring and Jobe Streets, January 1890 to 1910 (?) 

 201 Spring Street 202 Spring Street 203 Spring Street 

January 1890 
Construction begins “25 x 100 feet and 

two stories” 
  

April 1890 “Seaver and Summers” hardware  

November – December 1890   Johnson City Meat Market? 

January 1891 “Paints and Hardw.” 
“Hardw. Oils Varnish &c.” 1st floor 

“Tailor” 2nd floor  

“Vac.” 1st floor 

“Tin Shop” 2nd floor 

January to October 1891   
“Faucette & Mountcastle” 

wholesale 

December 1891 to July 1892   
“Crumley & Pierce” 

manufacturers 2nd floor? 

August 1893 
“Seaver & Summers” becomes “Lyle & 

Summers” 
  

November 1893  Auctioned  

November 1893 to June 

1894 
 

“C.W. Seaver” manufacturer of 

harnesses, etc. 
 

January 1894   “Watauga Water Company” 

March 1894 “Lyle & Summers” moved   

January 1895 Auctioned    

May 1897 “Feed” “Harness” “Water Works Off. & Work Shop” 

October 1897 
“J.S. Galliher & Co.” “Manufacturing 

Tinners” 
  

April 1898 “J.S. Galliher & Co.” move   

January 1900 
C.W. Seaver purchased “store-house on the corner of Spring and Jobe streets, 

more familiarly known as the Seaver & Summers store house.” 
 

April 1900  
“W.C. Snapp and Tate L. Earnest” 

“carriage repository” 
 

March 1902 to March 1903  “Pierce Bros.” tin manufacturers   

March 1903   “Pierce Bros.” moved  

April 1903 
“Harness” shop, which appears to have 

moved to 125 Spring Street in 1908. 
“Feed” “Water Works Off. & Work Shop” 

December 1908 Demolished by this time “Whol. Meat” “Storage” 

1913  Demolished, probably in 1909 Demolished, probably in 1910 
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Figure 117. Johnson City Comet, 24 April 1890. 

 

 
Figure 118. Johnson City Comet, 24 April 1890. 
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15 May 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Harness Manufactory. Seaver & Summers have increased their capacity for 

manufacturing harness and saddlery goods. They have added machinery and are now giving 

constant employment to a large number of hands. They make all kinds of harness from the finest 

outfits to the heaviest wagon harness. Call on them and if they can’t suit you in stock they will 

make it for you while you wait.” 

 

 

27 November 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Fresh meats of all kinds can be had by calling at the Johnson City Meat Market on Spring 

street in Seaver & Summers block… Call at the Johnson City Meat Market and get your steaks, 

roasts and anything else in the meat line. Good weight and polite attention will be given…” 

 

 

4 December 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 “All classes of harness manufactured at wholesale prices. Seaver & Summers.” 

 

 

15 January 1891. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Faucette, Mountcastle & Co. have opened a grain and provision store on Spring street, 

second door above Seaver & Summers’.” 

 

 

29 January 1891. Johnson City Comet. 

 “J.D. Faucette & Co. – We have disposed of our Feed business to the firm of Faucette & 

Mountcastle, on Spring Street (next door to Seaver & Summers) where they will be glad to furnish 

you with everything you want in the Feed Line. We now have more room than ever before and we 

will try and carry a much larger line of goods, especially Groceries…” This item ran until at least 

9 April 1891. 

 

 

29 January 1891. Johnson City Comet. 

 “A New Business. Faucette & Mountcastle. There is a combination that for business, 

enterprise and integrity cannot be ‘worked’ and it has a financial ring about it that is the ‘open 

sesame’ to any market. 

 These gentlemen, J.D. and J.F. Faucette and F.K. Mountcastle, have entered into a 

copartnership under the above style. Their place of business is on Spring street, in the Lyle block, 

and they handle grain, hay and feed, at wholesale and retail. 

 They are also wholesale agents for the Armour Packing Co., Lucent Oil Works, Sweetwater 

Mill Co.’s Flour and Crandall Harris Tobacco Works. They carry a large stock of the above 

companies goods on hand at all times and can fill orders promptly. 

 It is a new firm but not new people and the gentlemen need no introduction to our people. 

Individually they are hustlers, collectively, they are a spike team of racers.” 

 

 

29 January 1891. Johnson City Comet. 

 “We have just opened a Wholesale and Retail Grain, Hay, and Feed Store on Spring Street, 

(next door to Seaver & Summers,) where we will be glad to serve our friends and the public 
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generally when in need of any kind of feed stuff for stock. Our terms on feed are strictly spot cash 

to everybody, and our Prices will always be as Low as the Lowest! To Merchants – We wish to 

say that we are the Wholesale Agents for Armour Packing Co., Lucent Oil Works, Sweetwater 

Mill Co.’s Flour and Crandall – Harris Tobacco Works.  

 We can give you the Very Closest Prices on these goods. Large stock of Flour and oil 

always on hand. 

 Now in stock, 4,000 bushels Corn, 2 car – loads of Meats, Lards and Hames, 2 car – loas 

Flour, 1 car – load Bran, 1 car – load Hat, 1 car – load Oats. Give us a call. Truly, Faucette & 

Mountcastle.” This item ran until at least 9 April 1891. 

 

 
Figure 119. Johnson City Comet, 23 April 1891. 
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Figure 120. Johnson City Comet, 16 April 1891.  

This advertisement ran until at least 21 May 1891. 

 

 

 
Figure 121. Johnson City Comet, 25 June 1891.  

This advertisement ran until at least 21 May 1891. 
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Figure 122. Johnson City Comet, 2 and 9 July 1891.  

 

 

 
Figure 123. Johnson City Comet, 23 July 1891. 

This advertisement ran until at least 20 August 1891. 
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Figure 124. Johnson City Comet, 29 October 1891. 

 

 

 
Figure 125. Johnson City Comet, 10 December 1891. 

This advertisement ran until at least 28 July 1892. 

 

 

17 August 1893. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Having sold our stock of hardware to Lyle & Summers, we are compelled to call on our 

friends for immediate settlement, as we can not pay our indebtedness until we get what is due us. 

The conditions now existing make it necessary for us to enforce collections as far as possible, and 

we hope the people will come forward without delay. Our former customers will receive good 

treatment at the hands of our successors and patronage given them will be appreciated by us. 

Seaver & Summers.” 
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Figure 126. Johnson City Comet, 31 August 1893. 

This advertisement ran until at least 26 July 1894. 

 

 
Figure 127. Johnson City Comet, 16 November 1893. 

Similar advertisements ran until at least 28 June 1894. 



283 
 

19 October 1893. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Notice. – By virtue of the power in me vested by a certain trust deed executed to me as 

trustee, by G.C. Seaver and Joe P. Summers, on the 25th of March, 1893, and recorded in the 

Register’s office at Jonesboro, Tenn… being past due and unpaid, I will, therefore, as authorized 

in said trust deed proceed to sell to the highest bidder for cash in hand, in front of Jobe’s hall, 

Johnson City, Tenn., on the 18th day of November, 1893 between the hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., 

the following described property and premises, to-wit: 

 One store house and lot in the town of Johnson City, Tenn., fronting 24½ feet on Spring 

street, and running back of even width 75 feet to an alley in the rear, – the store house being 70 

feet long, (a frame building with metal roof) and being the second store-room from the Narrow 

guage railroad…” 

 

 

7 December 1893. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Go to Lyle & Summers for hardware, cutlery, paints, oils, leads, building material, belting, 

ammunition, etc… Lyle & Summers sell the Clauss trimmers, shears, scissors, etc. Each pair 

guaranteed…” 

 

 

21 December 1893. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Lyle & Summers have received a new and complete line of building material, such as 

sash, doors, paints, oils, etc. The best and cheapest on the market. Get prices before purchasing.” 

 

 

 
Figure 128. Johnson City Comet, 4 January 1894. 
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18 January 1894. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Notice to Water Consumers. All water rents for the quarter ending March 31, 1894, are 

due and should have been paid by the 15th inst. Consumers are requested to pay their water rent by 

check or at the office of the Watauga Water Company on Spring street (next to Lyle & Summers’ 

store) between 8 and 11 a.m. All consumers who are in arrears with their water rents will oblige 

us, and save themselves trouble, by calling at the office between 8 and 11 a.m.” 

 

 

 
Figure 129. Johnson City Comet, 8 March 1894. 

 

 

19 July 1894. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Notice to Water Consumers. Water consumers who are in arrears with their water rents 

are now liable to have the water cut off without further notice. Frank Evans, Supt.” 

 

 

29 November 1894. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Trustee’s Sale of Valuable Land. Notice is hereby given that by virtue of the power in me 

vested by a Trust Deed executed on June 9th, 1893, by Joe P. Summers and wife, L.B. Summers, 

and G.C. Seaver and wife, M.R. Seaver, I will sell the property conveyed to me by said trust deed 

at public auction, in front of the Watauga Bank at Johnson City, Tennessee, for cash in hand, and 

in bar of equity of redemption, to pay and satisfy the debt secured by said trust deed. 

 The property that will be sold by me on 4th day of January, 1895, as above stated, is 

described as follows: 

 1st. A certain storehouse and lot lying and being on Spring Street, in Johnson City, 

Tennessee, in the 9th civil district of Washington county, Tennessee, just south of the East 

Tennessee & Western N.C. Ry, Co’s right of way, and being lot No. 1 in Seaver’s subdivision, and 

more particularly described as follows; Beginning at a planted stone near the E.T. & Western N.C. 

Railroad, on Spring street; thence in a southerly direction, along Spring street 25 feet to a stake, 

thence parallel with Spring street, 25 feet to a stake, thence a direct line to Spring street, being the 

storehouse formerly occupied as a hardware store by Seaver & Summers. 

 Also certain other tracts or parcels of land…” 

 

 

24 January 1895. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Notice to Water Consumers. Please pay your water rents which are now past due and we 

need the money. Watauga Water Co.” 
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11 July 1895. Johnson City Comet. 

 “All water consumers in arrears with water rent are requested to remit by July 15. W.E. 

Burbage, President.” 

 

 

16 January 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

 “A Crazy Man. On Monday morning, last, about 7 o’clock or half-past, Geo. Coleman, 

harness-maker and saddler, was notified while at work for C.W. Seaver, on corner of Jobe and 

Spring streets, that a crazy man, one belonging to the colored persuasion, was at that time trying 

to install himself as proprietor of George’s home, which is situated at or near the crossing of the 

Three C’s and narrow gauge railroads. George lost no time in responding to the call for his presence 

at home, but it was needless, as his wife, who, in this case of danger, converted herself into a 

heroine by using with alacrity the fire poker. This was brought down with all the power Mrs. 

Coleman could bring to bear upon the unfortunate…” 

 

 

26 March 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Notice to Consumers. The management of the Watauga Water Company has changed 

hands. All water consumers are respectfully requested to pay their water rents at the office of the 

company (or through the mail by check) not later than the 15th day of the first month of the quarter. 

The office (next door to Seaver & Summers’ old store, on Spring street) will be open for transaction 

of business from 9 to 11 a.m. every day, and during the first fifteen days of January, April, July 

and October from 1 to 4 p.m. as well. 

 All water rents are due and payable at the office of the company by the 15th day of the first 

month of each quarter, and failure to pay by that date renders consumers liable to have their water 

cut off, in which event 50 cents will be charged for the labor of turning it on again. C.W. Battie, 

General Manager.” 

 

 

 
Figure 130. Johnson City Comet, 14 January 1897. 
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14 January 1897. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Special Notice. All consumers are hereby notified that the rents due for the current quarter 

must be settled on or before the 15 inst., otherwise the water will be shut off without further notice. 

By order of the Watauga Water Company.” Similar notices appeared in the Johnson City Comet 

on 15 April 1897, 15 July 1897, 14 October 1897, 13 January 1898, and 14 April 1898. 

 

 

14 October 1897. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Attention is called to the advertisement of J.S. Galliher & Co. in this issue. They are 

manufacturing tinners and handle stoves, etc. Their store is on Spring street above the Narrow 

Gauge yard.” 

 

 

 
Figure 131. Johnson City Comet, 14 October 1897. 
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Figure 132. Johnson City Comet, 6 January 1898. 
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28 April 1898. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Moved Down Town. The firm of J.S. Galliher & Co., have moved their stock of stoves 

and tinware to the old Hash property on Main street… This firm is composed of thorough 

mechanics and makes a specialty of roofing and guttering guaranteeing their work in every 

particular. They also handle a complete line of stoves and ranges and will make it to your interest 

to call upon them before you buy a new cooking stove.” 

 

 

25 January 1900. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Will Move to New Quarters. C.W. Seaver has recently purchased the store-house on the 

corner of Spring & Jobe streets, more familiarly known as the Seaver & Summers store house. Mr. 

Seaver is having it repaired and remodeled and will move his saddle and harness manufactory into 

it as soon as it is completed. He owns the building he is now occupying but the corner room is 

better located and more suitable for his business. In passing, it is not out of place to mention that 

Mr. Seaver is one of the city’s most substantial young business men and is a high-toned, Christian 

gentleman. He has been manufacturing harness and saddles in Johnson City for several years, but 

as each year has brought him increased business and he has had the tact and enterprise to not only 

hold every point captured but has pushed aggressively on to conquer new fields. He is a 

progressive, up-to-date young man, thoroughly reliable in all his transactions, and has built up an 

enviable reputation for his goods throughout this section. He has been a success and will continue 

to be. Such qualities cannot fail to succeed.”  

 

 

19 April 1900. Johnson City Comet. 

 “New Business. Messrs. W.C. Snapp and Tate L. Earnest have opened a carriage repository 

in the Seaver building on Spring street. They have received and opened this week a large line of 

buggies, phaetons and surreys, and have the handsomest line of vehicles ever offered for sale in 

this city. They will be glad to have you call and examine their stock, and should you desire a 

vehicle not carried in stock it will be ordered at once.” 

 

 

22 November 1900. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Remember Next Tuesday. November 27th, you can get your dinner (regular Thanksgiving 

dinner) for 25 cents at Bazaar, which will be held in the building next to Seavers’ harness shop, 

on Spring St. by ladies of First Presbyterian church. Come one and all and purchase a cake for 

Thanksgiving and an Xmas present for each of your family from our ‘replete tables.’ We will have 

taffy for you too. In the evening we will serve you oysters anyway you like at reasonable price.” 

 

 

27 March 1902. Johnson City Comet. 

 “W.C. Pierce arrived from Rogersville last Saturday and will locate here. He will be 

associated with his brother, John F., under the firm name of Pierce Bros., who have opened a 

complete tin shop in the Seaver building, on Spring street. See their attachment elsewhere in this 

paper.” 
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Figure 133. Johnson City Comet, 27 March 1902. 

This advertisement ran until at least 29 January 1903. 

 

 

10 April 1902. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Pierce Bros. are now hard at work doing the tin work on several new dwellings.” 

 

 

3 July 1902. Johnson City Comet. 

 “To Water Consumers. Water rents must be paid on or before the 15th instant, or the water 

will be turned off without further notice. Watauga Water Co.” Similar appeared in the Johnson 

City Comet on 2 October 1902, 1 January 1903, 2 April 1903, 2 July 1903, 1 October 1903, 7 

January 1904, 31 March 1904, 30 June 1904, 6 October 1904,  

 

 

12 March 1903. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Pierce Bros. have moved their tin-working establishment to the room in rear of Hankal 

Bros. where they will be glad to serve old and new customers. While they are fully prepared to do 

all kinds of tin and galvanized iron work, they solicit and will give special attention to general job 

and repair work. They have twenty years’ experience and guarantee thorough workmanship.” 

 

 

2 November 1905. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Charles Seaver, of Johnson City, who has been conducting a harness shop here for several 

months, leaves this week for Kingsport, where he has a contract to make up a large quantity of 

harness for contractors on the new South & Western Railway. – Rogersville Herald.” 

 

 

20 June 1907. Johnson City Comet. 

 “Through the City. – South & Western Now Building in Corporate Limits. The South & 

Western is now being built through the corporate limits of Johnson City… This road will pass 

through the city on a slightly higher grade than the Narrow Gauge and the latter will be raised to 

correspond with the new grade. 
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 This means the tearing away of the foundry and all the buildings facing the right-of-way 

from the big spring on Buffalo street to Roan street.” 

 

 

8 October 1908. Johnson City Comet. 

 “To Water Consumers – Water rents for the quarter ending December 31, 1908, are now 

due and payable at the office of the Watauga Water Co. on Spring street. If not paid on or before 

Oct 15 the service will be discontinued without further notice. October 1, 1908. Watauga Water 

Co.” Similar appeared in the Johnson City Comet on 2 July 1908 (George E. Burbage, Secretary), 

7 January 1909, 8 July 1909, 7 October 1909, and 6 January 1910. 
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7. Miller Brothers (and Succeeding Businesses) at the  

Intersection of Cherry and South Roan Streets, Between 1903 and 1908 – 1947 

(Maps and Figures)   

 

Miller Brothers, Southwest Corner of Cherry and Roan Streets,  

After February 1920 – Not Later Than 1947 

Central Tobacco Warehouse, by 1947 

 

Miller Brothers, Southeast Corner of Cherry and Roan Streets,  

Between 1903 and 1908 – Not Later Than 1947 

 

Both of these facilities were served by the dual-gauge trackage on Cherry Street until at least the 

1930s. 
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Map 21. A composite map of the area bounded by Jobe and Ash streets (north to south) and Buffalo and South Roan and Buffalo streets (east to west) 

in February 1920. Note the depiction of the Millers Brothers Company lumber warehouse in the lower right of this map is labeled “From Plans”, 

indicating that it had not been built yet.78 Perhaps of interest, note the “Lee Hotel” on the northwest corner of Spring and West Walnut streets. The Lee 

Hotel was previously in the Harr Building, on the northeast corner of Buffalo and Jobe streets near the E.T. & W.N.C. depot. 
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Map 21A. A detail of the Miller Brothers facilities on the south side of Cherry Street and along South Roan Street 

in February 1920. 
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Map 21B. “Miller Bros Co. Lumber Ware Ho… From Plans”, on the southwest corner of West Cherry and South 

Roan streets, February 1920. See Map 21 for an image of the area around this building.
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Figure 134. “Delivery Trucks, Miller Brothers Lumber and Building Materials”.79 Note the two sets of the dual gauge trackage on West Cherry Street 

in the foreground and that the building on the right (behind the trucks), as well as the trackage closest to the building was not included on the Sanborn 

map of February 1920 (see Map 21). Consequently, this photograph was probably taken after that provided in Figure 135. 
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Figure 135. Miller Brothers Lumber & Building Material.80 Note the two sets of dual-gauge trackage on West Cherry Street. The road on the left (east 

side of the building) is South Roan Street. Also note that the building depicted on the west (right) side of this building, in Figure 134, has not yet been 

built. Consequently, this photograph appears to date to after February 1920, but was taken before that provided in Figure 134. 
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Map 22. This map shows the Miller Brothers Facility on the southeast corner of Cherry and South 

Roan streets in December 1908. Note that this is actually outside the geographic coverage of this 

particular document, but it is included here with the Miller Brothers facility to its west for 

convenience. The office depicted in figures 136A and 137 is near the top left of this image.81 



298 
 

 
Map 23. This map shows the Miller Brothers Facility on the southeast corner of Cherry and South 

Roan streets in July 1913. Note that this is actually outside the geographic coverage of this 

document, but it is included here with the Miller Brothers facility to its west for convenience. The 

office depicted in figures 136A and 137 is near the top left of this image.82 
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Map 21C. This map shows the Miller Brothers Facility on the southeast corner of Cherry and South 

Roan streets in February 1920. Note that this is actually outside the geographic coverage of this 

document, but it is included for convenience. The office depicted in figures 136A and 137 is near 

the top left of this image.83 
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Figure 136. “Johnson City Coal, Ice and Cream Company”. This structure was originally built for the “Clinchfield Ice & Coal” in 1914, on the northeast 

corner of South Roan and East Cherry streets.84 It became the “Johnson City Coal, Ice and Cream Company” in 1916 and was used by this company 

until about 1923. Note the Miller Brothers Lumber Yard office in the right background. Also note the coal trestle on the left and the dual gauge track 

in the foreground, as well as the railroad crossing guard. This photograph appears to date to between 1916 and 1923. 
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Figure 136A. A detail of the front (north) side of the Miller Brothers building on the southeast corner of South 

Roan and East Cherry streets on the right of this photograph. Note that the two-story concrete block building in 

the right background appears to been used for furniture storage (“Furn’e St’ge”), see Map 21C. 
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Figure 137. “Exterior View, Miller Brothers Lumber and Building Materials” looking east across South Roan Street.85 This building was on the 

southeast corner of South Roan and East Cherry streets. This building appears to have been constructed between 1903 and 1908, with this photograph 

taken shortly after the completion of this building, see Map 22.  
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Figure 138. “An aerial view of Johnson City, Tennessee,” 1 March 1947.86 Note the Central Tobacco Warehouse (previously the Miller Brothers 

Company) in the lower right of this photograph. On the north side of the railroad tracks are the Sterchi Brothers warehouse, the Brading – Sells Lumber 

Company building on the northwest corner of Roan and Jobe streets, with Kings Department Store behind and to the right of it, and Brading – 

Marshall/Marshall Brothers Lumber Company building (with the curved clerestory roof on the right side of this photograph). The author has not been 

able to identify the buildings to the west and northwest of the Central Tobacco Warehouse to Spring and Jobe streets. Note that the Miller Brothers 

facility on the southeast corner of South Roan and Cherry streets has been removed and another, identified structure has been built in its place. 
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Figure 138A. A detail of the Central Tobacco Warehouse (previously the Miller Brothers Company), taken 1 March 1947.87 Note that the land occupied 

by the Miller Brothers facility on the southeast corner of Cherry and Roan streets (see Map 21A, as well as figures 136A and 137), is occupied by a 

much larger structure at this time. 
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Figure 139. “The Central Tobacco Warehouse can be seen in the middle of the photo. (Courtesy of Doug Thompson.)”88 This view looks west, across 

South Roan Street, with the rear of the building along Ashe Street on the left of the photograph. This building was previously occupied by the Miller 

Brothers Company. The tall building in the left background is that of the Summers Hardware Company. The author has not been able to identify the 

building to the immediate left of the Central Tobacco Warehouse, nor the building on the right, which appears to occupy the same lot as that previously 

occupied by the Miller Brothers facility on the southeast corner of South Roan and East Cherry streets, see figures 136A and 137. The Central Tobacco 

Warehouse had occupied the Miller Brothers building on the southwest corner of Cherry and Roan by 1947, see Figure 138A.  
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7.1. Miller Brothers, Southeast Corner of Cherry and Roan Streets,  

Between 1903 and 1908 to 1920s (but not later than 1947) 

 

This facility was served by the dual-gauge trackage on Cherry Street until at least the 1930s. 

 

 

 
Figure 140. Johnson City Comet, 10 September 1914.  

This advertisement ran until at least 29 October 1914. 
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Table 11. “Directory of Industries Inspected, with No. Employes… Washington County – Johnson City”, for the Year Ending 31 

December 1920.89 

Style of Firm Business 

No. Employes 

Over 16 Under 16 

Male Female Male Female 

Miller Bros. Co. Lumber and Building Material 20 1   

 

 

Table 12. “Directory of Industries Inspected, with No. Employes… Washington County – Johnson City”, for the Year Ending 31 

December 1922.90 

Style of Firm Business 

No. Employes 

Over 16 Under 16 

Male Female Male Female 

Miller Brothers Lumber Dealers 12 1   

 

 

Table 13. “Directory of Industries Inspected with Number of Employes… Washington County – Johnson City”, for the Year Ending 31 

December 1925.91 Note, later reports included significantly more employees, indicating that the plant west of downtown and previously 

occupied by the Clinchfield Products Corporation and the Rollin Chemical Corporation, had been acquired by the Miller Brothers and 

been re-equipped and placed in operation. This new Miller Brothers plant was addressed in “A Draft Documentary History of Industries 

along the Railroads through Johnson City, Part 1…” 

Style of Firm Business 

No. Employes 

Over 16 Under 16 

Male Female Male Female 

Miller Bros., Inc. Lumber 14 1   
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Appendix 

Map Legends 

 

 

 
Figure 141. Map Legend for January 1891.92 
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Figure 142. Map Legend for May 1897.93 



310 
 

 
Figure 143. Map Legend for April 1903.94 
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Figure 144. Map Legend for December 1908.95 
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Figure 145. Map Legend for July 1913.96 
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Figure 146. Map Legend for February 1920.97
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