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A Draft Documentary History of 

Businesses Along the E.T. & V./E.T.V. & G./Southern Railway in Downtown Johnson City, 

 

Part 3: 

ñThe East Fountain Square Blockò 

 

By William C. Schneck, Jr. (As of 24 July 2025) 

 

 

 
The East Fountain Square Block: 

 

From 1901 to the 1940s, this block included (from left to right) the Hart Building, the Crouch 

Building, and the Crandall Building/Unaka National Bank Building. 
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1. Introduction 

 

This is a draft documentary history of the businesses along the E.T. & V./E.T.V. & 

G./Southern Railway mainline through downtown Johnson City. The amount of information 

available on trackside businesses in downtown has caused the author to place the bulk of this 

material in a separate series of documents. At present, I am planning to produce a total of five 

documentary histories on this subject. When Part 7 of ñA Draft Documentary History of Trackside 

Industries in Johnson Cityò is posted, it will include most, if not all, of the maps, tables, and images 

incorporated into this new series, but little or nothing of the text and advertisements. 

 

 The buildings of the East Fountain Square Block are among the most photographed 

buildings in Johnson City. Note that the term ñEast Fountain Square Blockò has been adopted by 

the author to denote the buildings between East Main and East Market streets, which face Fountain 

Square. The term ñEast fountain Square Blockò has no historical pedigree but has been adopted in 

the interest of convenience. The addresses commonly used in this documentary history are based 

on those listed on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company map for this area in February 1920. Over 

time, this area has been referred to as ñPublic Square,ò ñMarket Square,ò ñFountain Square,ò and 

ñRailroad Square.ò 

 

 In the interest of reducing the size of this document, the author has chosen to forego the 

usual ñMap Legends and Abbreviationsò appendix. Anyone one who wishes to access this sort of 

information is referred to any of the preceding documents in this series, all of which contain this 

information. 

 

For the present document, I have attempted to collect relevant documents and place them 

in roughly chronological order for each geographic location. Maps and figures of the exterior of 

the buildings for each location are generally grouped together and presented first, while figures of 

the interior and advertisements are generally integrated with the text and are presented second.  

 

Regrettably, I have failed to find much information on some of these businesses. Perhaps 

more can be accomplished on this portion of the subject. I invite other members of the Historical 

Society to add any missing material to this document and discuss/correct any deficient 

interpretations of the information at hand (particularly the dating and interpretation of the 

photographs). For those who wish to research the documents and photographs further, I have 

provided links, when available, to expedite such attempts. I wish to thank Chris Ford for his 

assistance and encouragement to bring this document into a presentable state. 
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1.1. Maps of Downtown Johnson City, 1891 ï 1927 
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Map 1. Downtown Johnson City, January 1891. Note that the ñEast Fountain Square Blockò is near the center of this image, along the east side of 

ñMarket Square.ò1
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Map 2. Downtown Johnson City, May 1897.2 
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Map 3.  Downtown Johnson City, April 1903.3 
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Map 4. Downtown Johnson City, December 1908.4 
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Map 5. Downtown Johnson City, July 1913.5 
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Map 6. Downtown Johnson City, February 1920.6 
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Map 7. Downtown Johnson City, 1927.7 
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1.2. Maps of the East Fountain Square Block, 1891 ï 1927 

 

 

 
Map 1A. The East Fountain Square Block in January 1891. From left to right, facing ñMarket Square,ò are the Hart Building (3-story brick, occupied 

by ñD.G. B & Sdò and ñPrinting 3dò, perhaps the Johnson City Comet), the Crouch Block (wood-framed buildings, occupied by ñFruit,ò ñLunch,ò 

ñFruit,ò ñGro.ò and ñD.G.ò, and the Crandall Building (3-story brick, occupied by ñFirst Nat. Bank,ò ñOffôs 2dò and ñMasonic Hall 3d.ò).   
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Map 2A. The East Fountain Square Block in May 1897. Note that the Hart Building (on the left), rebuilt entirely in brick in 1893, has a single store on 

the first floor (ñD.G. B. & S.ò, occupied by the New York Racket Store, 1893 ï 1898) and offices on the second and third floors.   
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Map 3A. The East Fountain Square Block in April 1903. Note the Hart Building (on the left), rebuilt as a two-story brick building in 1898, has expanded 

10 feet to the right and was divided into three separate stores. Also note that the Crouch Building, rebuilt in brick in 1901, has a single store on the first 

floor (ñD.G. B. & S. & Clo.ò, occupied by Brunerôs Department Store, 1901 ï 1903). 
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Map 4A. The East Fountain Square Block in December 1908.  Note that the Crouch Building (117, 119, and 121 East Fountain Square) was divided 

into three separate stores in 1903. 
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Map 5A. The East Fountain Square Block in July 1913.  
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Map 6A. The East Fountain Square Block in February 1920. Note the Crouch Building (117, 119, and 121 East Fountain Square) is occupied by the 

Busy Bee Café and that 119 and 121 East Fountain Square have been combined into a single unit, with their kitchen (117 East Fountain Square) 

separated from the rest by a partition. Also note that the Crandall Building (123 East Fountain Square) is depicted with a bay window on the second 

and third floors.  
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Map 7A. The East Fountain Square Block in 1927. Note that in the Hart Building (111, 113, and 115 East Fountain Square), 111 and 113 East Fountain 

Square have been combined into a single, unoccupied, unit. Also note that the Crouch Building (117, 119, and 121 East Fountain Square) is once again 

divided into three separate stores and that the Crandall Building (123 East Fountain Square, on the right) is no longer occupied by a bank, but rather 

by a drug store (either the Savoy Drug Company, or possibly the Colonial Drug Company, which occupied the Crandall Building in December 1927). 
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2. ñEast Fountain Square,ò by 1881 ï 1888  

 

2.1. Buildings on the Northeast Corner of East Main Street and East Fountain Square,  

1884 ï 1888   

(The site of the Crandall Building from 1888, which would be occupied by the First National 

Bank of Johnson City and later by the Unaka National Bank) 

 

 

2.1.1. Peter G. Range Building, here by 1884 ï 1885 

 (Regrettably, the author did not find any images of this structure)  

 

First Floor 

Post Office, here 1883 ï 1885  

George W. Hickeyôs Grocery Store, by 1883 (perhaps earlier) ï 1885  

A.P. Hartôs Meat Market, by 1885 

Harr Brothersô Grocery Store, by 1884 

James W. Crumleyôs Grocery Store, by 1885 

Nat Hyderôs Shoe Store, here by 1884 ï 1885  

 

Second Floor 

Doctor George H. Berry, Dentist, 1884 

J.C. Harris, Watchmaker and Jeweler, 1884 ï 1885 

 

Note: This building was destroyed by fire on 9 March 1885. 

 

 

11 October 1883. Jonesborough Herald and Tribune. 

 ñThe postoffice was removed last Wednesday to the new building just finished for it on the 

Square, next door to G.W. Hickeyôs family grocery store.ò8 

 

 

15 March 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñStrange that Nat Hyder will make beautiful shoes to put on the exquisite feet of the lovely 

maidens and is yet too cowardly to marry a pair of exquisite feet to put into his beautiful shoes. 

See ad.ò  
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Figure 3. Johnson City Comet, 15 March 1884.9 

This advertisement ran until at least 2 May 1885. 

 

 

21 June 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñPublic Works. While Johnson City can now boast of much enterprise in all kinds of 

improvements on private property, her public spirited men should begin to plan for the public 

works that will be so much in need at an early day. 

 The time has come that the post-office should be in a much larger building with a broad 

platform in front, instead of the little one plank sled-runner think of the present oneéò 

 

 

 
Figure 1. Johnson City Comet, 23 August 1884. 

This advertisement ran until at least 13 December 1884.  

 

Note: Previous to 23 August 1884, Doctor Berryôs office was located ñover the Store of Dr. Hash 

& Son, Church Street.ò 
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20 December 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñJ.C. Harris, of Va., has located in Johnson City, as a Watchmaker and Jeweler. He 

occupies the room over the Postoffice, and is preparing to repair Watches, Clocks, Sewing 

Machines, etc. He comes to our city very highly recommended, and we bespeak for him a liberal 

patronage.ò Apparently, J.C. Harris occupied the office previously occupied by Doctor George H. 

Berry. 

 

 

 
Figure 2. Johnson City Comet, 20 December 1884.10  

This advertisement ran until at least 14 March 1885. 

 

 

7 March 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe front of Jim Crumleyôs store is much improved in appearance.ò 

 

 

14 March 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe Fire. Monday morning [9 March 1885], a little after 6 oôclock, a fire broke out in the 

Post-office building. It was supposed to have started from a hot stove pipe. Hundreds of men did 

all in their power to extinguish the flames, but without success. The entire building was burnt 

down. There were five rooms on the first floor. George Hickey kept the Post-office in one and a 

grocery store in another. A.P. Hart kept beef in one room and Jim Crumley kept a grocery store in 

the adjoining room. Nat Hyders shoe shop was in the east room. An upstairs room was occupied 

by J.C. Harris, Jeweler. All property in the building was carried out. The house was owned by 

Peter Range. The loss is estimated at $15000. There was no insuranceé 

 Mr. Range returns many thanks to the men who worked so faithfully last Monday to save 

his house from the flamesé 

 Fires may come and houses may go, but Johnson City keeps moving on. We learn that Mr. 

Range intends to erect a handsome brick building on the ground covered with the ashes of his 

house recently burnt.ò  
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Note: The author did not locate any more information on the enterprises run by George Hickey, or 

A.P. Hart at this location.11 Apparently James F. Crumley had moved his grocery store into this 

building at some time in 1884 or 1885, see Section 2.3.2. for further information. 

 

 

2.1.2. Peter G. Range Buildings, 1885 ï 1888  

Northeast Corner of East Main Street and East Fountain Square 

(The future site of the First National Bank of Johnson City and the Unaka National Bank) 

(Regrettably, the author did not find any images of this structure)  

 

Charles K. Lideôs Hardware Store, 1886 

John C. Campbellôs Dry Goods Store, here by 1887 ï 1888  

 

Note: Demolition of this building began by 26 April 1888. 

 

 

20 June 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñP.G. Range has closed a contract with Mr. John Sanders for the erection of a splendid 

business house on the site of the old post office building, recently burned. The building will be of 

brick and will be 40 feet wide and 75 feet long and two stories high. Mr. Sanders has already gone 

to work and the excavation for the foundation is about complete.ò  

 

 

6 August 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñWork was commenced on the Range block last Monday. This block when completed will 

be one of the handsomest in the city.ò 

 

 

10 September 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe brick work on the Range block is nearly completed. The wood work under the 

supervision of C.G. Mitchell, is progressing rapidly. The block will be finished and when 

completed will be an ornament to our city.ò12 

 

 

28 January 1886. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñMr. C. [Charles] K. Lide will occupy two rooms in the new Range building.ò 

 

Note: It appears that this enterprise did not actually move into the ñnew Range building,ò see 

Section 2.3.4.  

 

 

10 February 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñMr. J.E. Crandall purchasedé the P.G. Range property on corner of Church street and 

Public Square this week.ò 

 

Note: Church Street appears to be another name for Main Street. 
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Figure 4. Johnson City Comet, 7 April 1887.13 

This and similar advertisements ran until at least 21 April 1887. 

 

Note: Regrettably, the author did not find any information on when this enterprise began operation 

at this location. 

 

 

 
Figure 5. Johnson City Comet, 26 May 1887. 

This and similar advertisements ran until at least 7 July 1887. 
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Figure 6. Johnson City Comet, 14 July 1887. 

This and similar advertisements ran until at least 3 November 1887. 

 

 

 
Figure 7. Johnson City Comet, 17 November 1887. 

This and similar advertisements ran until at least 1 December 1887. 
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5 January 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñNew Firm. Campbell, Martin & Crockett is the style of the new firm that has opened a 

stock of general merchandise in the old Faw building, on Market street. These names are familiar 

in business circles and the gentlemen are too well known in this community to need comment. 

This firm succeeds J.C. Campbell.ò 

 

 

26 April 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñMr. J.E. Crandall has begun to tear down the old Range building and will erect a handsome 

bank building in its stead.ò 

 

 

Note: For information on subsequent enterprises at this location see Section 3.1. 

 

 

2.2. Henry Crouchôs Block, 1884 ï 1888  

 

A.P. Hartôs Meat Market, here 1885 ï 1887 

Bell & Crowell, News Stand, 1887  

 

 

4 October 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñNew Store House. Mr. Henry Crouch will erect between Hunt & Lideôs ware house 

[apparently on Main Street] and [H.C.?] Earnestôs store house, a two story house 30 x 66. The 

building will be rented as a store house.ò  

 

Note: This appears to be a reference to the building that was occupied by Rhea, Wood & 

Company/Wood & Company from 1889 to at least 1891, as this was the only two-story building 

in the Crouch Block during the period 1891 ï 1897. 

 

Note: The author found insufficient information for determining the exact location of the 

enterprises presented in this section. 
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2.2.1. A.P. Hartôs Meat Market, here 1885 ï 1887 

 

 

 
Figure 8. Johnson City Comet, 13 June 1885. 

This advertisement ran until at least 10 March 1887.  

 

Note: This enterprise moved to the Crouch Block after a fire on 9 March 1885 destroyed the Range 

Building in which it was situated, see Section 2.1.1. (above). 
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20 June 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñAttention is directed to the advertisement of Mr. A.P. Hartôs meat market. He furnishes 

nice, fresh beef and mutton on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, and at reasonable rates. Give 

him a trial.ò 

 

 

18 November 1886. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñMr. A.P. Hart has moved his meat market to the stand recently occupied by Messrs. Elsom 

& Coxò ñeast room in the Hart Block,ò which was on Market Street.14 However, note that the 

advertisement in Figure 8, which included ñA.P. Hartôs, on Public Square, in Crouch Buildingò, 

ran until 10 March 1887. Perhaps A.P. Hart operated from two different locations for a time.  

 

 

2.2.2. Bell & Crowell, News Stand, 1887  

 

8 September 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñJohn Crowell has opened a news stand in the Crouch block on public Square.ò 

 

 

29 September 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñCall on Bell & Crowell for the latest novelé Call at Bell & Crowell for any newspaper 

or magazine.ò 

 

 

6 October 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñCirculating Library. Messrs. Bell & Crowell have stablished a circulating library and for 

one dollar paid in advance, each month, you can get the use of any novel in their store. They will 

have a new stock of popular novels next week.ò 

 

 

15 December 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñJohn Crowell will receive a large lot of late novels of all classes this week. He keeps 

constantly on hand a large lot of late magazines and newspapers. Call on him when you want 

reading matter.ò 

 

 

5 April 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñBe sure and go to John Crowellôs for Oranges, Bananas, etc. The most popular Magazines 

and Novels always on hand at Piedmont House.ò 
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2.3. Henry C. Hartôs Block, by 1881 ï 1888  

 

Harr Brothers (Dry Goods), here by 1881? to perhaps 1884  

J.D. Spitser/Spitzer & Company, Stoves and Tinware, 1885 

C.K. Lide & Company, Hardware Store, 1886? ï 1887 

McFerrin & Company, ñCentral Drug Store,ò 1887 ï 1888 

 

 

Enterprises Located on the Second Floor of the Hart Block. 

 

Johnson City Comet, 1884 to at least 1891 (printing operation, 1891) 

Dr. S.H. Toy, 1887 ï 1888  

 

 

2.3.1. Harr Brothers/William Harr, Dry Goods, here by 1881? ï 1884  

 

18 August 1881. Jonesborough Herald and Tribune. 

 ñWm. Harris (colored) of Johnson City, was detected last Monday night stealing brcon 

[bacon?] from Harr Bros., of that place. He was promptly arrested, and brought to this place last 

Tuesday, and lodged in jail.ò 

 

 

25 October 1883. Jonesborough Herald and Tribune. 

 ñWe understand that H Hart has purchased of A.B. Bowman, the large three story brick 

business house now occupied by Harr Bros., for which he paid $2500.ò 

 

 

 
Figure 9. Johnson City Comet, 15 March 1884. 

This advertisement ran until at least 3 May 1884.  
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Figure 10. Johnson City Comet, 22 March 1884. 

Similar advertisements ran until at least 21 June 1884. 
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5 April 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñHenry C. Hart will soon commence building his new [wood-framed] business house 

[facing Market Street].ò 

 

 

12 April 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñOur energetic friend Henry C. Hart is now building a large framed store house [facing 

Market Street] in addition to his large brick. We are proud of Henry as a business man, he has push 

and pluck.ò 

 

Note: These wooden buildings faced Market Street and will not be further addressed in this 

document.  

 

Note: ñJohn M. Johnson, formerly a resident of Johnson City, died at the home of his sisters-in-

law, the Misses Alexander, at Asheville, N.C., on the morning of the 14th inst. [April 1900], aged 

about 60 years. He was the last of the family of the late Henry Johnson, the founder of Johnson 

City, and for whom our city was namedé John M. did a large business as a merchant in Johnson 

City for years. He built the first large storehouse on the site where the Hart building now [1900] 

standséò15 

 

 

31 May 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñDissolution. The copartnership which existed between us has been by mutual consent, this 

day dissolved. Will Harr continuing the merchantile business, E.H. Harr the livery business. 

 All parties indebted to Harr Bros., must call at once and settle up their accounts, as it is 

very necessary the old business be closed up. 

 Thanking the people for their patronage, we are truly, Will Harr. E.H. Harr. Johnson City, 

May 22, 1884.ò 

 

 

21 June 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñMr. Will Harr, successor to the old reliable firm of Harr Bros., has removed his large stock 

of dry goods and notions to the Jobe block on the corner of Church and Spring streets. He has the 

largest and handsomest store room in the city, and has it filled with a choice and select stock of 

goods which he is selling cheap. Will Harr is too well and favorably known in Johnson City and 

surrounding country to need any comment from us. He is a live, energetic young man, with 

extraordinary business qualifications. His motto ófair-dealing, the best goods for the least money,ô 

has established for him a trade second to none in this place.ò16 

 

 

2.3.2. James F. Crumley, Grocery Store, here 1884 to perhaps 1885  

 

21 June 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñJ.F. Crumley has removed his stock of groceries to Harr Broôs, old stand. Jim is a wide 

awake young man, and has established a good trade.ò17 
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Figure 11. Johnson City Comet, 4 October 1884. 

This advertisement ran until at least 11 October 1884. 

 

 

25 October 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñFresh cocoanuts, at J.F. Crumleyôsé Darbyôs fine candiesé 1 doz. Boxes matches for 

10cé Pure apple vinegaré Best stick candy 15c per lbé Coal oil 150 test 25c per galé J.F. 

Crumley has the nicest line of fresh candies in town.ò 

 

 

15 November 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñJ.F. Crumley will pay cash for quailsé J.F. Crumley wants a car load of rabbits.ò 

 

Note: Apparently James F. Crumley had moved his grocery store out of this building and into the 

Range Building (future site of the First National/Unaka Bank) at sometime before 31 January 1885. 

See Section 2.1.1. for further information. 
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2.3.3. J.D. Spitser/Spitzer & Company, Stoves and Tinware, 1885 

 

31 January 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñMessrs Spitzer and Faris will open a stove and tin house in Hartôs building next week.ò  

 

 

21 February 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñJ.D. Spitser & Co., keeps a full line of Stoves and Tinwareé Big reduction in the prices 

on stoves and tinware in Johnson City. Call at Spitser & Co., in Harts building.ò Similar 

advertisements ran until at least 20 June 1885. 

 

 

20 June 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñBrass kettles, at J.D. Spitzer & Co.ôsé J.D. Spitzer & Co. invite ladies, especially this 

week, to call and see their bird cages and hanging basketsé Fruit cans and sealing waxé J.D. 

Spitzer & Co. does the boss roofing and guttering of the towné Hanging baskets for vines and 

flowersé Tea pots and tea traysé J.D. Spitzer & Co. sell the celebrated Farmer Girl cook 

stoveéò 

 

 

20 August 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe building on Church street, to be occupied by J.D. Spitzer & Co., is nearing 

completion.ò  

 

Note: The author has not located a detailed description of the route followed by Church Street. It 

does not appear on the Sanborn Insurance Company map of this area for 1891. Additionally, this 

is the last mention of Spitzer/Spitser & Company found by the author. 

 

 

2.3.4. Lide & Smith, Hardware Store, 1885 

 

Note: The author did not find any information on when this enterprise moved into the Hart 

Building. The first firm evidence that appears to place this enterprise at this location dates to 1 

October 1885.18 

 

 

27 August 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThurberôs mixed bird seed at Lide & Smithôsé Coffee 12İ Sugar 7 centsé Smoke the 

óSolidô the best five cent cigar in the marketé A full supply of Oliver Chilled Plows & repairs 

always on handsé  

 Pure White Lead, Best old Process Linseed Oil, Ready Mixed Paint, Roofing Paint, Putty, 

Window Glass, Sash, Doors, Blinds, or any thing in the Builderôs Hardware line always on 

handséò Similar items ran until at least 22 October 1885. 
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Figure 12. Johnson City Comet, 27 August 1885. 

 

 

24 September 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñRemember. That we still sell 14 lbs of sugar for one dollar. That we have the best axe for 

the least money on the market. That we always have on hand a complete stock of Oliver Chilled 

Plow and Repairs. That we have the largest stock of window glass between Knoxville and Bristol. 

That we sell nothing but the best white lard and linseed oil and that we sell it at rock bottom prices. 

That we make a specialty of sash doors and blinds. That we carry a large and complete line of door 

locks, hinges and all kinds of builders hardware. 

 In short that when you need any thing in the hardware and grocery line it will pay you to 

come and see us before buying elsewhere. Lide & Smith.ò 
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1 October 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñDr. Geo. H. Berry and Dr. E.E. Miller, dentists, have entered into a partnership. They can 

be found at all hours in their office in Truslow Block, opposite Lide & Smith.ò Apparently, the 

Truslow Block was located on Market Street, near the E.T.V. & G. Railroad. 

 

 

2.3.5. C.K. Lide & Company, Hardware Store, 1885 ï 1887 

 

15 October 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñMessrs. Lide & Smith have dissolved partnership. The business will be continued by C.K. 

Lide, whose advertisement appears in this issue. Mr. Lideôs business qualifications are too well 

known to need comment. He is full of business and enterprise and is doing much toward building 

up Johnson City. His place of business will be headquarters for hardware and groceries, and if you 

donôt believe it, you have only to call and see.ò 

 

 

15 October 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñDissolution Notice. The firm of Lide & Smith is this day dissolved by mutual consent. 

C.K. Lide having purchased the interest of W.P. Smith, he will pay and collect all accounts. C.K. 

Lide, W.P. Smith. Johnson City, Tenn., Oct. 13, 1885.ò 

 

 

 
Figure 13. Johnson City Comet, 15 October 1885. 

This advertisement ran until at least 21 October 1886. 
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15 October 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñCall at C.K. Lideôs for hardwareé Best Golden Santos Coffeeé Watauga Valley axesé 

Cross cut sawsé Sugar, 14 lbs for $1é Best brands of chewing tobaccoé Come up and pay what 

you owe and save costsé Biggest stock of hardwareéò Similar items ran until at least 9 December 

1886. 

 

 

17 December 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñW.R. Lewis & Son have moved their grocery store to the corner room in the Worley block 

[on the southwest corner of Market Street and the E.T.V. & G. Railroad], nearly opposite C.K. 

Lideôséò 

 

 

On 28 January 1886, the Johnson City Comet included: ñMr. C.K. Lide will occupy two rooms in 

the new Range Building.ò Note, this does not appear to have been done. 

 

 

27 May 1886. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñC.K. Lide, one of our most enterprising merchants, is doing a large wholesale business 

both in hardware and groceries. His shipments up the Narrow Gauge last week amounted to over 

$500.00.ò 

 

 

26 August 1886. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñWagons! Wagons!! At C.K. Lideé Blasting Powder, Steel and fuse at C.K. Lideôs.ò 

 

 

16 September 1886. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñC.K. Lide has sold 15 of the celebrated Webster Wagons since the first of the year.ò 

 

 

11 November 1886. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñGuns. Breech and muzzle loaders. C.K. Lideò 
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Figure 14. Johnson City Comet, 17 February 1887.19 

This advertisement ran until at least 31 March 1887. 
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28 February 1887. ñAn Act to amend an act entitled óAn Act to incorporate the town of Johnson 

City, in the County of Washington, provide for an election of officers, prescribe their duties, and 

for other purposes,ô passed February 26th, 1885, and approved March 3d, 1885.ò 

ñSec. 10. Be it further enacted, That the corporate limits of said town of Johnson City shall 

be as follows: Beginning at the northwest corner of the Hart brick store building, near the East 

Tennessee, Virginia & Georgia Railroad, and now occupied by C.[Charlie] K. Lide as a hardware 

store, and running three-fourths of a mile in every direction, and forming a circle three-fourths of 

a mile from said point to all points on said circleéò20 

 

 

3 March 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñC.K. Lide, the popular hardware merchant, of Johnson City, seems always busy, along 

with his clerks, when you step into his store. One seldom sees a more energetic and enterprising 

business man than Mr. Lide. ï Mountaineer.ò 

 

 

14 July 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñIn another column will be found a notice of a change in the firm of C.K. Lide. W.B. 

Whiteside has been admitted to the firm which will hereafter be known as C.K. Lide & Co. They 

will continue the business at the old stand until the Jobe building is completed when they will 

move into it and greatly increase their stock of goods. These gentlemen are both good business 

men and we trust they will meet with the success they so well deserve.ò 

 

 

14 July 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñNotice. The firm of C.K. Lide has this day, July 1st, been changed by admitting W.B. 

Whiteside as a partner. The business will be continued under the firm name C.K. Lide & Co. We 

solicit a continuance of the liberal patronage we have heretofore received from our friends. C.K. 

Lide & Co.ò 

 

 

22 September 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñBuy hardware of C.K. Lide & Coé Sash, Doors and Blindsé Axes!... Nails!! Old 

diamond Steel nailsé Pure Paints and oilsé Burglar Lockséò 

 

 

29 September 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñC.K. Lide & Co., moved their stock of hardware into the new Jobe Block this week. They 

have now the largest and handsomest store room in the city, and propose to carry the largest line 

of hardware and cutlery between Lynchburg and Knoxville. These gentlemen are enjoying a large 

wholesale trade.ò 

 

 

2.3.6. McFerrin & Company, ñCentral Drug Store,ò 1887 ï 1888 

 

6 October 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

ñDr. J.M. McFerrin, of Coal Creek, Tenn., has opened a drug store in the Hart building, 

lately occupied by C.K. Lide & Co. The Doctor is not only an experienced druggist but is a 

practicing physician of ability and is a gentleman worthy in all respects of the patronage and 
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confidence of the citizens of Johnson City. He is now just receiving his stock of goods but proposes 

to carry the most complete line of drugs in East Tennessee and will make a specialty of 

compounding prescriptions.ò 

 

 

24 November 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñóThere is a light in the window for youô All Night at Central Drug Store where 

prescriptions are carefully compounded at all hours. McFerrin & Co., Druggists.ò 

 

 

8 December 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñDr. S.H. Toy has fitted up the room in the rear of McFerrin & Co.ôs store as an office, and 

can always be found there during office hoursé 

McFerrin & Co. have very appropriately styled their store the óCentral Drug Storeô as the 

center of the corporation is established at the corner of the storeé 

The people of Johnson City think for themselves and act wisely be sending their 

prescriptions and orders for medicines to McFerrin & Co., Druggists, corner Main and Depot St.ò 

 

 

5 January 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñHandsome line of holiday goods for everyone at McFerrin & Co. Come and see.ò 

 

 

19 January 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñWonderful Cures. W.D. Hoyt & Co., Wholesale and Retail Druggists of Rome Ga., say: 

We have been selling Dr. Kingôs New Discovery, Electric Bitters and Bucklenôs Arnica Salve for 

four years. Have never handled remedies that sell as well, or give such universal satisfaction. There 

have, been some wonderful cures effected by these medicines in this city. Several cases of 

pronounced Consumption have been entirely cured by use of a few bottles of Dr. Kingôs New 

Discovery, taken in connection with Electric Bitters. We guarantee them always. Sold by the J.B. 

McFerrinôs Drug Store.ò This and similar testimonial advertisements ran until 9 August 1888. 

 

 

2.3.7. Enterprises Apparently Located on the Second Floor of the Hart Block, 1884 ï 1888  

 

30 August 1884. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe junior editor of The Comet moved this week into a room in Hartôs buildingéò  

 

Note that the Johnson City Comet appears to have had its printing operation on the second floor 

of the Hart brick building by 1891, see Map 1A. 

 

 

14 March 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñOur readers at Johnson City who want to settle their subscriptions will find us at the Comet 

office in Hartôs building any day in the week.ò 

 

8 December 1887. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñDr. S.H. Toy has fitted up the room in the rear of McFerrin & Co.ôs store as an office, and 

can always be found there during office hourséò 
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3. ñThe East Fountain Square Block,ò 1888 ï 1899  

 

Note: The author organized a new section because the Crandall Building was constructed in 1888.  
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Map 1A (reproduced here for convenience). The East Fountain Square Block in January 1891. 

 



46 
 

 
Map 2A (reproduced here for convenience). The East Fountain Square Block in May 1897. Note that the Hart Building (on the left), rebuilt entirely in 

brick in 1893, has a single store on the first floor (ñD.G. B. & S.ò, occupied by the New York Racket Store, 1893 ï 1898).  
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Figure 15. A photograph of the Crandall Building (here 1888 to present) and the Jobe Block (1884 to present, with much modification). Note one of 

the wooden buildings of the Crouch Block on the left (here 1884? ï 1897). Consequently, the author can only date this photograph to 1888 to 1897. 

Note the E.T.V. & G./Southern Railway mainline track in the foreground.21 Also note that the bank building appears to be a different color. 



48 
 

 
Figure 16. Note the ñRhea, Wood & Co.ò awning (to the left of the Crandall Building, occupied by the First National Bank). Rhea, wood & Company 

only operated between 1889 and 1891. Shipway & Johnson, real estate agents, occupied the building with the awning to the left of Rhea, Wood & 

Company. It appears that Shipway & Johnson only operated in 1890. Note the building under construction, immediately behind (east) of the bank. On 

8 May 1890, the Johnson City Comet included: ñJ.F. Crumley and G.C. Harris are preparing to build a store house on Main Street adjoining the National 

Bank 23 x 160 feetéò Consequently, this photograph appears to date to 1890.22 The three-story brick building on the left of this photograph belonged 

to H.C. Hart. The building in front of it was occupied, in part, by R.D. Grigg, Jr., who operated a drug store.  
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Figure 17. ñMain Street Johnson City Tenn 1890,ò23 From the left edge of this image, the first store should be occupied by Rhea, Wood & Company. 

The three-story Crandall Building was occupied by the First National Bank in 1890. In the Jobe Block, from left to right, should be Hurst & Penland 

(110 East Main Street, 1888 ï 1891), Gumps (108 East Main Street, 1888 ï 1901), C.K. Lide Hardware (104 and 106 East Main Street, 1887 ï 1894), 

unidentified (102 East Main Street, 1889 ï 1894?), and McFarlandôs drug store (100 East Main Street, 1888 to at least 1893). The sign with ñG.W.ò on 

it, on the right edge of this image, probably belongs to the G.W. Hickey Grocery store, which was at 101 Buffalo Street from at least 1888 to 1891. 
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Figure 18. ñRhea & Woods Co.ò (first awning from the right) only operated from 1889 to 1891. ñShipway & Johnsonò (second awning from the right) 

appears to have only operated in 1890. Note the barber pole between Rhea & Wood and Shipway & Johnson. ñR.D. Grigg, Jr.ò operated at drugstore 

in the second store from the left, while W.M. Patton operated a bakery out of the right side of the same building (1888 ï 1890). Also note Redman (?) 

& Morris Clothiers occupies the ground floor of H.C. Hartôs three-story brick building on the left side of this image.24 
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3.1. Crandall Building, 1888 ï 1899  

 

The Bank of Johnson City, here 1888  

The First National Bank, 1888 ï 1896 

Jonesboro Banking and Trust Company, here 1896 ï 1901  

 

 

  
Map 1B. A detail of the Crandall Building, occupied by the First National Bank in January 1891. 
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Map 2B. A detail of the Crandall Building, occupied by the Jonesboro Banking and Trust Company (formerly 

occupied by the First National Bank) in May 1897. 
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Figure 15A. A detail, note that the awning has not yet been added to the large window on the first floor of the 

Crandall Building, perhaps indicating that this photograph predates that in Figure 16. Also note that the bank 

building lacks the bay windows on its second and third floors, which can be seen for example in figures 76, 78, 

79 and 111.  
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Figure 16A. A detail. Note that the extended awning on the Crandall Building reads First ñNational Bank,ò as 

does the sign painted on the right side of the building, between the first and second floors.  
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Figure 16B. Another detail. Note the IOOF (International Order of Odd Fellows) sign above the third story 

window on the left.



56 
 

 
Figure 19. A view of the south side of the Crandall Building, occupied by the First National Bank. Note: ñChildress & Boyd Real Estateò sign above 

the door on the right. This enterprise advertised in the Johnson City Comet by 16 October 1890 and continued to do so until at least 24 September 1891. 

Also note that the signs on the windows of the first floor read, from left to right ñOldest Bank,ò ñLargest Bank,ò ñStrongest Bank,ò and ñChildress & 

Boydò ñReal Estate,ò while the window sign on the left side of the second floor appears to read in part ñé Doctor.ò The brick building in the left 

background, behind the boxcars, appears to be part of the Worley Block. The building visible on the right appears to be that of G.C. Harris. On 8 May 

1890, the Johnson City Comet included: ñJ.F. Crumley and G.C. Harris are preparing to build a store house on Main Street adjoining the National Bank 

23 x 160 feetéò Note that the awning reads, in part, ñDry Goodsò.25 Consequently, this photograph appears to date to 1890 ï 1891. 
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Figure 19A. A detail of the south side of the Crandall Building.   
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3.1. Crandall Building, 1888 ï 1899 

 

The Bank of Johnson City, here 1888  

The First National Bank Building, 1888 ï 1896 

Jonesboro Banking and Trust Company, here 1896 ï 1901  

 

Note: The periodic financial reports of the Bank of Johnson City (and its successors at this location) 

were frequently published in the Johnson City Comet. These have not been included in this 

documentary history. 

 

 

3.1.1. Organizing the Bank of Johnson City, 1886 ï 1888 

 

Note: From 1886 to 1888, the Bank of Johnson City was located ñin the west room under Jobeôs 

Hallò, see ñA Draft Documentary History of Businesses Along the E.T. & V./E.T.V. & 

G./Southern Railway in Downtown Johnson City, Part 2: The Jobe Block and Adjacent Buildings, 

1883 to Present (100 to 110 East Main Street and 101 to 107 Buffalo Street)ò for more information. 

 

 

1 April 1886. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe Bank. ï It is now a settled fact that Johnson City is to have a bank. The following 

letter from the banking house of Snow & Crandall, Sheldon, Ill., under date of March 15th, explains 

itself: 

 

 C.K. Lide, Esq., Johnson City, Tenn., Dear Sir: ï Since leaving your town, Mr. Shuler and 

myself have concluded to open a good, solid bank, with plenty of capital at your city, and expect 

to have it in operation inside of 60 days. 

 If it is not too much trouble will you see if there is any residence which can be rented by 

May 1st or 15th, also good store room. 

 We are in correspondence with some Johnson City parties in regard to a room for banking 

office, and if they do not come to time, would like to learn if room can be had. 

 We are under obligations to you for so kindly helping us when in Johnson City, and hope 

to reciprocate when a citizen of your city. Yours respôy J.E. Crandall.ò 

 

 

26 January 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe Men Who Sell. ï A Comet Reporter Finds Something of Interest to Say Concerning 

Our Business Mené The first Bank in Washington county, Tennessee, opened its doors for the 

transaction of general banking, in all its branches, in May, 1886. 

 With ample capital and financiering ability, joined with tact, promptitude and untarnished 

record, the success of the Bank of Johnson City has been phenomenal. The structure occupied is 

admirably furnished, and contains one of the best vaults in the State. It is not only roomy but is 

proof against the fire-fiend and his human accessory, and with Hallôs patent time lock shows the 

acme of inventive genius and mechanical skill. 

 The Bank of Johnson City is not only a bank and State depository, but also headquarters 

for fire and life insurance, representing the most reliable companies in America and Great Britain. 

 The correspondents of the Bank of Johnson City include the National Bank of Deposit, 

New York city and the Merchants Bank of Knoxville, institutions of financial strength and wide 

influence. 
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 Amid the numerous additions to Johnson City, in contemplation, is a bank building, which 

in elegance, convenience and equipment will be an honor to the ambition of this city and the entire 

region. 

 J.E. Crandall, Esq., the President of the Bank of Johnson City, became initiated into 

banking circles when but seventeen years of age, and he has ably filled positions of responsibility 

in leading financial institutions in Illinois State. The gentleman possesses not only capital but is 

an astute, shrewd and safe financier, in whose hands all banking transactions are reliably and 

promptly dealt with. 

Mr. Crandall is thoroughly progressive, and has centered his interests with the wish and 

the capacity to aid the public weal and develop this countryôs resources, he is a man of quick 

perception and action, and the advantage of his having chosen Johnson City as a home cannot be 

too highly estimated. 

He is the Treasurer of the Johnson City Furniture Company, which will employ the coming 

season 100 men. He is interested in the Tobacco Works recently established. He owns mineral 

lands, and is a prominent member of land companies. Mr. Crandall has caused the erection of one 

of the finest residences in the place, and has given a tangible augury as to the coming greatness of 

this belt of country. 

The Cashier and Assistant Cashier of the Bank of Johnson City are Messrs. H.R. Kenyon 

and C.D. Fine, respectively, young gentlemen who would grace any position in commercial and 

social life. With such officers the Bank of Johnson City is bound to become an institution of 

magnitude and great wealthéò 

 

 

3.1.2. Construction of the Crandall Building, 1888 

 

26 April 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñMr. J.E. Crandall has begun to tear down the old Range building and will erect a handsome 

bank building in its stead.ò 

 

 

5 July 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñJ.E. Crandall is building the most handsome brick yet built. It is on the corner of R.R. 

square and Main street, the best stand in town, he will move his bank from the Jobe block to this 

building when completed. It will be a three story brick with two fronts. Mr. Crandall has done as 

much as any other one man to give our town a substantial growth, since he came among us.ò 

 

 

9 August 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe brick work on J.E. Crandallôs bank building has been completed. The building is three 

stories high and will be the handsomest bank building in East Tennessee.ò 

 

 

3.1.3. The Bank of Johnson City, here 1888 ï 1889  

 

20 September 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe Bank of Johnson City has moved into its new building on the corner of Main street 

and Public Square. The building is one of the finest east of Knoxville in Tennessee and would be 

a credit to a much larger city. It is three stories high, built of pressed brick and is furnished 



60 
 

throughout in hardwood. The first floor contains banking room and book store, second has six 

offices and the third will be fitted up for an Odd Fellowôs hall.ò 

 

Note: Previously (1886 ï 1888), the Bank of Johnson City was located 108 East Main Street, in 

the Jobe Block. 

 

 

 
Figure 20. Johnson City Comet, 20 September 1888. 

This advertisement ran until at least 17 January 1889. 

 

 

3.1.4. First National Bank, 1888 ï 1896 

 

29 November 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe First National Bank. Mr. D.S. McIntyre, of Illinois, is in the city to complete the 

organization of the First National Bank. The new bank will be ready for business the first or 

fifteenth of December.ò 

 

 

3 January 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe First National Bank. Treasury Department ï Office of Comptroller of the Currency. 

Washinton, Dec. 24, 1888. Whereas, by satisfactory evidence presented to the undersigned, it has 

been made to appear that óThe First National Bank of Johnson City,ô in the town of Johnson City, 

in the county of Washington and state of Tennessee, has complied with all the provisions of the 

Statutes of the United States required to be complied with before an association shall be authorized 

to commence the business of banking. 

 Now therefore, I Jesse D. Abrahams, Deput and acting Comptroller of the Currency, do 

hereby certify that óThe First National Bank of Johnson City, in the county of Washington and 
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state of Tennessee, is authorized to commence the business of banking as provided for in section 

fifty -one hundred and sixty-nine of the Revised Statutes of the United States. 

In testimony whereof witness my hand and Seal of office this 24th day of December, 1888. 

[Seal] J.D. Abrahams. Deputy and acting Comptroller of the Currency. No. 3951.ò 

 

 

10 January 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñFirst National Bank. As will be seen by reference to the official notice in another column 

the First National Bank was authorized to begin work on the 24th of December, 1888, with a capital 

of $50,000. This bank succeeds the Bank of Johnson City. Mr. J.E. Crandall is president and Mr. 

D.S. McIntyre is cashier. The advantage of a National Bank is well known to business men and 

Mr. Crandallôs efforts to start this one will be appreciated.ò 

 

 

 
Figure 21. Johnson City Comet, 24 January 1889. 

This and similar advertisements ran until at least 11 June 1891. 

 

 

1 August 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñCharles D. Fine has been elected cashier of the First National Bank to fill the vacancy 

caused by the resignation of D.S. McIntyre. Charlie is a young man of good, steady habits, 

thoroughly reliable, and deserves the promotion he has received since he entered the bank. He is 

perhaps the youngest cashier in the State, but is competent to fill the position and will do so with 

credit to himself and the First National. 

 D.S. McIntyre, formerly cashier of the First National Bank, has given up his position to 

accept an appointment from Corporal Tanner in the Pension service at $2,500 a yearéò 
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16 January 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñAt a meeting of the stockholders of the First National Bank last Tuesday, the following 

were elected for 1890. 

 Directors. ï J. E. Crandall, J.T. Wilder, T.E. Matson, D.S. McIntyre, Chas. D. Fine. 

 Officers. ï J.E. Crandall, president, Chas. D. Fine, cashier; J.P. Hopple, assistant cashier.ò 

 

 

30 October 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñDeal Justly with Your Fellowman. óOn the first page of this weekôs issue will be found 

the statement of the condition of the First National Bank of Johnson City. The growth of the 

business of this bank has been phenomenal since its organization as the Bank of Johnson City, and 

to-day it stands in the front rank of successful Banking institutions. It conducts strictly a 

conservative Banking Business and allows no outside ventures by any of its officers. ï Enterprise.ô 

The above statement is very uncharitable, to say the least of it, and comes with poor grace 

from a home paper. The Comet agrees with the Enterprise that the statement is a splendid showing, 

and that the growth of the First National Bank has been encouraging to the stockholders since it 

was established about two years ago. And we have watched its growth with the same pleasure we 

find in the success of any enterprise in the city. But Johnson City has three banks, and we venture 

the assertion that no town in the South of the same size has three better, and we cannot see why a 

paper in speaking of either should reflect on the others. It would have been more manly to have 

made the open charge that the officers of the other banks were speculators, for the inference in the 

closing sentence is too plain to be overlooked. It is a cowardly stab at financially-sound and safely-

managed banking institutions, and is calculated to do them serious injury. In the first place, the 

statement is not based on facts, and even if it was true that the officers of the First National were 

not engaged in óoutside ventures,ô it does not follow that it is criminal for a bank officer to invest 

in other enterprises. 

For the benefit of those who may read the notice and in justice to the other banks, we feel 

that a short statement of facts in reference to each bank will not be out of place. 

The Watauga Bank is the oldest bank in the city; it was established in the spring of 1888; 

its stockholders are some of the best men in Washington and Carter counties, and the bank enjoys 

in a large degree the confidence of the entire community. The President, A.B. Bowman, is one of 

our substantial citizens and a man who has grown up from childhood in this community. He has 

been identified with almost every movement, if not the originator, for the good of the city. Mr. 

bowman is the owner of the Johnson City Cannery, and is also the treasurer, directors and a large 

stockholder in the Proctor Land Company as well as one of the founders. The cashier, Will Harr, 

is an old citizen of Johnson City but is not a speculator. C.P. Cass, the Assistant Cashier, is a Carter 

county young man with an excellent reputation. He, like a great many others, invested in real estate 

last fall very successfully. The bank has enjoyed a healthy growth, has paid nice dividends, and, 

by reference to the advertisement elsewhere, it will be observed that it has nearly $9,000 of 

undivided profits. 

The First National Bank was organized about December, 1888, succeeding, in a sense, the 

Bank of Johnson City, of which Mr. J.E. Crandall, now President of the First National, was the 

sole owner. Its stockholders are solid, reliable men, and some of them are men of large means. Mr. 

Crandall, the President, not only owns the majority of the stock in the bank, but is a large 

stockholder in the Johnson City Furniture Company and the Crandall ï Harris Tobacco Works and 

the sole owner of the Johnson City Water Works ï all enterprises that have struggled manfully and 

perhaps owe their success to Mr. Crandall alone. He is also one of the originators of the Watauga 

Land Company, of which he is President and one of the largest stockholders. The Cashier, Mr. 
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Charles D. Fine, who has resigned within the past few days, has been a member of the firm of 

Charles D. Fine & Brother since its commencement of business over two years. 

In the case of the Fidelity Bankôs failure at Cincinnati the Supreme Court held that the 

directors of National banks are officers in the sense that they are elected by the stockholders to 

look after their interests, etc. 

The directors of the First National are Col. Thos. E. Matson, Gen. T.J. Wilder, D.S. 

McIntyre, F.K. Mountcastle and Charles D. Fine ï all good men, but well known land speculators, 

with the single exception of the latter, and he has made some money in real estate during the last 

few months. In two years the bank has acquired a surplus of $4,000, and the undivided profits are 

a little over $5,000 ï not a bad showing, we repeat. 

The Citizens Bank is an infant in age, being established just a year ago this month, but, as 

we stated in a former issue, it has made remarkable progress, and there is not, perhaps, a bank in 

the State that can make a better showing for the same length of time, and with the same capital. It 

has earned over 20 per cent. on the capital employed for the year, and has created a surplus of 

$6,500. Mr. F.A. Stratton, the President, is one of the largest stockholders, but has only a small per 

cent. of his capital invested in it. He is a large speculator and has made thousands of dollars dealing 

in iron, coal and timber lands, and in founding new towns. Johnson City has been benefited by his 

success, as he has always taken a pride [in] its growth and never failed to put his shoulder to the 

wheel when it was necessary. Mr. J.W. Hunter, the Vice-President, is an old citizen, one of our 

leading merchants, and within the last two or more years has made several thousand dollars in real 

estate here. The Cashier, Mr. J.E. Brading, and Assistant Cashier, Mr. F.M. George, are not 

speculators, but have made some safe investments. 

In the above article we have tried to show that the Enterprise has been manifestly unjust to 

two of our banks, and that its remarks, implying that the speculations of the officers of the Watauga 

and Citizens banks endangered the deposits. Applies as much to the First National as it does to 

either of the others, but we do not hesitate to say that it was uncalled for in either case. 

This article shall not have been written in vain if the Enterprise will in future be careful of 

its statements, remembering always that óóTis slander whose edge is sharper than a sword And 

whose breath rides on the posting winds.ôò  

 

 

January 1891. The Sanborn Fire Insurance Company map for this area shows that 123 East 

Fountain Square was occupied by the ñFirst Nat. Bankò, with ñOffôs 2dò floor and ñMasonic Hall 

3d.ò floor. 

 

 

4 February 1892. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñ$1,288,051. ï These are the Startling figures which tell of the Growth and Activity of the 

Plucky, Magnetic City in 1891 ï Complete List of Improvements during the Yearé J E Crandall 

block, E Main St [$] 6,5000éò 

 

 

25 May 1893. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe Situation. ï What the Bankers Think of the Citizensô Failure. ï The Comet 

interviewed the bankers yesterday concerning the cause and probable effects of the Citizens Bank 

failure. They seem quite well satisfied that nothing further of a serious nature will result and feel 

perfectly able to meet all difficulties arising from the disaster. 

 J.E. Crandall, president of the First National, was in a cheerful mood when seen and stated 

that, much to his surprise, their deposits were very much in excess of the checks for the day and 
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although he had come to the bank in the morning óloaded for bôar,ô there had not been, up to the 

hour of closing, the slightest indication of any excitement among his depositors. He was prepared, 

however, for any emergency. Besides having an unusually large amount of cash on hand he had 

more in transit and the assurance from other banks that any amount necessary to protect the bank 

in case of a órunô would be provided. He did not think it likely that there would be any trouble of 

this nature. He declined to express an opinion as to the cause of the failure but stated in reference 

to the report that the Citizens and First National were to be consolidated, that such an arrangement 

would have been made but after a thorough examination the directors of the First National declined 

to enter into such negotiations. 

 The stockholders of the 1st National Bank are men of large means and being held liable to 

depositors for twice the amount of their stock, under national banking laws, render this institution 

perfectly solvent. 

 A.G. Bowman, president, and G.W. St. John, vice president, were as calm as if nothing 

unusual had happened when I called upon them in their private apartment at the Watauga Bank...ò26 

 

 

Table 1. ñCapital, nominal assets at date of failure, collections from assets and collections from 

assessments, and disposition of collectionséò27 
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269 Johnson City, First National Bank Nov. 13, 1894 Feb. 20, 1899 50,000 11,250 

 Total (all receiverships closedé)   1,050,000 237,650 

 

[Continued] 

Total 

assets at 

failure. 

Offsets. 
Claims 

proved. 

Collections 

from assets 

and 

assessment 

upon stock 

holders. 

Loans 

paid. 

Dividends 

paid. 

Legal 

expenses. 

Receiverôs 

salary and 

other 

expenses. 

149,954 3,429 87,848 60,041 14,335 31,407 5,586 8,713 

3,995,699 146,541 2,501,019 2,280,602 516,043 1,567,937 72,147 119,649 

 

 

15 November 1894. Johnson City Comet. 

ñóSuspended Payment.ô These two words and all they imply have caused an amount of 

sorrow and lamentation in this community during the last few days that is hard to estimate. They 

were employed in the following sentence and suspended on the door or the First National Bank 

last Monday at 12:30 p.m.: ó'This bank has suspended payment and is in the hands of the 

Comptroller of Currency.ô 
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Do you realize what that means? It means that $80,000 dollars due depositors is tied up 

indefinitely and that $93,000 due from the people of this section must be paid at once, though it 

bankrupt them. This is not all. It probably means that $50,000 put up by the stockholders to found 

the institution has been irretrievably lost. The effect this will have upon this section is hard to 

calculate. That it will be bad goes without saying but how bad and how long it will take to get over 

this terrible blow to our business interests remains to be seen. 

Mr. J.E. Crandall, the President of the bank, came to Johnson City from Illinois almost ten 

years ago and, in connection with D.W. Shuler, started the Bank of Johnson City. In a short time 

Mr. Shuler withdrew to start a bank at Hickory, N.C, and Mr. Crandall became the sole proprietor 

of the institution. It was during his connection with the Bank of Johnson City that he gained the 

confidence of the people of this city and section and established a reputation as being one of the 

best financiers and most conservative bankers in the State, all of which he has shown himself 

worthy of throughout his career, and upon the day of failure he enjoyed the full confidence and 

respect of his patrons and the public. 

The Bank of Johnson City was changed to a national bank about six years ago and Mr. 

Crandal made President. During its life it has had many ups and downs. A year ago when banks 

were failing over the country this one came very near meeting a similar fate, but Mr. Crandall 

managed to pull it through by careful financiering. Since that time the bank has been considered 

out of deep water and on the road to prosperity. It was on account of this feeling that the report of 

the suspension Monday caused such general consternation. 

There is scarcely a doubt that depositors will be paid in full, but it is generally conceded 

the stock is worthless. Mr. Crandall has done all he could to insure this first result. Like an honest 

man he has turned over everything, including his personal property, to save the depositors and his 

individual sureties. He was the largest stockholder, and, therefore, the largest loser. When he went 

to dinner on Monday he was worth about $50,000, representing the accumulation of ten years of 

ceaseless toil but with one pen-ful of ink Bank Examiner Miller wiped that out completely, and 

left him without a momentôs notice, as penniless as a pauper. There has been nothing but the 

sincerest sympathy expressed for Mr. Crandall in his financial troubles and the hope that he may 

be able to save something from the wreck, in all of which The Comet heartily joins.ò 
 

 

15 November 1894. Johnson City Comet. 

ñSuspended Payment. ï The First National Bank in the Hands of an Examiner. ï óThe First 

National has been closed!ô 

This startling piece of news was rapidly circulated over the city shortly after noon last 

Monday. It was so sudden and so unexpected that it was not credited by many, but upon 

investigation it proved only too true. The following notice upon the door confronted those who 

attempted to enter: óThis bank has suspended payment and is in control of the comptroller of 

currency. (Signed) J.M. Miller, Jr., Examiner in charge. 

Mr. Miller is a United States bank examiner and has been in the city since last Thursday 

afternoon, looking over the affairs of the bank. He made his report last week, but it was not until 

Monday, while at dinner at Hotel Piedmont, that he received instructions by telegraph from 

Comptroller Eckels to take charge. 

The action was quite as much a surprise to President Crandall as to outsiders as he had no 

idea when he went to dinner on Monday that the bank was in any immediate danger of being 

closed, in fact, he had every reason to believe the contrary, as the affairs were really in better 

condition than they had been at other times during the last year when the bank came so near having 

to suspend and would have done so but for outside assistance and Mr. Crandallôs extraordinary 

executive ability. 
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There is great speculation on the part of the public as to why the bank was closed at this 

time and many reasons are assigned therefor, chief among which is that the legal reserve was not 

available. This may be true, but The Comet believes one of the principal causes for the suspension 

was impaired capital. 

Examiner Miller told The Comet that he was not permitted to make any statement whatever 

in regard to the bankôs affairs, but as soon as a receiver was appointed a statement would be 

published, setting forth everything in detail. Mr. Miller has no idea how soon a receiver will be 

named, but he will remain in charge until that time. 

As there are a great many wild rumors as to the bankôs condition and inasmuch as we are 

not able to give a statement of the condition when closed, we reproduce below the statement made 

at the close of business on October 2, 1894. It is not at all likely there has been much change in 

any items since that time: 

 

Resources. 

Loans and discounts 93,031.1   

Overdrafts, secured and unsecured 49.34 

U.S. Bonds to secure circulation 12,500     

Expenses and taxes paid 120.94 

Stocks, securities, etc. 18,489.42 

Banking house, Furniture and Fixtures 10,000 

Other real estate and mortgages owned 9,265.95 

Due from National Banks (not Reserve Agents) 1,371.65 

Due from approved reserve agents 9,732.16 

Checks and other cash items 245.98 

Fractional paper currency, nickels and cents 432.26 

Lawful Money Reserve in Bank:  

Specie $4,469.50  

Legal tender notes 4,335.00  

 8,804.50 

Redemption fund with U.S. Treasurer (5 per cent of circulation) 562.50 

Total $161,096.55 

 

Liabilities. 

Capital stock paid in $50,000 

Surplus Fund 4,000 

National Bank notes outstanding 11.250 

Due to other National Banks 4,184.46 

Individual deposits subject to check 28,810.13 

Demand certificates of deposit 697.29 

Time certificates of deposit 51,558.72 

Notes and bills re-discounted 6,395.90 

Bills payable 4,200 

Total $161,095.55 

 

All conservative men estimate that depositors will be paid in full without assessing the 

stockholders. President Crandall says that with anything like the proper management this will be 

the result and he thinks the stock holders may save something. 
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The stock is widely scattered and a large portion of it is held by parties who are insolvent. 

It is estimated that $10,000 or $15,000 could be realized in case it became necessary to assess the 

stock at its face value. As stated above, however, such an emergency is not all likely to arise. 

As the business will be wound up by the Government all parties will be treated alike. If 

any person believes they are not being fairly dealt with, however, they will have recourse to the 

courts as in other matters. It is hoped that no complication of this character will arise as the affairs 

can be more readily adjusted under the course pursued by the government receiver and under the 

statutes provided for such occasions. 

It will probably require twelve or eighteen months to wind up the institution and may take 

longer.ò 

 

 

21 November 1894. Jonesborough Herald and Tribune. 

 ñThe First National Bank, of Johnson City, was closed last week by order of the 

Comptroller of the Currency, and J.E. Crandall its President was arrested and bound to Federal 

Court for alleged irregularities. We understand the stockholders propose paying depositors seventy 

five per cent of their deposits, and transferring them twenty five per cent in stock in the bank. Mr. 

Crandall has gone to Washington to see if such an arrangement can be made and if successful it is 

thought the bank will resume operations at once.ò 

 

 

5 December 1894. Jonesborough Herald and Tribune. 

 ñFirst National Bank of Johnson City ï Mr. Crandall Under Arrest. We clip the following 

from a late issue of the Knoxville Sentinel: 

The usually quiet little town of Johnson City, 107 miles east of Knoxville is at present 

reveling in a sensation which the inhabitants will remember for years. 

The closing of the First National bank at that place a few weeks since and the arrest of its 

President. J.E. Crandall, at the instance of Bank Examiner Miller is familiar to all. At the time 

public opinion was with Crandall and he readily gave bond to the amount of $5,000 in two cases. 

Mr. Crandall claimed that the bank was solvent and steps were taken to reorganize it as a State 

bank. An examination of the books, however, showed the bank to be in a worse condition than 

first imagined and the idea was abandoned. This condition of things alarmed the people and 

Saturday afternoon his bondsmen, R.S. Bruner, H.H. Carr and E.H. Stevens, were forced to give 

him up. Yesterday another charge was brought against him. The last charge was that of making 

false entries in an account with a New York bank. Mr. Crandall was taken before Commissioner 

Keebler on the third and last charge. The charge was sustained and the commissioner bound the 

defendant over to court in the sum $4,000. This increased the bond to $9,000, which he could not 

furnish, having been given up the day previous on a $5,000 bond. 

Mr. Crandall was placed in charge of Deputy Marshals Rhea and Gammon. Bank Examiner 

Miller, of Washington, and Assistant United Stales District Attorney James E. Mayfield, of 

Cleveland, were on the ground and at the solicitation of Crandall and his friends gave the marshals 

permission to keep the prisoner under guard until today, when he is to make an effort to give bond. 

There is no one in Johnson City who will give Mr. Crandall bond, and he is relying solely upon 

V.B. Bowers, of Elk Park, N.C., to furnish the bond. If Mr. Bowers fails to do so Mr. Crandall will 

have to go to jail. 

United States District Marshal S.P. Condon was seen by a Sentinel representative this 

morning. He had heard nothing from Johnson City today, but said that Mr. Crandall would be 

placed in either the Jonesboro jail or Knoxville jail, as Mr. Mayfield directs. It is probable that he 
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will be placed in the jail here, and if so will be brought down on the vestibule at 3:15 oôclock this 

afternoon. 

T.E. Hurst, one of the most prominent young business men of Johnson City, came to town 

this morning. He was one of the heaviest losers by the collapse of the bank, and yet has complete 

confidence in Mr. Crandall, and says the last charge brought against him amounts to naught, and 

is more in the way of persecution than anything else. He admits, however, that the affairs of the 

institution are in very bad shape, and depositors will hardly get one fourth of their claims. 

Mr. Crandall was most prominent in the business ana social life of Johnson City, and his 

really unfortunate downfall has left his family in a heartbroken condition and they are said to be 

grieving themselves to death. The prisoner is being guarded at his home. On Saturday some one 

sent Mrs. Crandall an anonymous letter accusing her of using the funds of the depositors and 

implicating her in wrecking the bank, and further saying that the house would be blown up with 

dynamite. The letter frightened the poor woman into a frenzied state of mind and she is said to 

have spent a most pitiable night. She did not sleep a wink and kept up her moans and pleadings 

throughout the entire night. Mr. Crandall was so greatly excited and the guards it is said had to 

watch him to keep him from killing himself. 

It is believed that if Mr. Crandall is sent to jail, it will end in his wifeôs derangement and 

probable death, while he himself may suicide. The unfortunate affair is the sensation of the hour 

and some interesting developments may be expected.ò 

 

 

20 December 1894. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe Reason Why. ï President Crandall Tells How the Failure of the First National Bank 

Occurred. ï General Depression, Like a Cancer, Eat away Its Vitals. ï To the Depositors and 

Stockholders of the First National Bank of Johnson City, Tennessee: The writer proposes to give 

herein a short but complete and truthful history of the above named bank from the time it was first 

organized until its close on November 12, 1894, to show when and where the errors of judgment 

were made, and other causes which it was utterly impossible to guard against or avert ï the 

complete collapse in values of land, lots and buildings; the downfall of many of our former 

merchants, traders, or people in any line of business, who were drawn into the vortex of bankruptcy 

which has swept over our little city like the hot winds of Western Kansas, blighting many objects 

in its path. 

Going back some nine years ago, I came to Johnson City with D.W. Shuler and opened the 

old óBank of Johnson Cityô in the room now occupied by Gump Bros.ô clothing store. We started 

in with very modest fixtures, so that our capital $30,000 was all in cash and in the business, clear 

of any outside matters. So far as my half of the capital was concerned, it had been accumulated by 

eight years of close attention to the banking business and by saving what was made as profits in 

the business and my salary, for, up to this tune, I had always refused to have any connection with 

or any interest in outside ventures, dealing strictly in the shaving of notes and the banking business. 

In the fall of 1886, Mr. Shuler sold his interest in the bank to me, and the business was continued 

under the same style; the same conservative course was pursued and money made, for up to this 

time the people did not know what óboomô meant, but paid their debts and were very cautious in 

their business undertakings. Business ran on in this manner for several years, but in 1889 real 

estate was in demand and began to move freely at reasonable prices. The first error was made just 

at this point by going outside the banking business and investing considerable means in real estate, 

although much money was made from the investment. The real estate was all sold before the boom 

was on in full force for cash or short-time paper, and, if a portion of the great wisdom of Solomon 

might there have been imparted to me, I should have placed the money in a safe, locked the safe 



69 
 

and gone fishing, or loaned it out on real estate at 18 per cent, and squeezed the mortgagor early 

and often ï then all would have been well. 

About this time Johnson City was throwing off her swadling clothes in the manufacturing 

line. Of course every plant needed financial aid and, as it happened, I was the unfortunate one to 

help them. Having much faith in Johnson City and feeling that it had done so well, financially, 

thus far, I helped to organize and start several of the plants here, advancing my own outside means 

to tide them over the rough places which invariably beset young manufacturing plants when trying 

to establish business and trade. Lending aid to these plants and Johnson City has cost me about 

$10,000 in cash, worry enough to make my hair turn gray, and energy enough, if properly paid for, 

to purchase the best business block in town, while credit side of the ledger was ï nothing. This 

brings us to the time when the First National Bank was organized, with $50,000 capital paid in, 

over one half of this being contributed by my wife and myself. This will explain why our notes are 

in the First National Bank, both notes being given for stock in the bank at time of its organization 

and, therefore, do not represent one dollar of cash ever withdrawn by us from the bank. We have 

always paid 10 per cent. interest on these notes and gradually reduced them besides. The First 

National Bank began business just as the boom came on, and work was commenced on the Three 

Côs Railroad, when Johnson City certainly seemed to be on the road to prosperity. At the beginning 

of the year 1890, all must admit that times were at flush-tide, everybody was happy, rich and paid 

their debts, and the bank held nearly $300,000 in deposits, with loans and discounts of about 

$250,000 in a town of less than 5,000 people. Here occurred the second error in judgment. 

Knowing that a depression must follow, we should have locked our safe full to overflowing with 

money, forced everybody to pay up, sparing no man, company or institution, but this we could not 

well afford to do. Still, we put on the brake, called in loans gradually and had reduced them from 

$250,000 to less than $100,000 when the bank closed. During this time we had paid out over 

$200,000 in cash more than we had taken in ï through a time of collapse and liquidation of 

different enterprises that no outsider can realize. The collection of $5,000, if it had to be raised in 

two or three days, would have proved an impossibility. Failure has succeeded failure, and today 

there are only two men still in business who were in business nine years ago, and it is to be regretted 

that hardly a man who has entered business in Johnson City has left the town richer than when he 

came. To say that a bank could be carried on here for the past six years and not lose money on bad 

debts and occasionally get tied up on slow paper, would be saying something which could not be 

done, even by the wisest man himself that is, if there was any business done. 

The day this telegram was received here ï óBarker Bros, failed todayô ï the grip of 

insolvency was fastened upon this section of the country and it penetrated to every nook and corner 

of upper East Tennessee, through which the Three Côs Railroad was to be built, and Johnson City 

being their headquarters felt the effect with double weight. While A was congratulating himself 

that the failure did not ógetô him for anything, already it had affected him through B or C, who 

were unable to pay A, and in the end they all received the sheriffôs kind attention, and one or 

another of our three banks had to help pay the piper by taking some real estate, slow notes or 

bearing total loss. The greatest calamity of the boom in real estate is the inflation of values which 

seems to draw all people into a sea of speculation, and has thus involved most of our home people 

and hundreds of outsiders. Those were halcyon days of making notes and assuring some oneôs 

note, but when the time came to settle these notes, alas! how few were able to pay; and again the 

banks had to assume part of the losses. You felt sure the fence was one of great strength and well 

built, but there was a rail off somewhere', and the real estate note was in the bank, probably as 

collateral for only a small per cent. of its face, but it was there and in most cases had to remain 

there. Many bankers know just how A would represent B as being worth thousands of dollars, 

owning lots in different localities and notes all good ï secured by vendorôs lien. Now, probably 

half of the lots would only sell for enough to pay back taxes, or if notes were sued on they would, 
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in many instances, be stayed for eight months. All this time the banks are kept out of their money 

ï no income from interest, lawyerôs fees to pay, and, instead of having something coming in to 

swell the profits, we were forced to pay out hundreds of dollars in attorneysô fees, costs, etc., 

making a constant drain. 

In these few thoughts I have tried to give a clear idea of what caused the wreck of this bank. 

If, today, the people could pay up all notes due, it would put an entirely different face upon the 

outlook and would insure the prompt payment of all depositors and stock holders. To deny all the 

gossip and rumors that have been circulated in regard to the bank and my connection with it would 

prove a task too long, as very many of them are too foolish and improbable to waste time in 

denying. However, I want it distinctly understood that I have never taken one dollar from the First 

National Bank or defrauded it in any way, but have tried in every way to carry it on in a successful 

manner. 

Today finds me almost penniless ï hopelessly insolvent ï with sixteen years of hard labor 

swept entirely away, and yet some people seem to want my very lifeôs blood for no other reason 

than that I have given to different enterprises to help build up our little city and was a man 

unfortunate enough to run a bank in a boom town. The penalty, it seems, has been a severe one; in 

fact, almost more than human nature could stand. 

I will admit I have been a fool, but I have been honest and will not shirk any errors made 

or any responsibility on my part in protecting my just debts (security debts not included in this 

class). 

The situation in Johnson City during my stay here may be summed up in about four short 

sentences: First. ï Conservative business among all our people. Second. ï Inflation and boom. 

Third. ï Gradual depression and liquidation among the people. Fourth. ï Collapse of values and 

inability to pay. Or, in short: Legitimate business ï boom ï liquidation ï collapse. J.E. Crandall.ò 

 

 

20 December 1894. Johnson City Comet. 

ñNotice of Sale of Horses, Carriage and Harness. Notice is hereby given that I will sell at 

public auction to the highest bidder, in front of the First National Bank building, Johnson City, 

Tenn., at two oôclock p.m., on Saturday, Dec. 29, 1894, one team of dark gray horses, one carriage 

and double harness; all in good condition and desirable. Same being held by me, as receiver, as 

collateral to loan of J.E. Crandall, with full authority to sell. J.I. Cox, Receiver First National Bank. 

Johnson City, Tennessee.ò 
 

 

3 January 1895. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñ(No. 3,951.) Treasury Department. ï Office of the Comptroller of Currency. ï in the 

Matter of the First National Bank of Johnson City, Tenn. Washington, Dec. 28, 1894. To all whom 

it may concern: ï Whereas, Upon a proper accounting by the receiver heretofore appointed to 

collect the assets of óThe First National Bank of Johnson City, Tennessee,ô and upon a valuation 

of the uncollected assets remaining in his hands, it appears to my satisfaction that in order to pay 

the debts of such association it is necessary to enforce the individual liability of the stockholders 

therefor to the extent hereinafter mentioned, as prescribed by sections 5151 and 5234 of the 

Revised Statues of the United States. 

  Now, Therefore, By virtue of the authority vested in me by law, I do hereby make an 

assessment and requisition upon the shareholders of the said óThe First National Bank of Johnson 

Cityô for fifty thousand dollars, to be paid by them ratably, on or before the twenty-eighth day of 

January, 1895, and I hereby make demand upon each and every one of them for one hundred 

dollars upon each and every share of the capital stock of said association held or owned by them, 



71 
 

respectively, at the time of its failure; and I do hereby direct John I. Cox, the receiver heretofore 

appointed, to take all necessary proceedings, by suit or otherwise, to enforce to that extent the said 

individual liability of the said shareholders. 

 In witness whereof, I have hereto set my hand, and caused my seal of office to be affixed 

to these presents, at the City of Washington, in the District of Columbia, this twenty-eighth day of 

December, A.D., 1894. Jas. H. Eckels, Comptroller of Currency.ò 
 

 

17 January 1895. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñLawyers Selected. ï Comptroller Eckels Appoints Faw & Cox as Attorneys for the First 

National Bank. Comptroller Eckels has appointed Messrs. Faw & Cox attorneys to assist Receiver 

Cox in winding up the affairs of the First National Bank. The gentlemen have entered actively 

upon the discharge of their duties. (This will not be news to some.) 

 Both members of this firm are young men, qualified and popular and the appointment is a 

good one and will give satisfaction to all concerned. Regretting the necessity for the appointment, 

The Comet is pleased to congratulate them on their selection since it has become necessary to 

make one.ò 

 

 

24 January 1895. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñHon. Robt. Burrow and S.S. Crumley left Tuesday for Knoxville to represent J.E. Crandall 

in the Federal Court. 

 John I. Cox, receiver of the First National Bank, and Bank Examiners F.M. Hayes and John 

M. Miller, Jr., are in Knoxville to assist in prosecuting J.E. Crandall.ò 

 

 

12 March 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñJ.E. Crandall Gets Eight Years in the Brooklyn (N.Y.) Penitentiary. The Crandall case 

took a sudden turn this morning. 

 The defendant withdrew the plea of not guilty and submitted to the mercy of the court. 

 Judge Clark sentenced him to eight years in the penitentiary at Brooklyn in each of the 

three indictments, but he is allowed to serve the term concurrently. 

 The defendant and his attorneys have seen that face of the evidence, ever since the opening 

of the trial, has been very strongly against them, and it would be almost a hopeless task to try to 

break it down. 

The attorneys for the defense held a consultation with Mr. Crandall last night and at that 

time it was decided upon to withdraw the plea of not guilty and submit to the mercy of the court. 

When court was called to order at 9 oôclock this morning Col. Micajah Woods of 

Charlottsville, Va., was sworn as a witness and placed upon the stand. 

The testimony of Col. Woods was in reference to a note which Mr. Crandall had sent to 

Charlottsville for collection. 

At the conclusion of Co. Woodsô testimony Attorney Robert Burrow, in behalf of Mr. 

Crandall, arose and addressing the court said that the defendant wished to withdraw the plea of not 

guilty and submit his case to the mercy of the court. 

Judge Clark allowed this, and in sentencing the prisoner said that the banking laws were 

made for protection, and that they should be respected; that the bank examiners were the watch 

guards of the government and should not be deceived...ò 
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12 March 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

The Crandall Case. Elsewhere in this issue will be found the result of the trial of J.E. 

Crandall, in the United States court at Knoxville, this week. Contrary to expectations the plea of 

the defense was changed Wednesday morning from ónot guiltyô to óguilty,ô and the mercy of the 

court implored. As a result, Mr. Crandall was given a sentence of eight years in the Brooklyn 

penitentiary in each indictment, but was allowed to serve same concurrently. When the above 

information was wired to Johnson City, it both surprised and shocked the whole community. Our 

people were not only not prepared for such a verdict, but were not expecting any decision in the 

case for several days, and were, therefore, loth to believe the statement. Mr. Crandallôs worst 

enemies are more than satisfied with the sentence, and there is probably none them who would not 

sign a petition to release him. 

He came here just before the boom and stood by the city both in prosperity and in adversity, 

and in attempting to save his depositors, and to help bear the collapse of the boom, he allowed 

himself to go to the extent by trying to deceive the comptroller, and for this sin alone he is punished. 

It is a sad blow to his wife and to the numerous friends who were attracted to them during their 

prosperity. Mrs. Crandall can find no place where she will have more friends than here. 

Mr. Crandall was not a criminal farther than his attempt to make the bank appear solvent 

when it was not and there is hardly a loser by its collapse that will claim that he squandered the 

bankôs funds, or has any of the money now. The government does not charge it. He is a victim of 

circumstances, and is pittied more than condemned. He violated the law but to save others as well 

as himself, yet he should have let the bank fail when it first became insolvent. 

No man every went behind the bars followed by more sympathy than Mr. Crandall, and it 

is hoped that he will be pardoned in a short time.ò28 

 

 

12 March 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñAnother Dividend. The comptroller of currency, Eckles, has declared a ten per cent. 

dividend to creditors of the First National Bank, which will be paid in a few days. This means 

about $10,000 for Johnson City, and makes about twenty-five per cent. in all paid depositors.ò 

 

 

7 January 1897. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñNotice to Creditors. ï To the Creditors of the First National Bank of Johnson City, 

Tennessee. You are hereby notified that a petition has been filed in the Chancery Court at Johnson 

City, Tenn., by John I. Cox, receiver, of the above named bank praying for an order of court 

authorizing an acceptance of the offer of J.H. Preas to compromise and settle a judgement for 

$600.00, interest and costs, against said Preas and in favor of said receiver. It is therefore ordered 

by the said court that you appear on or before the first Monday in January, 1897, and show cause, 

if any there is, why said offer of compromise should not be accepted. This the 10th day of 

December, 1895. W.F. Young, C. & M. by C.W. Hodge, D.C. & M.ò 

 

5 August 1897. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñReceiverôs Notice. I will be in Johnson City from August 9th to 14th, inclusive, for the 

purpose of selling the property, and compounding the doubtful debts, of the First National Bank, 

and attend to any other business incident to the settlement of the affairs of said bank. John I. Cox, 

Receiver.ò  
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3.1.5. The Jonesboro Banking and Trust Company, here 1896 ï 1901  

 

14 May 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñAnother First National Bank building has changed ownership. Last week the Jonesboro 

Banking and Trust Company, of Jonesboro, purchased the building and fixtures for $4,000 cash. 

The deal was made through Mr. John R. Cox, representing the purchasers. 

 We understand that it is the intention of the purchasing company to use the building as a 

bank, which will be opened at a very early day. Business will not be begun, however, until some 

alterations have been made in the architectural design of the structure, principal among which will 

be the placing of a handsome new front, and architects are being negotiated with for that purpose. 

 We welcome these gentlemen and their capital to our town, and bespeak for them the fullest 

encouragement and patronage.ò 

 

 

4 June 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñAnnual Election of Officers. The stockholders of the Jonesboro Banking and Trust 

Company met Tuesday and elected officers and a board of directors for the ensuing yearé The 

Johnson City office will be in charge of W.C. Kenyon, vice-president, and Tate L. Earnest, cashier, 

and will be open for business on June 11th.ò 

 

 

18 June 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñGoing Right into Business. As announced in The Comet recently, the Jonesboro Banking 

and Trust Company opened the doors of its branch house in this city on the 10th inst., with 

deservedly flattering prospects. 

 The gentlemen composing this corporation are individually well known to almost every 

citizen of Washington county, and the esteem in which they are held speaks volumes of 

encouragement and appreciation for their willingness and efforts to assist in multiplying our 

business interests. And in addition to this may be mentioned the fact that their financial standing 

and ability is co-extensive with their social status. 

 Plainly speaking, each member of the firm is financially solid, and the Jonesboro Banking 

and Trust Company is now enjoying the increased fruits of a reputation based upon good business 

ability and integrity, and the prediction that future continued success is for them a certainty is not 

without foundation.ò 

 

 

2 July 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñThe painters have about completed their work on the ónewô bank, and the change in its 

appearance is very noticeableéò 

 

 

16 July 1896. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñOne of our solid institutions, the Jonesboro Banking and Trust Company, solicits 

patronage in this issue. See ad.ò 
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Figure 22. Johnson City Comet, 16 July 1896. 

This advertisement ran until at least 31 December 1896. 

 

 

May 1897. The Sanborn Fire Insurance Company map for this area shows that 123 East Fountain 

Square was occupied by a ñBankò (the Jonesboro Banking and Trust Company), with ñOffs. 2dò 

floor and ñMasonic Hall 3dò floor. 

 

 

27 May 1897. Johnson City Comet.  

 ñThe Fire. Fire broke out in the Crouch buildings, on public square, between the New York 

Racket Store and the old First National Bank building about half past 1 oôclock Sunday morning 

and made a total loss of them. 

 The buildings were wood and burned like tinder; yet the fire company did such quick and 

effective work that the old shell structure is left to tell the tale. 

 The building was occupied by Webb Bros. meat market; J.B. Worley groceries, and 

Waltersdorf, bakeré  

 The roof door of the bank had been left open and the sparks falling into it set it on fire; and 

it began to look as if it would go, but the fire ladies soon had enough water on it to put it out. 

 The wall of the bank next to the fire was so badly warped that it was deemed unsafe, and 

all those having offices in the building moved Monday...ò 

 

 

30 September 1897. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñPronounced Safe. Mr. Reynolds, an expert architect and builder of Bristol, was in the city 

last week to look at the wall of the Jonesboro Banking and Trust Companyôs building recently 

damaged by fire. He claimed there was no danger of the building falling, but recommended that 

the entire damaged portion be studded with large nails about 6 inches apart and left project one-
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half inch, and the wall then covered with a coat of cement to stop deteorization, etc. This will be 

done at once.ò 

 

 

2 December 1897. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñSafety Deposit Boxes. We have just placed in our vault fifty-gve [five?] safety deposit 

boxes, made of one-quarter inch steel. These boxes are rented at the rates of $1.00 and $1.50, each, 

per annum, according to size. They are being rapidly taken by business men and others who desire 

a private place of deposit for valuable securities, wills, insurance policies, contracts, etc. Jonesboro 

Banking & Trust Co.ò 

 

 

16 June 1898. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñOfficers Re-elected. The directors of the Jonesboro Banking and Trust Company, met 

Tuesday, at Jonesboro, and held an election for officers, which resulted in the re-election of the 

old officersé Tate I. Earnest was elected cashier at the branch bank here. The bank at this place 

has done a splendid business the past year, and is now one of the most prosperous institutions of 

its character in East Tennesseeéò 

 

 

3.1.6. Crandall Building, First Floor Store Room, Fronting Church/Main Street, 1888 ï 1899 

 

Charles D. Fineôs Book and Stationary Store, here 1888 ï 1890 

Childress & Boyd, Real Estate Agents, 1890 ï 1891  

H.L. Williams & Brother, 1892  

 

 

3.1.6.1. Charles D. Fineôs Book and Stationary Store, here 1888 ï 1890 

 

20 September 1888. Johnson City Comet.  

 ñThe Bank of Johnson City has moved into its new building on the corner of Main street 

and Public Square. The building is one of the finest east of Knoxville in Tennessee and would be 

a credit to a much larger city. It is three stories high, built of pressed brick and is furnished 

throughout in hardwood. The first floor contains banking room and book storeéò 

 

 

20 September 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñChas. D. Fine has moved his stock of books and stationary into the store room in the 

Crandall building in rear of the Bank of Johnson City.ò 
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Figure 23. Johnson City Comet, 18 October 1888. 

This advertisement ran until at least 15 November 1888. 

 

 

22 November 1888. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñRemember that Charles D. Fine will sell you Blank Books and Stationery cheaper than 

any one elseé Charles D. Fine will furnish magazines or paper at publishers pricesé has the 

largest line of Bibles and is selling them cheapé E.P. Roeôs works can be bought at Charles D. 

Fineôs for $1.25 per columné A large line of Ink Stands just receivedé a large line of 12 mos. 

nicely bound and is selling them at 60 cents per volumeé Ladies, do not fail to see those handsome 

Writing Desks and Work-Boxesé Charles D. Fine has the nicest line of Poems ever brought to 

Johnson City handsomely bound and trimmed in gilt, price $1.00é Albums! Albums? Charles D. 

Fine has a large stock of Photograph and Autograph Albums and is selling them cheap.ò Similar 

items ran until at October 1890. 
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Figure 24. Johnson City Comet, 22 November 1888. 

This advertisement ran until at least 6 December 1888. 

 

 

 
Figure 25. Johnson City Comet, 13 December 1888. 
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7 February 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñValentines! Valentines!! All styles and prices, from 1 cent to $2.59 each, do not fail to see 

my stock before buying, Chas. D. Fine. ï Everything kept for sale in a first-class book storeéò  

 

 

5 April 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñA large line of croquet coming next week. Chas. Fine.ò29 

 

 

18 July 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñHoner Harps cheap at Chas. F. Fine & Broôsé  

James Fine has purchased an interest in the book store of Chas. D. Fine and the style of the 

firm will be in future Chas. D. Fine & Bro. These gentlemen have been constantly adding to their 

stock until they have one of the neatest arranged and best stocked book stores in East Tennessee. 

See their stock before buying, especially their books and line of novelsé 

Chas. D. Fine & Bro. have just received a large and handsome line of Jno. Aldenôs popular 

publications and are offering them very cheapé Fishing Tackles and Base Ball goods in all 

quantities at Chas. D. Fine & Broôs.ò  

 

 

1 August 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñCharles D. Fine has been elected cashier of the First national Bank to fill the vacancy 

caused by the resignation of D.S. McIntyre. Charlie is a young man of good, steady habits, 

thoroughly reliable, and deserves the promotion he has received since he entered the bank. He is 

perhaps the youngest cashier in the State, but is competent to fill the position and will do so with 

credit to himself and the First National. 

 D.S. McIntyre, formerly cashier of the First National Bank, has given up his position to 

accept an appointment from Corporal Tanner in the Pension service at $2,500 a yearéò 

 

 

15 August 1889. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñBanjo, violin and guitar strings at Chas. D. Fine & Broôsé We have just received the 

most complete line of harps ever brought to Johnson Cityéò 
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Figure 26. Johnson City Comet, 24 October 1889. 

This enterprise ran a number of similar advertisements between  

10 October 1889 and 12 December 1889.  
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2 January 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñHarps and accordions cheap, at Chas. D. Fine & Broé agent for all leading newspapers.ô 

 

 

8 May 1890. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñCopying Presses, books and copy inksé Base balls, belts, caps and bats at Chas. D. Fine 

& Brosé agents for rubber stampsé Croquet Sets and Hammocks at Chas. D. Fine & Brosôéò 

 

 

 
Figure 27. Johnson City Comet, 18 September 1890. 

This advertisement ran until at least 9 October 1890.  

 

 

 

 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































