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Fountain Square with the Hotel Pardue and the Arlington Hotel in 1909 or 1910. 

 

 

1. Introduction 

 

This is a draft documentary history of the businesses along the E.T. & V./E.T.V. & G./ 

Southern Railway mainline through downtown Johnson City between the Clinchfield Railway 

mainline and Market Street. The amount of information available on trackside businesses in 

downtown has caused the author to place the bulk of this material in a separate series of documents. 

At present, I am planning to produce a total of five documentary histories on this subject. When 

Part 7 of ñA Draft Documentary History of Trackside Industries in Johnson Cityò is posted, it will 

include most, if not all, of the maps, tables, and images incorporated into this new series, but little 

or nothing of the text and advertisements. 

 

 The some of the buildings along the west side of the Southern Railway mainline are among 

the most photographed buildings in Johnson City. The addresses commonly used in this 
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documentary history are based on those listed on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company map for 

this area in February 1920.  

 

For the present document, I have attempted to collect relevant documents and place them 

in roughly chronological order for each geographic location. Maps and figures of the exterior of 

the buildings for each location are generally grouped together and presented first, while figures of 

the interior and advertisements are generally integrated with the text and are presented second. 

There is some language in the available documents that some may find objectionable. In the 

interest of fidelity to the historical documents, the author has chosen to retain the original language. 

 

Regrettably, I have failed to find much information on some of these businesses. Perhaps 

more can be accomplished on this portion of the subject. I invite other members of the Historical 

Society to add any missing material to this document and discuss/correct any deficient 

interpretations of the information at hand (particularly the dating and interpretation of the 

photographs). For those who wish to research the documents and photographs further, I have 

provided links, when available, to expedite such attempts. I wish to thank Chris Ford for his 

assistance and encouragement to bring this document into a presentable state. 
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1.1. Maps and Aerial Photographs of Downtown Johnson City, 1891 ï 2006 
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Map 1. Downtown Johnson City, January 1891. Note the buildings west (above) the E.T.V. & G. Railroad mainline, including from left to right: the 

S.T. Harris Building (the ñRest.ò on the southwest corner of West Main Street and the railroad), the ñHotel Greenwoodò (on the northwest corner of 

West Main Street and the railroad), the ñWorley/OôBoyle Buildingò (on the southwest corner of West Market Street and the railroad, a portion of this 

building was the original ñJohnsonôs Depotò), and the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò (ñArcher Ho.ò on the northwest corner of West Market Street 

and the railroad). Also note the ñPiedmont Ho.,ò the E.T.V. & G. Railroad passenger station, water tank, the ñFreight Ho.ò and ñMarket Square.ò1
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Map 2. Downtown Johnson City, May 1897. Note that the passenger station and freight house of the E.T.V. & G. Railroad have been removed.2 
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Map 3.  Downtown Johnson City, April 1903. Note that this map includes the planned footprint for the building that would become the Arlington Hotel, 

on the northwest corner of West Main and the Southern Railway.3 
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Map 4. Downtown Johnson City, December 1908. Note that the water tank (ñJohnsonôs Tankò) has been removed and the creek diverted into a culvert. 

Also note that the portion of the ñWorley/OôBoyle Buildingò along West Market has been removed and new buildings constructed.4 
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Map 5. Downtown Johnson City, July 1913. Note that the S.T. Harris Building, on the southwest corner of West Main Street and Southern Railway, 

has been removed and the Hotel Windsor constructed in its place.5 
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Map 6. Downtown Johnson City, February 1920. Note that the Hotel Greenwood (formerly Hoss House) has been removed, with the ñArlington Hotel 

Annex Buildingò constructed in its place. Also note that the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò has been removed from the northwest corner of West 

Market Street and Southern Railway.6 
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Map 7. Downtown Johnson City, 1927. Note the block of buildings constructed to the south of the Hotel Windsor. Also note that the ñWorley/OôBoyle 

Buildingò on the southwest corner of West Market Street and Southern Railway, has been removed and replaced by the ñFarnsworth Hotel Building.ò 

Finally, note that the ñTaylor Brown (?) Buildingò has been constructed on the northwest corner of the West Market Street and the Southern Railway.7 
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Figure 1. ñAn aerial view of Johnson City, Tennessee,ò 19 April 1941, looking west. Note the Southern Railway mainline cutting across the upper 

portion of this photograph. Also note the Clinchfield and E.T. & W.N.C. dual-gauge yard in the lower left, as well as the Sevier Hotel on the right.8 
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Figure 2. ñAn aerial view of Johnson City, Tennessee,ò 19 April 1941, looking north along the Southern Railway mainline through downtown.9 
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Figure 3. ñAn aerial view of Johnson City, Tennessee,ò 1 March 1947, looking north with the Summers Hardware Building in the left foreground and 

the Sevier Hotel visible near the center of the image.10 
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Figure 4. ñDowntown Johnson City (Aerial View),ò looking east, with the Clinchfield depot and its curved platform on the right. To the left of the 

Clinchfield depot is the E.T. & W.N.C. depot (with a rare view of the west side of the building). The Sevier Hotel is visible toward the top left of this 

image. This photograph was undated, but appears to have been taken at about the same time as that in Figure 5 (about 1958).11 
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Figure 5. ñ1958 Aerial Photo ï Downtown,ò looking east, with the E.T. & W.N.C. depot visible on the right, and 

the Sevier Hotel is visible toward the top left of this image.12 
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Figure 6. ñDowntown Aerial 1950s ï John Sevier Hotel in left middle of photo.ò Note the Southern Railway passenger station to its left.13 This image 

appears to have been taken after that in Figure 5, above. 
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Figure 7. ñAerial View, óDowntown Johnson City 1960sô,ò looking west along East Main Street, with the 

Hamilton Bank building and the Windsor Hotel visible near the top the of the image.14   
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Figure 8. A color aerial view of downtown Johnson City, taken by 1966. This view looks east, with the Summers Hardware Building on the right. To 

the left of the Clinchfield depot is the E.T. & W.N.C. depot. The Sevier Hotel is visible toward the top left of this image. 15 
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Figure 9. ñDowntown Johnson City ï 2006,ò looking north with the Summers Hardware Building on the left and the Sevier Hotel visible near the center 

of the image.16   
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2. On the East Side of Lamont Street, South of Wilson Avenue 

 

2.1. Youngôs Tobacco Warehouse, by 1941 ï 2012 

 

Note: This building was demolished in April 2012. This area is now part of Foundersô Park. 
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Figure 3A. A detail taken on 1 March 1947. Note ñYoungôs Warehouseò on the left, in front of the Auto Sales and Services Company Building (with 

the Plymouth sign). Across Wilson Avenue is the ñFree Service Tire Company Tire Sales and Recapping Facility Building.ò Across the Southern 

Railway mainline is the E.T. & W.N.C. depot, the Clinchfield Railway depot, and the Summers Hardware & Supply Company Building. Above the 

Summers Hardware Building is the Harr Building, and across Buffalo Street is the main (light-colored) building of the Free Service Tire Company. 

Behind this Free Service Tire Company building can be seen the Windsor Hotel and Fountain Square.  
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Figure 3B. Another detail of ñYoungôs Warehouseò (middle left). Also note the Automobile/Auto Sales and Service Company/Corporation at 103 

Wilson Avenue, with the ñPlymouth Desotoò sign, and the E.T. & W.N.C. depot along the bottom of the image. 
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Figure 4A. A detail of ñDowntown Johnson City (Aerial View)ò looking east. Note Youngôs Warehouse is visible near the lower right corner. Also note 

the Clinchfield depot and its curved platform in the lower right corner. To the left of the Clinchfield depot is the E.T. & W.N.C. depot. The light-colored 

building of the Free Service Tire Company is above and to the left of the E.T. & W.N.C. depot and the Harr building is to the right of the Free Service 

Tire Company building. This photograph appears to date to about 1958.17 Perhaps also of interest, the northwest and southwest sides, as well as the 

roofs, of the Windsor and Arlington hotels are visible on the left side of this photograph.
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Figure 5A. A detail of ñ1958 Aerial Photo ï Downtown.ò From the top left corner to the right (along the west side of the Southern Railway mainline): 

the ñTaylor Brown (?) Buildingò (with the Farmers Exchange Building to its left), the ñWest Fountain Square Blockò (with the ñFarnsworth Hotel 

Buildingò at 101 West Market Street, as well as 113 and 115 West Fountain Square), the Fountain Square Hotel Building (109 and 111 West Fountain 

Square), the ñArlington Hotel Annex Buildingò (103, 105 and 107 West Fountain Square), and the Arlington Hotel, the west and south sides of the 

Hotel Windsor, the buildings at 118 and 116 Windsor Way are also visible. Also note the ñFree Service Tire Company Tire Sales and Recapping 

Facility Buildingò (100 and 102 Wilson Avenue), the Automobile/Auto Sales and Service Company/Corporation (103 Wilson Avenue), and ñYoungôs 

Warehouseò (in the lower right corner).18  
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Figure 5B. Another detail of ñ1958 Aerial Photo ï Downtownò with ñYoungôs Warehouseò in the lower right 

corner, with some detail visible of the west side of this building. 



ом 
 

 
Figure 8A. A detail, note the blue (?) and white paint on ñYoungôs Warehouseò in the lower right corner, taken by 1966. 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































