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1. Introduction 

 

This is a draft documentary history of the businesses along the E.T. & V./E.T.V. & G./ 

Southern Railway mainline through downtown Johnson City between Market Street and Roan 

Street. The amount of information available on trackside businesses in downtown has caused the 

author to place the bulk of this material in a separate series of documents. This is the last of five 

documentary histories on this subject. When Part 7 of ñA Draft Documentary History of Trackside 

Industries in Johnson Cityò is posted, it will include most, if not all, of the maps, tables, and images 

incorporated into this new series, but little or nothing of the text and advertisements. This 

documentary history includes the iconic Southern Railway Passenger Depot. The addresses 

commonly used in this documentary history are typically based on those listed on the Sanborn Fire 

Insurance Company map for this area in June 1927.  
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For the present document, I have attempted to collect relevant documents and place them 

in roughly chronological order for each geographic location. Maps and figures of the exterior of 

the buildings for each location are generally grouped together and presented first, while figures of 

the interior and advertisements are generally integrated with the text and are presented second. 

There is some language in the available documents that some may find objectionable. In the 

interest of fidelity to the historical documents, the author has chosen to retain the original language. 

 

Regrettably, I have failed to find much information on some of these businesses. Perhaps 

more can be accomplished on this portion of the subject. I invite other members of the Historical 

Society to add any missing material to this document and discuss/correct any deficient 

interpretations of the information at hand (particularly the dating and interpretation of the 

photographs). For those who wish to research the documents and photographs further, I have 

provided links, when available, to expedite such attempts. I wish to thank Chris Ford for his 

assistance and encouragement to bring this document into a presentable state. 
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1.1. Maps and Aerial Photographs of Downtown Johnson City, 1891 ï 2006  



ф 
 

 
Map 1. Downtown Johnson City, January 1891. Note the buildings west (above) the E.T.V. & G. Railroad mainline, including from left to 

right north of Market Street: the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò (ñArcher Ho.ò on the northwest corner of West Market Street and the E.T.V. 

& G. Railroad) and the other buildings to the north (right) of it, which constitute the ñwarehouse block.ò Across the E.T.V. & G. Railroad 

mainline from the ñArcher Ho.ò note the Windsor Restaurant (ñResôt,ò 1890 ï 1893) in the ñold Fawò brick building on East Market Street.2



мл 
 

 
Map 2. Downtown Johnson City, May 1897. Note the buildings west (above) the E.T.V. & G. Railroad mainline, including from 

left to right north of Market Street: the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò (on the northwest corner of West Market Street and the 

railroad) and the other buildings to the north (right) of it, which constitute the ñwarehouse block.ò Across the E.T.V. & G. Railroad 

mainline from the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò note the ñW. Ho.ò in the ñold Fawò brick building on East Market Street.3 
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Map 3.  Downtown Johnson City, April 1903. Note the buildings west (above) the Southern Railway mainline, including 

from left to right north of Market Street: the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò (on the northwest corner of West Market 

Street and the railroad) and the other buildings to the north (right) of it, which constitute the ñwarehouse block.ò Across the 

Southern Railway mainline from the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò note the unidentified ñBicycle Shopò and the Will I. 

Hart & Company ñHarness Shopò (by 1903 to perhaps 1913 or 1914) in the ñold Fawò brick building on East Market Street.4 
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Map 4. Downtown Johnson City, December 1908. Note the buildings west (above) the Southern Railway mainline, including from left to right north 

of Market Street: the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò (ñBoarding,ò on the northwest corner of West Market Street and the railroad) and the other 

buildings to the north (right) of it, which constitute the ñwarehouse block.ò Note that there have been considerable changes to the buildings within the 

ñwarehouse block,ò as well as new buildings to the north (right) since 1903. Across the Southern Railway mainline from the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer 

Buildingò note the Will I. Hart & Company ñHarness Shopò (by 1903 to perhaps 1913 or 1914) in the ñold Fawò brick building on East Market Street.5 
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Map 5. Downtown Johnson City, July 1913. Note the buildings west (above) the Southern Railway mainline, including from left to right 

north of Market Street: the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò (ñBoarding,ò on the northwest corner of West Market Street and the 

railroad) and the other buildings to the north (right) of it, which constitute the ñwarehouse block.ò Across the Southern Railway mainline 

from the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò note the new Southern Railway Passenger Depot (built in 1913) and what appears to be the 

Will I. Hart & Company ñHarness Shopò (by 1903 to perhaps 1913 or 1914) in the ñold Fawò brick building on East Market Street.6 
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Map 6. Downtown Johnson City, February 1920. Note that the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò has been removed from the northwest corner of West 

Market Street and the Southern Railway. Also note that the buildings, which constitute the ñwarehouse blockò have undergone been considerable 

changes; in addition, Hickey-McCorkle & Company have built a new brick facility on the northwest corner of North Roan Street and the Southern 

Railway. Across the Southern Railway mainline from where the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò once stood, the ñold Fawò brick building has been 

removed and replaced by the Joseph P. Summers Building. Finally, note the presence of the Southern Railway Passenger Depot (built in 1913).7 



мр 
 

 
Map 7. Downtown Johnson City, June 1927. Note that the Taylor Brothers Building has been constructed on the northwest corner of the West Market 

Street and the Southern Railway and that the ñwarehouse blockò has once again undergone significant changes. Also note that the Yellow Cab Terminal 

Building (ñTaxi Stand,ò 107 East Markets Street) has been constructed to the right (east) of the Joseph P. Summers Building. Finally, note that it appears 

that the Hickey-McCorkle & Company building has been removed and replaced by the Inter-Mountain Telephone Company Exchange Building.8 
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Figure 1. ñAn aerial view of Johnson City, Tennessee,ò 19 April 1941, looking north along the Southern Railway mainline through downtown.9 
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Figure 2. ñAn aerial view of Johnson City, Tennessee,ò 19 April 1941, looking west. Note the Southern Railway mainline 

cutting across the upper portion of this photograph. Also note the Clinchfield and E.T. & W.N.C. dual-gauge yard in the 

lower left, as well as the John Sevier Hotel on the right.10 
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Figure 3. ñAn aerial view of Johnson City, Tennessee,ò 1 March 1947, looking north with the Summers Hardware Building in the left 

foreground and the John Sevier Hotel visible near the center of the image.11 



мф 
 

 
Figure 4. ñ1958 Aerial Photo ï Downtown,ò looking east, with the John Sevier Hotel is visible 

toward the top left of this image.12 
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Figure 5. ñDowntown Johnson City (Aerial View),ò looking east, with the Clinchfield depot and its curved platform on the right. The John Sevier Hotel 

is visible toward the top left of this image. This photograph was undated but appears to have been taken after that in Figure 4 (which dates to 1958).13 
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Figure 6. ñDowntown Aerial 1950s ï John Sevier Hotel in left middle of photo.ò Note the Southern Railway Passenger Depot to its left.14 Given the 

presence of the ñCentury Link Buildingò at 101 North Roan street, this image appears to have been taken after that in Figure 4 (above) taken in 1958. 
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Figure 7. ñAerial View, óDowntown Johnson City 1960sô,ò looking west along East Main Street, with 

the Hamilton Bank building and the John Sevier Hotel visible near the top the of the image.15   



но 
 

 

 
Figure 8. A color aerial view of downtown Johnson City, taken by 1966. This view looks east, with the Summers Hardware Building on the right. The 

John Sevier Hotel and the Science Hill High School are visible toward the top left of this image. 16 
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Figure 9. ñDowntown Johnson City ï 2006,ò looking north with the Summers Hardware Building on the left and the John Sevier Hotel visible near the 

left center of the image.17 
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2. Northeast Corner of East Market Street and Railroad Street 

 

2.1. The ñOldò T.A. Faw Brick Building and Subsequent Developments, 1860 ï 1914 

 

Lide & Smith, Hardware & Grocery Store, 1885 

 

C.K. Lide, Hardware & Groceries, 1885 to perhaps 1887 

 

John W. Hunter & Brother, General Merchandise Store, here by 1887 

 

Campbell, Martin & Crockett, Dry Goods and Groceries, 1888 

 

Campbell & Martin, Dry Goods, 1888 ï 1889 

 

Campbell & Pouder, Dry Goods, here 1889 ï 1890 

 

Windsor Restaurant, 1890 ï 1893 

 

Dove & Company, Grocery Store, 1894 

 

J.W. Ball, Grocery Store, 1894 ï 1895 

 

Jonesboro Bank and Trust Company, 1899 

 

Will I. Hart & Company, here (208 East Market Street) by 1903 to perhaps 1913 or 1914  

Chinese Hand Laundry (210 East Market Street), 1903 ï 1904 

 

H.C. Remine, Marble Yard, 1887 ï 1890 
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Map 1A. January 1891. Note the T.A. Faw brick building (occupied by the Windsor Restaurant (ñResôtò) 1890 ï 1893) at 208 

East Market Street, with an attached wood-framed ñOld W. Ho.ò Also note the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer buildingò (ñArcher Ho.ò) 

across the E.T.V. & G. Railroad mainline from the Faw Building. Finally note the ñwarehouse blookò to the north (right) along 

the mainline. The structure at 210, 211 and 212 East Market Street was apparently (and confusingly) called the ñFaw Block.ò 
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Map 2A. May 1897. Note the T.A. Faw brick building (occupied by an unidentified ñW. Ho.ò) at 208 East Market Street, with an 

attached wood-framed ñOld W. Ho.ò Also note the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò (now occupied by a dwelling as well as clothing 

enterprise (ñClo.ò) across the E.T.V. & G. mainline from the Faw Building. Finally note the ñwarehouse blookò to the north (right) 

along the mainline. The structure at 210, 211 and 212 East Market Street was apparently (and confusingly) called the ñFaw Block.ò 
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Map 3A. April 1903. Note the T.A. Faw brick building (occupied by the Will I. Hart & Company ñHarness Shopò (by 1903 to perhaps 1913 or 1914) 

and an unidentified ñBicycle Shopò) at 208 East Market Street, with an attached wood-framed ñOld W. Ho.ò Also note the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer 

Buildingò (now occupied by a dwelling, as well as a saloon (ñSal.ò), apparently John M. Barlowôs ñFine Wines and Liquors.ò) across the Southern 

Railway mainline from the Faw Building. Finally, note the ñwarehouse blookò to the north (right) along the mainline. The structure at 210, 211 and 

212 East Market Street was apparently called the ñFaw Block.ò  
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Map 4A. December 1908. Note the T.A. Faw brick building (occupied by the Will I. Hart & Company ñHarness Shopò (by 1903 to perhaps 1913 or 

1914)) at 101/208 East Market Street. Also note the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò (now occupied by a ñBoardingò house) across the Southern 

Railway mainline from the Faw Building. Finally, note the ñwarehouse blookò to the north (right) along the mainline. The structure at 210, 211 and 

212 East Market Street was apparently called the ñFaw Block.ò 
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Map 5A. July 1913. Note the T.A. Faw brick building (occupied by the Will I. Hart & Company ñHarness Shopò (by 1903 to perhaps 1913 or 1914) a 

ñPaint Shopò) at 101 East Market Street. Also note the ñSmith H. Hale/Archer Buildingò (now occupied by a ñBoardingò house) across the Southern 

Railway mainline from the Faw Building. Finally, note the ñwarehouse blookò to the north (right) along the mainline, especially the two large 

warehouses. The structure at 109, 113 and 115 East Market Street was apparently called the ñFaw Block.ò 
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Map 1B. January 1891. The Windsor Restaurant (ñResôt,ò 1890 ï 1893) in the ñold Fawò brick building at 208 East Market Street. 
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Map 2B. May 1897. The ñold Fawò brick building at 208 East Market Street was occupied by an unidentified warehouse at this time. 
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Map 3B. April 1903. The ñold Fawò brick building at 208 East Market Street was occupied by an unidentified ñBicycle Shopò (which was apparently 

replaced by the ñChinese Laundryò by October 1903), and the Will I. Hart & Company ñHarness Shopò (by 1903 to perhaps 1913 or 1914). 
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Map 4B. December 1908. The Will I. Hart & Company ñHarness Shopò (by 1903 to perhaps 1913 or 1914) in 

the ñold Fawò brick building at 101/208 East Market Street. 
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Map 5B. July 1913. The Will I. Hart & Company ñHarness Shopò (by 1903 to perhaps 1913 or 1914) as well as an unidentified ñPaint Shopò occupy 

the ñold Fawò brick building at 101 East Market Street. Given the access between them, perhaps the paint shop belonged to the Hart & Company.18 
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Figure 10. Historian Johnny Graybeal captioned this photograph: ñThomas Ambrose Faw, built the frame building right behind the boys 

on the fence. In 1857, it was the second store in the area. The brick building in the foreground was begun in 1860, but not completed until 

after the Civil War [which ended in April 1865]. The large brick house behind the frame store was the home Faw built in 1872 ï 73. The 

photo dates from 1879. T.A. Faw is the man on the sidewalk in the stovepipe hat. The notes on the back of the original photo were written 

by the younger of the two boys standing on the fence, in 1954. Courtesy Burr Harrison Collection, Archives of Appalachia, ETSU.ò19 
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Figure 10A. A detail. Note the E.T.V. & G. mainline in the foreground.
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2.1. The ñOldò T.A. Faw Brick Building and Subsequent Developments, 1860 ï 1914 

(Northeast Corner of East Market Street and the Railroad) 

 

ñThe largest and most enterprising town in Washington County is Johnson City. The site 

upon which it is built was originally entered by Abraham Jobe, and upon the completion to this 

point of the East Tennessee & Virginia Railroad [reportedly 3 July 1857], the greater part of the 

land was owned and farmed by Tipton Jobe, the nephew of Abraham. Franklin and Montgomery 

Hoss owned land on the northeast and north sides of the town. The first building erected at this 

place was a dwelling and store built by Henry Johnson from which circumstance the place was 

called Johnsonôs Depot... The second house was built in 1857, by T.A. Farr [Faw], on land lying 

on the north of the stage road [Market Street]. It was a frame store house. The next year he built a 

dwelling near Knob Spring, and in 1860 erected a large store house [see Figure 10A], which was 

not occupied until 1867. From the completion of the East Tennessee & Virginia Railroad the town 

increased rapidly, receiving among its accessions, Elder James Miller, John H. Bowman, James 

M. Wheeler, Dr. J.H. Mingle, Dr. J.W. Seehorn, S.H. Hale and James Barnes. During the war the 

town was named Haynesville in honor of L.C. Haynes, but it soon resumed its old name, and when 

incorporated it was as Johnson City. Since the war the town has steadily advanced, but its growth 

during the past three or four years [since 1883 or 1884] has been especially rapid...ò History of 

Tennessee ï From the Earliest Time to the Present, 1887.20  

 

 

1857 ï 1861. Johnson City.  

 ñIn 1857, another early entrepreneur, Thomas Faw, established a rival store and house on 

land purchased from Tipton Jobe located along the stage line, and the little community of 

Johnsonôs Depot began to expand, serving as a stopover for passengers and freight on the railroad. 

In 1859, Johnson supported Thomas A.R. Nelson in his run for Congress against Landon Carter 

Haynes. Nelson won by a few votes and a bitter Haynes pulled strings with the Post Office 

Department in Washington and had the name of the post office changed to Haynesville, with 

Johnson removed as postmaster on October 8, 1859. Thomas Faw would serve as postmaster in 

1860, with the post office likely located in his store. During this time, Johnson interceded with 

Congressman Nelson, and the name of the post office was changed back to Johnsonôs Depot on 

April 9, 1861.ò21 

 ñThomas Ambrose Faw (1828 ï 1888)é built the second store in the city, the T.A. Faw 

General Store, and did business for twenty-three years, selling the store in 1880éò22 

 

 

31 August 1868. Memphis Daily Appeal. 

 ñThe Knoxville Press and Herald learns that a Mr. Faw, father of G.P. and T.A. Faw, 

Johnsonôs Depot, Washington county, was killed near that place Wednesday morning, by the down 

passenger train. He was standing on the track, and owing to his deafness did not notice the 

approach of the train or the alarm of the engineer. The engineer expected he would move off the 

track, until it was too late to stop the train. He was struck by the locomotive, knocked from the 

track, and died from his injuries in a few moments. Mr. Faw was an aged and worthy citizen.ò 
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9 September 1880. Knoxville Daily Chronicle. 

 ñOne of the best Homes and Business Stands in upper east Tennessee for sale, together 

with stock in trade, good will and fixtures. Address T.A. Faw, Johnson City, Tenn.ò 

 

 

2.1.1. Lide & Smith, Hardware & Grocery Store, 1885 

 

18 April 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñMr. C.K. Lide has moved into the Faw property, on Market street, and Mr. Will P. Smith 

into the house vacated by Mr. Lide. Their large stock of hardware is at the old standé 

Thurburs fresh mixed bird seed at Lide & Smithôsé Watauga Valley warranted axe for 75 

ctsé óSouthern Crown.ô The finest roller processed Flouré Cotton Yarn and cotton batsé Sash, 

doors and blindsé Donôt buy a hoe until you have seen the Lever Hoeé Garden hoes for 25 ctsé 

Barbwire and Post-hole diggers at Lide & Smithôs.ò23  

 

Note: Lide & Smith ran similar items ran until at least 3 September 1885, which occasionally 

mentioned a variety of interesting hardware. Also note that this enterprise originally operated out 

of two locations; however, the Johnson City Comet did not distinguish between them. 

 

 

2 May 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñPaints, oil, lead and glass at Lide & Smithôsé No place like Lide & Smithôs for Coffee 

and Sugaré Lide & Smith are daily receiving and adding to their already large stock of Hardware 

and Groceries. They will sell as low as the lowest. Their terms are cash except where special 

arrangements are made and then in no case will they give longer than 60 daysé Donôt buy a glass 

lamp until you see the new stock just receivedéò 

 

 

16 May 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñGood tobacco for, 5, 10, 15 and 20 cts a plug, at Lide & Smithôsé For cheap canned 

goods go to Lide & Smithé Best tobacco and cigars in townéò 
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Figure 11. Johnson City Comet, 6 June 1885. 

This advertisement ran until at least 1 October 1885. 

 

 

6 June 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñMessrs. Lide & Smith have a new ad in this issue of The Comet. The advertisement speaks 

for itself, but we like to add a good word for men who shows the tack, energy and gosheaditiveness 

this firm has shown. If they do not succeed, no firm in Johnson City deserves to succeed. We doubt 

if you could call for anything, that ought to be found in a first class hardware store that they have 

not got, and certainly nothing that they cannot get on short notice. Besides being good business 

men, they are good citizens. We wish Johnson City had a thousand men like Charley Lide and Will 

Smith.ò 
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6 June 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñGrain and grass scythes, snathes, brier scythes, very cheap, at Lide & Smithôsé Lide & 

Smithôs is the place to buy your brass kettles, and donôt you forget ité Old Dominion and steel 

nails cheapéò 

 

 

13 June 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñNotice. All notes and accounts due the late firm of Hunt & Lide, if not settled by the 20th 

June will be placed in the hands of an officer for collection. We mean just what we say. We need 

money and must have it. C.K. Lide.ò 

 

 

2 July 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñMr. Jno. W. Boring takes Will Rheaôs place at Lide & Smiths. Mr. Boring is a fine book 

keeper and will keep things straight.ò 

 

 

24 September 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñRemember. That we still sell 14lbs of sugar for one dollar. That we have the best axe for 

the least money on the market. That we always have on hand a complete stock of Oliver Chilled 

Plow and Repairs. That we have the largest stock of window glass between Knoxville and Bristol. 

That we sell nothing but the best white lard and linseed oil and that we sell it at rock bottom prices. 

That we make a specialty of sash doors and blinds. That we carry a large and complete line of door 

locks, hinges and all kinds of builders hardware. In short that when you need any thing in the 

hardware and grocery line it will pay you to come and see us before buying elsewhere. Lide & 

Smith.ò 

 

 

1 October 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñDr. Geo. H. Berry and Dr. E.E. Miller, dentists, have entered into a partnership. They can 

be found at all hours in their office in Truslow Block, opposite Lide & Smith.ò Apparently, the 

Truslow Block was located on Market Street, near the E.T.V. & G. Railroad. 

 

 

15 October 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñDissolution Notice. The firm of Lide & Smith is this day dissolve by mutual consent. C.K. 

Lide having purchased the interest of W.P. Smith, he will pay and collect all accounts. C.K. Lide, 

W.P. Smith, Johnson City, Tenn., Oct. 13, 1884.ò 

 

 

2.1.2. C.K. Lide, Hardware & Groceries, 1885 to perhaps 1887  

 

15 October 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñMessrs. Lide & Smith have dissolved partnership. The business will be continued by Mr. 

C.K. Lide, whose advertisement appears in this issue. Mr. Lideôs business qualifications are too 

well known to need comment. He is full of business and enterprise and is doing much toward 

building up Johnson City. His place of business will be headquarters for hardware and groceries, 

and if you donôt believe it, you have only to call and see.ò  
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Figure 12. Johnson City Comet, 15 October 1885. 

This advertisement ran until at least 21 October 1886. 

 

 

22 October 1885. Johnson City Comet. 

 ñBest Golden Santos Coffee at C.K. Lideôsé Finest Cigars in towné Watauga Valley 

axesé Cross cut sawsé Best brands chewing tobaccoéò Similar items ran until at least 10 

February 1887. 

 

 

 

 

 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































